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This poem refers to the Holy Prophet Muhammad (S):
He reached the greatest heights by his perfection,
He dispelled the darkness by his beauty,

All his attributes were good ones,
Send salutations on him and his family.
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 1

The Respect of the Holy Qur'an and the Akhlag of its Recitation
The Holy Qur'an is a book containing the words of Allah. It should be treated
with the respect it deserves. This respect should also extend to any book,
such as this manual, wherein there are verses of the Holy Qur’an.

In this lesson we will learn how to respect the Holy Qur'an and how to recite it.

1. The words of the Holy Qur'an should only be touched after doing Wudhu.

Allah says: e N
o ¢ ABFEDAD UBENAA U

None should touch it except the purified.(al-Waqgi ah, 56:79)

2. However, you may recite the words at any time, even without Wudhu. Allah

says:
A O)8 | ictEAt Al EBp Al AHRD
Those who rememblcler A!Iah (r\ec‘:ite Qur’an), s_tanding", sitting apd reclining,
< g-#k B Pl pi ¥ ARf(eh A

and think and wonder about @he creation of the heavens and the earth...
(Ali Imrén, 3:191)

3. Always begin the recitation with Ta’awwudh. Allah says:
e ~TN A T . - 0 [ s
o KB Bdbe) Af B bEEeO AgED RGE /B
When you recite the Qur’'an, seek refuge in Allah from Shai>an, the accursed
(an-Na<l, 16:98)

e ~TN A 0} \
Ta“awwudh means to recite SR B0ED! AE BBl 8D
which means, “I seek refuge in Allah from Shai>an the accursed.

4. After Ta’awwudh, recite Mj »A Mﬁ »A @A kﬁﬂvhich means, ‘I

begin in the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful”.



5. Even if you know the verses by heart, it is better to recite while looking at
the words, as this increases the rewards many times.

5. It is Sunnat to recite the Holy Qur'an with your head covered and while
facing the Qiblah.

6. The Holy Qur’an should be recited without rushing, in a clear manner. Allah

says:
~1) . =0 . g
oBhEE Al v B
And recite the Qur’an in a regulated tone. (al-Muzzammil, 73:4)

8. When the Qur’an is being recited, listen attentively and do not eat or talk.
Allah says:

3 - { 7 4mN % YN e N Re@ N1 A = 0 = e u u A
o BERR AKED VDR PO (ENmE0 AlED Eif gl
And when the Qur’an is recited, listen to it with (full) attention, so that you may
be blessed with mercy. (al-A'raf, 7:204)

9. Do not leave the Holy Qur'an open and unattended or in a place where it
may be disrespected. Recite from it regularly and do not leave it unread on
the shelf. Allah says:

olchiEs AY 50 (B( (EBBll Okt KB E§{ GHAj) R

And the Prophet (S) shall say, “O my Lord! Verily my people abandoned this
Quran.” (al-Furgan, 25:30)

10. Worn-out pages of the Holy Qur'an or paper with verses of the Holy
Qur'an must not be thrown in the bin, Instead they should be recycled or
buried.

References
Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Al
The Science of Reciting the Qur'an, M Surty, Pages 30-34



Exercise
Choose the correct meaning of the “Arabic words below and learn them. They
are all from the verses taught in this lesson.

7

a) those who remember b) those who are remembered
c) those who provide d) those who forgot
a) on their feet b) on their hands c¢) at work d) on their sides

Ay i

a) when they see the Qur’an b) when they read the Qur'an
c) when the Qur’an is recitedd) when they take the Qur'an

a) so that you may be taken to heaven
b) so that you may be shown mercy

) so that you may be cursed
d) so that you may be forgiven

YR

a) and the Prophet (S) asked b) and the Prophet (S) was told
c) and the Prophet (S) said d) and the Prophet (S) went

BBl

a) the cursed one b) the blessed one c) the good one d) the lost one



CLASS 11 - LESSON 2
The Writing and Collection of the Holy Qur'an

From the time of the first revelation, the Muslims began to write down the
verses of the Holy Qur'an. They wrote the verses on animal-skins or
parchment or other objects. This is why, in many places the Holy Qur'an
refers to itself as al-Kitab (the written thing, the book)

In addition, the Holy Prophet (S) appointed special scribes to record the
verses. Some of these scribes were "Ali bin Abi ~alib (A), Ubayy bin Ka'b,
and later, Zaid bin Thabit. The Holy Prophet (S) would immediately inform
these companions of the revelation of any new verses. He used to worry that
some of the verses might be forgotten, until Allah assured him:

' Hp BiaP okae fp 8§l b
Do not move your tongue with it (the Qur’an) to hasten it.

o x CEpA B FAME D6R EE

Verily, its collection and its recitation is Our responsibility.
(al-Qiyamah, 75:16,17)

At the time of dictation to the scribes, the Holy Prophet (S) would also inform
them of the placement of that ayah or ayat in the surahs. It is for this reason
that we find Madani ayat in Makki surahs and vice versa.

Unlike the Bible, the Holy Qur'an was already in book-form by the time the
Holy Prophet (S) passed away. A proof of this fact is his famous Hadith:

“I am leaving behind among you two weighty (precious) things; the Book of
Alldh, and my Ahlul Bayt...”

Authenticity and Completeness of the Holy Qur'an

The Shi'ah are often accused that they believe in a different Qur'an, one that
contains 40 Paras (instead of 30)! This is, of course, a lie and anyone can
visit our mosques anywhere in the world to see for themselves the copies of
the Holy Qur'an that we recite from.



We believe that the Holy Qur'an that we have in our hands is no more or less
than that which was revealed to the Holy Prophet (S). This is for several
reasons.

1. Alldh Himself has undertaken the responsibility for preserving it as seen in
the verse above. Furthermore, He says:

o CHB BNED FIE ASH IAO pidi \EfeD Al KB

Verily, those who disbelieve in the Qur'an when it comes to them (should
know) that it is a Book of exalted power.

b A O B AR Ao Ae 6ouD e
SR figH AG vitin

No falsehood can come at it from before it or from behind it. It is a revelation
from the All-Wise, the Praiseworthy.(\a Mim, 41:41,42)

2. There are may traditions from the Holy Prophet (S) and our Imams
describing the rewards (thawab) of reciting individual surahs of the Holy
Qur'an. So if the complete Qur'an did not exist at the time of the Holy
Prophet (S), then he or his successors could not have described the
thawdab of every surah separately.

References

The Quran and Hadith, Syed Akhtar Rizvi, Pages 39-46.
Holy Qur'an, Tafsir by S V Mir Ahmed Ali

Exercise

The Holy Qur'an is protected from tampering by Alldh himself as promised in
a famous verse in Surah al-\ijr. Find this verse and quote it below.



CLASS 11 - LESSON 3
Du'a al - Faraj.

This Du a is an example of man’s total reliance on his Creator. The desperate
words are an outpouring of his helplessness, when surrounded by the trials
and miseries of this world.

In this Du a we first outline our miserable condition and then turn to Allah
asking Him to relieve us for the sake of the Ma’'sumeen (A) by hastening the
appearance of al-Faraj, Imam Mu<ammad al-Mahdi (A).

We often recite this Du & as a prelude to the Ziyarat, without appreciating the
graveness of the words. The Du a should be recited daily and often.

The text follows separately on the next pages. Use the space below for notes
as the Du & is discussed in class.

Du'a al - Faraj
BEpL Bl B kedp
In the name of Allah the most Beneficent, the most Merciful
&b AOB oBe
My God, the affliction has become great,
Behd agh A

and the matter has become known
BH6H AEgheh

and the cover has been removed
BHj DR

and the hope has been cut

&t | Ody B

and the earth has been straitened
B OFR B

and the heaven has become inaccessible

BFd0 OE



and from you | seek assistance
O} ikt dbE B
and to You | refer my complaints
Bajib @ |ni 02 B0 okl B
and on you do | always rely, whether in hardship or comfort
623 ¥ £ 634 O)5 v ABp
O All4h! Bless Mu<ammad and the family of Mu<ammad
AERO G Osej0 Ald) B S0
the people of authority whose obedience you have prescribed for us
ARk odi IEG A B
and by that you taught us their status
AeeRl B HgED
then, for their sake, save us
i Xed liEd 98 0§D
an early and quick salvation - as quick as the twinkling of an eye
8§20 K ED
or even quicker
H\agk OdE 0@ 8134 ik
O Mu<ammad! O "Ali! O "Ali! O Mu<ammad!
B8O 1B 68H0e
save us for verily you are protectors
B §R10R A0 SBjsvieR
Help me, for verily you are helpers
Bghh K&auk ke 18
O our Master! O Companion of this Age!
absd Tbed T bed
Help! Help! I—!elp!



Come to my aid! Come to my aid! Come to my aid!
G800 EBbhD B8En»0
Immediately! Immediately! Immediately!
Hurry! Hurry! Hurry!
ABR ) ASDDFR
O most Merciful of those who are merciful
ASH B B 6\33 pdb

For the sake of Mu<ammad and his pure family



CLASS 11 - LESSON 4
Du"a from the Holy Qur'an
Introduction

Du'a means a prayer to Allah. It is different from @aléat, because in Du’4, you
can say the prayer in any language, at any time and in any manner you like.

Imam "Ali (A) has said: “Put your faith in Allah. Seek His protection. Ask from
Him alone. To give as well as to withhold lies in His power. Ask for as much of
His favours as you can. Alldh owns the treasures of the heavens and the
earth.”

Sometimes your Du a is not immediately answered. Do not be disappointed,
but continue to pray. Be patient and believe sincerely in His help. Acceptance
of your prayer does not mean an instant fulfilment of your wish. Perhaps what
you have asked for will prove harmful to you and not getting that request may
be a blessing in disguise.

Alldh says about Du’a,

¢ N\ ) 1 v -~ -l \\a = [ "l
K 6D 6 688 odh 6B
And when My servants ask you (O Mu<ammad) about me, then (say to them
that ) verily | am very near.

) EBE 1ge b Hea EEBO
| answer the prayer of the supplicant when he asks from Me.
o AEbEPE ABED Of | BESHR OF |biSiEdD
So they should hear My call, and believe in Me, so that they may be led
aright. (al-Bagarah, 2186)

The above should be recited before any other Du'4, as it increases our faith
and reminds us of the close attention of Alldh. From this verse also, we learn
that the recital of Du & is necessary and W4jib for all Muslims.



(Read more detail about verse 2:186 (Agha Plya’s commentary) in the Tafsir
of S V Mir Ahmed Ali, pages 137,138)

The importance of Dua is seen in @alat, where there is a special opportunity
to do Du'a. This is in Qunut. In this lesson, we will learn the meanings of
some Du a that are found in the Holy Qur'an.

Duéal
« Gk &5 OGO OB8 a3 ag Nebd
O Allah, Master of the kingdom! You give the kingdom to whom You like,
and You take away the kingdom from whom You like.
. it &g (B B GEb & 18 B
You exalt whom You like and abase whom You like;
ofH® (B8 BO O} dle ¢ find S
in Your hand is the good; verily, You have power over all things.
« phd 08 @b &a&8 B el 08 Dhé &dh
You cause the night to pass into the day, and You cause the day to pass into
the night;

k A A A - TP A A -
620 A OB ApbB R OB Ag DA Apbé B
You bring forth the living from the dead, and You bring forth the dead from the
living,

o IEE phb Bk A5 Gl B

and You give sustenance to whom You like, without measure.
(Ali-Imran, 3:26,27)

The verses emphasise that Authority is Allah’s alone. He can give it to
someone or take it away. Similarly, dignity and respect are His to give and
take away. His Power is over all things. Life and death and the natural order



of day and night all progress by His permission. He is the only Provider and to
Him alone we should turn.

The Holy Prophet (S) and the Imams (A) have encouraged us to constantly
read this prayer so that our faith in the Power of Alldh becomes firmly rooted
in our hearts and minds. It is highly recommended to recite this Du a every
morning after Fajr prayers, so that your livelihood is assured.

This Du a probably contains “Ismul Azam”, the greatest name of Allah, and so
if it is recited with complete faith and presence of mind, every legitimate
desire will be accepted.

Dua 2
o 6u x AHEP) b ORE MREaE D i) i

O our Lord! We believe, so forgive us and have mercy on us, and You are
Most Merciful. (al-Mu’minan, 23:109)

Alldh says in the preceding verses that, in the midst of all the disbelievers,
there was a group of people who always recited this Du 4.

Recite this Du a often in Qunut and at other times to gain the mercy of Allah,
which keeps you safe from the evil of this world and the punishment of the
Day of Judgement.

Du'a3
b A@0H B BEA gE joko & ApD
Is He not (the best one) who answers the distressed when he calls to Him,
and removes the distress? (an-Naml, 27:62)

Alldh asks who can be better than Him to turn to in trouble? Indeed, this
prayer is the best one for removing distress and suffering.

References

Qunoot, Peermohamed Ebrahim Trust
Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Al



Exercise
1. Memorise all the Du as and start to recite them in your @alat.
2. Choose the correct meaning of the "Arabic words on the next page
and learn them. They are all from the verses taught in this lesson.

g8 6D
a) verily, | see them
b) verily, | am near

c) verily, | hear them
d) verily, I am here

A

K HBO

a) | answer b) | see c) I record d) I reveal
a) whomever You love b) whomever You despise
b) whomever You want d) whomever You invite

fHE BE wo O)a dle
a) You are all-Seeing, all-Hearing
b) You know everything

¢) You sustain everything
d) You have power over everything

n \

b e

a) and forgive us b) and have mercy on us c) and listen to us d) and give us
HBa 1B

a) when he prays to Him b)when he listens to Him ¢) when he turns from Him
d) when he obeys Him



CLASS 11 - LESSON 5
Stories from the Holy Qur'an

Fir'aun of the Pegs.

Prophet Masa rescued the Bani Isra-il from Fir'aun. He took them away from
Egypt to Palestine.

The kings of Egypt used the title Pharaoh or Fir'aun. The Fir'aun referred to
in the Holy Qur’an is probably Merneptah, the successor of the famous
Rameses II.

The Holy Qur'an says:

0 xU @m O@ E]ﬂé B
And Fir'aun, the Owner of the Stakes (pegs).
o ™ avid 68 ibed Al
Who transgressed in the cities,
o i EAZD JER B
And multiplied wickedness therein,
ox (LG OB &ld ABR K&vO
So your Lord let fall on them the whip of punishment.

o ¢ EilphtiD Bl e

Verily, your Lord is (always) watchful. (al-Fajr, 89:10 - 14)

Fir'aun used to kill everyone who refused to believe him as God. His favourite
method of killing his victims was to nail them to the ground or a post. Hence
he has been called “the owner of the pegs” in the above verse. Among those
he killed was his wife Asiya, who was a believer in Allah. She has been
named as one of the four noblest women ever created.



The punishment of Allah finally overtook Fir'aun. The Holy Qur'an says:
2D b o iEH B
And when We caused the Bani Isra-il to pass through the sea,
¢ EB8E [iphi PEHER AlS§e ARHD
then Fir'aun and his army chased them in rebellion and hostility;
@a U a-@ g’ N\ v I\ E& Oﬁ
And when he began to drown, he cried,
Dibjet (b F Gk} 680 UE BE & Flb O
“I believe that there is no God but He in Whom the Bani Isra-il
believe...(Yunus 10:90)

The mummified remains of Merneptah exist today in the Cairo Museum.
Medical examination of the mummy reveals that the cause of death was
drowning.
Moreover, the examination of the mummy reveals that the body could not
have stayed in the water for long, because it does not show signs of
deterioration due to prolonged submersion.
The Holy Qur'an says:

¢ (B 05 A8 AbND iy db AHBO

This day We save you in your body so that you may be a sign for those who
come after you... (Yunus, 10:92)

References

Commentary Sara al-Fajr, S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Qur'an and Modern Science, M Bucalille, Pages 16,17



Exercise

Find a book in your local library about ancient Eqypt and look up the
Pharaoh Merneptah. Write some notes about him in the space below.



CLASS 11 - LESSON 6
Surah al "Alag - 1

Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has nineteen verses. It is Surah
number 96 in the Holy Qur'an. “Alag” means “Clot of blood”

The first five Ayat of this Sturah were the first verses to be revealed to
the Holy Prophet (S). After reciting or hearing the last verse, there is a
Wajib Sajdah.

Text and Translation
o KOEB)L Al B bedp
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
ox fifii OB b kel Gee
1. Read (O Mu<ammad) in the name of your Lord who created (all
things),

ox [IB Af BakS AGL 2

2. He created man from a clot.

ol w é[lﬁﬁfﬁ3

3. Recite (O Muhammad)! Your Lord is the most honourable,
ol KD AR 68y 4
4. Who taught (to write) with the pen,

o¢ AEEH A0 1A Bake AR 5

5. (He) taught man what he did not know.

o0 OfDED A& JEE Yio 6



CLASS 11 -LESSON 7

Sdrah al "Alaq - 2

6. Nay, verily man tends to rebel,
o¢ Ofcline Bjie7
7. As he thinks himself self-sufficient.
oc OTHGH dHE OB FES
8. Veerily to your Lord is the return.
ot Ot 680 B&E#D I
9. Have you seen him who forbids

oc OFiu 1gBIER 10

10. A servant (of Ours) when he prays?
ot Ofed Ok Ao & OkED 11
11. Have you thought Iif he (the prayer) is rightly guided,
o¢ O]Z8p b ES 12
12. Or he enjoins piety?
oc ORER Bho A8 O&MD 13
13. Have you thought that if he belies the truth and turns back,
oc OfB BB Filp Ach e 14

14. Does he not know that Allah sees?

ou GERbN bczedD | Eitk 26 A® Yio 15



15. Nay, (let him beware), if he does not desist We surely drag him by
the forelock,

X A - LIl A N\ ‘AV\ M 1
o” GBla CHpo eHeibh 16
16.A forelock, lying, sinning.
o U FH& ased 77
17. Then, let him call his council of associates,
ou GBH 8fH 18

18. We too shall call the (stern) keepers of hell.

- "l 0 "- v, u S d ; N\
o= tojiiil BdmiR EA® . Yo 19
19. Nay, do not obey him, but prostrate yourself and draw near (to your
Lord).
Merits of Reciting Suratul "Alaq

1. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites this Sarah will be
regarded as though he has recited the entire Qur'an.

2. Imam Ja'far a# @adiq (A) is quoted saying that one who recites this Sarah,
then dies that day or night will have died as a martyr and like one who
assisted the Holy Prophet (S) with his sword.

Reference
The Holy Quran, S V Mir A<mad "Ali

Exercise
Answer the following questions.
1. How many Wajib Sujud are there in the Holy Qur'an?

2. In which Sdras do they occur?
3. What is the recommended recital in the Wajib Sajdah?



CLASS 11 - LESSON 8
The Event of Ghadir

After performing his farewell \aj, the Holy Prophet (S) was heading back to
Madina when the following Ayah was revealed:

. B AP dhE bHBrA of Bhaj B
O Prophet! Deliver what has been sent down to you from your Lord;
¢ P Ba 180 B a8 Ak
and If you do not do it, (it will be as if) )///iu have not delivered His message (at
all);

¢ pibl g A BRR
and Allah will protect you from (the mischief) of men,
o A D B OfR O B EE
verily Allah does not guide a disbelieving people. (al Ma idah, 5:67)

On receiving this command, the Holy Prophet (S) stopped immediately and
gathered the Muslims. The date was 18" of —ul \ijjah, 10AH. The place was
Ghadir Khum. The Holy Prophet (S) delivered a lengthy sermon, recounting
and summarising the message of Islam. At the end, he asked the audience if
he had conveyed to them the commands of Allah, enumerating them one after
the other. The huge gathering all said in one voice, “Yes!”.

At this point, the Holy Prophet (S) asked them, “Do | not have a greater
authority over you than your own selves?” They agreed. Then the Holy
Prophet (S) called Imam "Ali (A) and raising him high so that everyone could
see him, he said, “O people! Alldh is my Mawla (Master) and | am the Mawla
of the faithful.” Then, he declared:

foba 160 Fobe BB &

Of whomever | am the Master, (this) Ali is his Master.

HER Ap @8 B B A3 BB MO



O Allah! Love those who love "Ali, and be the enemy of the enemies of Ali.
O yuuns .s o - pywass e = O Y pe
Blie Ag Dbeth Cjivh A5 jvbB
Help those who help "Ali, and forsake those who forsake "All.

After this, the Holy Prophet (S) descended from the pulpit and the Muslims
gathered around Imam "Ali (A) to congratulate him and promise him their
allegiance.

With the matter of succession secure, the following verse was revealed at this

time:
This day | have perfected for you your religion,
Bt Actih DR
and have completed My favour on you,
c Dl Aved AOO OHYE B
and have chosen for you Islam (as your) religion. (al Ma idah, 5:3)

Imam "Ali ar Ri_& (A) has said that the day of Ghadir is a day of *id. It is a
blessed day. One should fast and devote the day to the worship of Allah.
Amongst the A'mal are 2 Raka at @alat (like Sub<), after which 100 times
“Al<amdu Lillah” and 100 times “Shukran Lillah” should be recited, followed by
Ziyarat of Imam "Ali (A).

References

Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Al
Ahlul Bait; Their Status, Manner and Course, Al-Balagh Foundation



Exercise

When the news of the appointment of Imam "Ali (A) spread round, a man
called Harith bin Nu'man came to Madina to challenge the truth of it. The
event has been recorded in the opening verses of Saratul Ma’arij, (70:1-3).
Write the meanings of the verses below and a brief account summarising the
Tafsir of S V Mir A<mad "Ali about these verse - see page 1235.

Aoy (Bt (LED Béa W

ot YD O¢ BY AE o' €l D ok



CLASS 11 - LESSON 9

Short Sarahs from the Holy Qur'an

Sdrah al Inshirah

Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is Surah

number 94 in the Holy Qur'an. “Inshira<” means “Expansion’, and refers
to the word “Nashra<” used in the first verse.

This Surah is considered as a continuation of the previous Surah (a_
—u<a).

Text and Translation
o KOEB)L Al B bedp
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
ot Bibiu &0 ek sl

1. Have We not expanded for you (O Mu<ammad) your heart,

ol 6% é@ B@/%

2. And taken off from you your burden,
ou BfED  H6&)
3. Which weighed down your back,

oc BPER BO HepER

4. And exalted your fame?

ol Af&ﬁjﬁﬁﬁ %E@

5. Verily, with every difficulty there is ease,

0¢ A;ﬁy&a% Ba EE



6. Verily, with every difficulty there is ease,
oy EEVED B&D I

7. So when you have completed (the duties of your ministry), then
establish (your successor),

o= BEHD 8 )1 O}

8. And to your Lord, return.

Tafsir

Ayah 1: The term “expanded your breast (or heart)” is an expression used in
the Holy Qur'an to mean increasing the capacity of the person to receive
knowledge and guidance from Allah. The Holy Prophet (S) was specially
blessed by Allah to understand and carry out His commands.

Ayat 2, 3: The burden is the great responsibility of spreading the message of
Islam that the Holy Prophet (S) worked so hard for. The Holy Prophet (S) had
prayed for a helper and Allah had appointed Imam "Ali to help him to lighten
the burden.

Ayah 4: The fame of the Holy Prophet (S) was secured for all time when Allah
made Salawat on him Wajib in every @alat and in the Adhan.

Ayét 5,6: After declaring his Prophethood, the life of the Holy Prophet (S) had
been filled with struggle and difficulty. At times it seemed that Islam and the
Muslims would not survive. He had faced all these trials with patience. Here,
Alldh assures him that after hardship there would be ease. The verse is
repeated to emphasise the promise of Allah that the mission of the Holy
Prophet (S) would be successful and the whole of "Arabia would come under
the fold of Islam.

Ayah 7: This important verse is a command to the Holy Prophet (S) to inform
the people of his successor. Now that his mission was coming to an end, the
Holy Prophet (S) would soon depart this world. One important task that
remained was to nominate his successor. He appointed Imam "Ali (A) at
Ghadir Khum on 18" Dhul \ijjah in 10 AH.



Ayah 8: An invitation from Allah to the Holy Prophet (S) to retire from this
world of his own will and return to Him.

Merits of Reciting Sarah al Inshirah

The Holy Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites it will be given a reward

as though he had met the Holy Prophet (S) grieved, and had removed the
cause of his grief.

References

Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Al
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri

Exercise

1. Memorise the Sdrah

2. Ayatulldh Sistani has mentioned an important rule about this Sudrah in his
book “Islamic Laws”. Look up rule no. 987, and write it below.



CLASS 11 - LESSON 10
The Issue of Tahrif in the Holy Qur'an

Tahrif refers to tampering with the letters or words of the verses of the Holy
Qur'an, changing them from the original revealed form. There are many weak
Hadith about such changes. Indeed, the Shi'ah are often accused of believing
in a different Qur’an than the one in common use; one that contains many
more verses, including some that clearly state the merits of Imam "Ali (A).
These accusations are baseless, as we do not and have never had a Qur'an
any different from the one all Muslims use today.

The Holy Qur'an itself denies that any verses have been changed because
Alldh Himself pledges to guard it:

o BBOFO EO NiE B §obi Bl b AZd e
Verily, We have sent down the Reminder (Quran) and We will most surely be
its guardian (al \ijjr, 15:9)

The Holy (,Qur'én further ls~a¥s: o . ) )
oy CHB B[O il « A% ThO piidib D Al Fe

Verily those who disbelieve in the Reminder (Quran) when it comes to
them (should know) that it most surely it is a mighty Book. ¢

165 AP (R B At A HONED B U
Falsehood shall never come to it from before it or from behind it

o CH¥ (HH A DHe

a revelation from the Wise, the Praised One.
(\a@ Mim Sajdah, 41:41,42)

From the above verses we see that the Holy Qur'an is divinely protected from
any tampering.



The issue of Tahrif is based on the original collection and compilation of the
verses of the Holy Qur'an, because there is no question that after the time of
the third Caliph, the verses have been transmitted from Muslim to Muslim with
any change. If there was any tampering, it would have occurred just after the
passing away of the Holy Prophet (S).

From Hadith we know that this cannot have happened. Here are three proofs.

1. The Hadith of Thagalayn is famous and undisputed. The Holy Prophet (S)
said, “I am leaving behind “Thagalayn” (the two weighty things). The Book
of Alldh (Qur'an) and my Ahlul Bayt....” The fact that he said he was
leaving the Qur'an meant that it was already in a compiled form, and was
known to the Muslims.

2. The Holy Prophet (S) said, “Jibra’il had placed before me the Qur’an for
review once a year and in the last year of my ministry, he did so twice
which indicated that the time of my departure from this world was close at
hand.” This shows that both Alldh and the Holy Prophet (S) acted to ensure
that no alteration in the verses could occur.

3. Various Ahadith from the Holy Prophet (S) describe reciting particular
Sdras in certain prayers. If these Suras were not known to the people, they
would not have understood what to do. It therefore follows that the Holy
Qur'an was available already compiled in the lifetime of the Holy Prophet

(S).
References

The Collection & Preservation of Quran (Al Bayan fi Tafsiril Qur'an), Ayatullah
Syed Abul Qasim al Khu'i.
The Holy Quran, S V Mir A<mad "Ali



Exercise

The collection, recital and explanation of the Holy Qur'an is safeguarded by
Alldh Himself. Study the following verses of Surah al Qiyamah (75:16-19) and
write the meaning below the text and a brief explanation of the verses.

oc o OHR dBEE Hy B§AR O
o ou x CEA B CENE DER B

0 X E%%b a@ﬁ%\@



CLASS 11 - LESSON 11

Short Sdrahs from the Holy Qur'an
Sdrah al Layl
Introduction

This Sdrah was revealed in Makka. It has twenty one verses. It is Surah
number 92 in the Holy Qur'an. “Layl” means “Night”.

Text and Translation
o KOEE Bi3g) B Aedp
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
o O{’ @ A% %
1. By the night when it veils (all things with darkness),
o1 Ofls igE BEVIB
2. By the aay when it appears radiant,

o0 O B joivi f 1E8

3. By that (power) which created male and female.

o¢ OffO AdA JEE

4. Verily your striving is for diverse ends.
o O{NAE Oﬁ% @ B},ﬁ‘D
5. He who gives (to others) and adopts Tagwa (is mindful of Allah’s laws),
o’ Ofadob réa

6. And believes in the best (Islam),



o’ 0_{ 2715 fﬁ(ﬁ 7
7. We shall indeed make smooth the path to bliss for him,
0 Ofetimhl DBE Agi i1 A

8. But he who does not give (is miserly) and thinks himself
self-sufficient,

o Ot i héh
9. And belies the best (Islam),
0¢ O_{ 5630) E_iﬁ RO
10. We shall indeed make smooth for him the path to affliction,
o¢ OEA \gP FOQ EER BesH igh
11. And his riches will not avail him when he perishes.
o 6w « OFED 1kl R
12. Verily it is for Us to guide (show the right way),

o OJeliE. G ¥s b E&

13. And to Us belong the end (hereatfter) and the beginning (the worldly
life).

ox OB \HE ACGHRID
14. So | warn you of the blazing fire
o0 OZghl UP iEeefd
15. No one will be thrown in it but the most wretched,
oc Ofh Hho G

16. Who belies the truth and turns his back.



ol O% B%E

17. He who safeguards himself against evil shall be removed far from I,

ox Opkh o SR G
18. Who gives of his wealth to purify himselr,

ol O{WM% E% WQ B@ﬁ

19. And (not in return for) any favour done to him by anyone that should
be recompensed,

ox Ol68 BE Eob Badele
20. Save the seeking of the pleasure of his Lord, the Most High,
o= Of/jb &bad
21. And soon he shall attain contentment.

Tafsir

Ayat 1-4: Here Allah mentions the contrast found in nature. The darkness of
night is contrasted with the light of the day. The nature of men is contrasted
with that of women. Similarly, the conclusion is found in verse 4, where it is
stated that man’s aims in life are diverse - either towards good or in contrast,
towards evil.

Ayat 5-11: The righteous Muslim is identified as one who is generous with
what he has been blessed with, one who is mindful of the limits set by Allah
and one who sincerely believes in Islam. For such a person, Alldh makes the
path easier so that the journey to heaven is smoother. In contrast, the evil
ones adopt miserliness, greed, arrogance and they belittle Islam. For them,
Alldh makes the path to Hell smoother. And the riches which he was so proud
of will be of no use to him in the hereatfter.

Ayat 12-21: Allah has taken upon Himself the responsibility for the guidance
of humanity. To this end He sent books, messengers and guides. After that,
man was allowed to use his freedom of choice to decide his own actions. For



those who choose to defy and disobey Allah, a blazing fire awaits. They are
described as the most wretched. On the other hand, those who choose the
path of obedience and piety, for them awaits eternal bliss in the next life. They
will be the content ones.

Merits of Reciting Sarah al Layl

The Holy Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites this Sarah will be given so
much that he is satisfied, and Allah will not let him be exposed to hardship
and will make life easy for him.

References
Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Al
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri

Exercise

1. Memorise the Surah.

2. In his commentary about the miserliness of the evil-doers mentioned in
verses 8-10, S V Mir A<mad "Ali mentions a story of the poor man whose
neighbour did not allow him any dates from his tree. Briefly recount the
story below.



CLASS 11 - LESSON 12
Prophet Ibrahim and Namrud

When Namruad claimed to be god, Prophet Ibrahim confronted him. He first
told the king that Allah controls life and death, but Namrad said that he could
order the death of any of his subjects at any time, so he too controlled life and
death. At that time Prophet Ibrahim (A) issued another challenge and Namruad
could not reply. The Holy Qur'an says:

i &GO B B} AD G 68 ACjHR XK 680 OF i Al
Did you not see him who disputed with lbrahim about his Lord, because Allah
had given him the kingdom ?

) WA B OBR b o AC{He s gb
When lbrahim said to him: “My Lord is He who gives life and causes to die.”
¢« QDB 0¥ b B
He said. ‘I (also) give life and cause to die.”
Hippdd AE oheib ol By D ALjHeliR
Then lbrahim said: “Verily, Allah causes the sun to rise from the east,
¢ §&D OB QD bpaid A 1D PH

S0 you cause it to rise from the west !” Thus he who disbelieved was made
speechless.

o Al AiH OFER O BY B

And Allah does not guide the unjust people.(al Bagarah, 2.258)

Prophet Ibrahim (A) lived with his uncle Azar, who made and sold idols. While
still a young boy of 16, he decided to confront his people.



The Holy Qur'an says:
o x AHE 6 B Gik A Ched Algjterdd fab
Verily, We gave lbrahim his uprightness (from) before, and We knew him well.
o AHEH JED ARROR) GHREDI EB0 1A FalR B EHE O3E g
When he sard to his father (uncle) and his people, “What are these images to
which you c//'ng (as ob/'ecz‘s of worship)?”

o AR 1ED VEH rEbHE (bed
They said, “We found our fathers worshippers of them.”

o Bbg Uiy 6@ A60B B Adieske & tia

Verily, you and your fathers have been in clear error.”

o AHED Af B AD pEdD MEBO [HH%

They said, “Have you brought us the truth or are you one of those who jest?”
ou k AGFOO B o-dde B Pt Lé 81 BB

He said, “No! Your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, who created
them,

o A A sed O)R DR

and | am one of those who bear witness to this.

o Abpdd (b AD fih Aogked FEEDEEY B4 B

And, by Allah, | shall devise a scheme against your idols after you go away
and turn your backs.”

o AHEDE P AAED AR \gH U \ghEl ABGHO

So he broke them into pieces, except the chief of them, that possibly they
may return to it.

o Ay ASD Fle riEdb B0 20 Ad bR

They said, “Who has done this to our gods? Verily, he is of the unjust.”




o ¢ RYHRFO B A8k O Ml 18
They said, “We heard a youth speak of them. He is called lbrahim.”

o AbkFed AEED pibi A6 0)8 Ho (4D \béd

They said, “Then bring him before the eyes of the people, that they may bear
witness.”

o ¢ BE§HB( WG B Ok b
_They saia, "Did you do this to our gods, O lbrahim?”
o A EEO AE AOHERD M6l AcPED ou 1 EEO BB TR

He said, “(No) he did it (who did it). Here is their chief, ask them, if they can
speak.”

o v APEGHI Kb AGIE ThEDD ABASR0)R [HEHjO
Then they turned to themselves and said, “Verily, you are yourselves unjust.”
o AbERER@E( 13 OAE B« ABDEER O)8 /BAGR MG
Then they turned down on their heads (utterly baffled). (They said) “You know
full well that these (idols) do not speak!”

oI B b F M ARR0 1A B BEA AR ABESHED B
He said, “What! Do you worship then beside Allah that which cannot profit
you, or do you harm?

o BHEH YD B Bed Ap Aebiih 1AE A& €4

Fie on you and those you worship beside Allah. What! Do you not
understanad?”

o ANE AEe A6 AGED [BfRvbB B 1b8a
They sard, “IIBIf/rn him ,émc/ sa\ve yOLIlII’ gods, if yOL\/ do (a/”7 ),/z‘h/?g at all)”
o1 HEjE0) W b icpp 6B B

We (Allah) said, “O fire, be cool and safe for lbrahim.”



o x Alphade SHGEHO /G o BaEE
And the J: \/'nt‘ena’eq’ to en"z‘rap /7/'/27, but We /71&0’6 ’them t‘h\e qusz‘,/ise{s. )
o AHE 1B i B8 ook O 056 B Bbeh B

And We delivered him and L (and brought them safely) to the land which
We have blessed for the universe. (al Anbiya, 21:51-71)

Reference
The Holy Quran, S V Mir A<mad "Ali

Exercise
On page 723 of his commentary, S V Mir A<mad "Ali describes the day when

Prophet Ibrahim broke the idols. Read the passage and briefly write about it
below.



CLASS 11 - LESSON 13
Prophet Yusuf (A) and the King's Dream

The adventures of Prophet Yusuf (A) are recounted in detail in the Surah by
his name. After arriving in Egypt, he was falsely accused and was put in
prison through no fault of his. The Holy Qur'an says:

o= NEB Of Fifiiedd Ok B jzefh A8 se08h M
Then it occurred to them (even) after they had seen the signs (of his

innocence) that they should put him in prison for a time.
(Yusuf, 12:35)

In prison Prophet Yusuf (A) met two men, whose asked him to explain their

dreams to them: _ ) .
¢ Al Avd) BER DacR

And two young men entered the prison with him.
x IphE /8D 6O o FASEHD B
One of them said: "Verily | saw myself (in a dream) pressing wine.”
"B fi bib bR 686 GO Kby D 6 fabe biA
And the other saird. ‘I saw myself (in a dream) carrying bread on my head,
and birds were eating thereof.”

o AHBZED A Bfk e « B b

“Tell us” (they said) “the interpretation, verily we see you are one who does
good.” (Yusuf, 12:36)

Prophet Yusuf, (A) after preaching about Allah, explained the two men’s

dreams:
x hghé Fli 68D MAORH0 1D Aud! 0HNRY{

“O my two fellow - prisoners, as to one of you, he will pour out wine for his
lord to drink;



. b6 A fib Bamd Kol fabe i b
as to the other, he shall be crucified, then the birds shall eat from his head.
o ¢ Al He o8 fotk 68
The matter that you two have asked has been decreed so.”
(Ydsuf 12:41)

Prophet Yusuf (A) then asked the prisoner that was to survive to mention him
to the king, but the prisoner forgot until the king had a dream which no one
could interpret:

. O ff Gipége 158 REFIO RS B8R W

And he said to him of the two who he knew would be saved, “Mention me to
your lord.”

0ac AHR Geep Aud) 08 Sid I §66 Afbel BN

But the devil caused him to forget to mention it to his lord, so he stayed in
prison for some years.

ele eix REdD Mad Pjd s O 6 H&d Wk
And the king said: “Verily | saw in a dream seven fat cows
which seven lean ones were devouring,

- OO jail joa OYi G
and seven green ears (of corn) and other (seven) dry.
o AEfEE IEpe A AP OlD 68 oEHED BAD DB
O my chiefs, explain to me my dream, If you can interpret dreams.”
o AH D Myl vl AZE 126 « Ao 3 ieped (b
They said. “(These are) confused dreams, and we do not know the
interpretation of such dreams.”

a0 fh JoRiE DABR DHE 6B TIRE

And he of the two was released, and (now) at length remembered, said:



o[BS o ASHH0 1D
“I will give you its interpretation, so let me go for it.”
B8 Pjah ch 08 1D A 1ED A AR
“O Yusuf the truthful, expound for us the seven fat cows
) OO Fah jeed O)ah ciit SMHS i REdD
which seven lean ones are devouring and the seven green ears (of corn) and
other (seven) ary,

o AbAGE ABGED pibi Od 888D 0&Y)
that | may return to the people, so that they may know.”
« b AbR G AHSEHS 263
He said: “You shall sow seven years as usual,
o BHATH NG DHR U Hdmh 68 epihio Athivd 1ED
but that which you reap, leave in its ears, except a little, of which you shall
eat.

RED Ak 1a Al afg oz bd 66 AG 6l Aa
Then, after that, will come seven years of hardship which will consume all that
you have laid up beforehand against them,

o AHEYAR NG DHE UE
except a little which you shall preserve.
o BERVARERER pib AiAEDBE o4 &0 GEh A
Then will come after that a year in which people will have abundant rain, and
in which they will press (the grapes). (Yusur, 12:42-49)



Exercise

The king was delighted with the interpretations of Prophet Yusuf (A) and
called him to come to him. However, Prophet Yusuf (A) refused. Study the
next few verses and in the space below, explain why.



CLASS 11 - LESSON 14
Signs of Alldh (Recitation Practice)

In many places in the Holy Qur'an, Alldh recounts His Signs and asks us to
think about them. Let us study some of these verses:

He it is who sends down water from the heavens for you, from it you drink,
o BHEOE HE g e b
and out of it (grows) plants which you use as pasture for your cattle.
AHib) B 23ib) B A0 Bl
He grows for you thereby corn, olives,
¢ Pl 86 &8 B Hiipee B ol B
dates, grapes and fruits of every kind.
o i AERRER MEEE (F BF) 68 e

Verily, in this is a sign for those who reflect. (an Na</, 16:10)

. PRl itded o dae 08 46D G4 1B

And whatever He has produced in the earth of varied colours,
o Ebfhi Akee df od 68 ke

verily, there is a sign in this for those who (gratefully) bear in mind (the
favours of Allah)

Hpd 147D e (bafie j2id jba 6B e
He it is who has made the sea submissive (to you) that you may eat fresh
meat from It,

« DEEHAE (R B APl |

and obtain ornaments which you wear.



r =~ A 1 A e QA Fi A gass A Ty fe
Feeo &2 (b6HID B B2 jatn 260 Oft B
You see the ships cleaving through it that you may seek of His grace,

o EE"O/ ”- g’ Iil--\ a

and that you may give thanks. (an Na</, 16.13,14)

\p0h B AEBBIA kipeR viehl PjA AgR

And in the fruits of the date-palm and in the grapes, from which you obtain

/ntoxicant drinks

EH ekl E
and (other) goodly nourishment.

o Abdk MR (H B4 68 e

Verily, in this is a sign for the people who understand.
(an Na<l, 16:67)

¢ iR HEbIB B8 B bbb MEH B Bk A

What! Do they not see that We have made the night so that the may rest
therein, and the day to give them light (fo see)?

o AHEE Mt O dd 6e ke

Verily, there are signs in this for people who believe.
(an Naml, 27.86)

Reference
The Holy Quran, S V Mir A<mad "Ali

Exercise

1.

2.

3.

In Ayah 158 of Suratul Bagarah, two signs of Allah are mentioned. What
are these two signs?

What is the quality of the person who respects the signs of Alldh, according
to Ayah 32 of Suratul \aj?

Write the translation of the whole Ayah below.



CLASS 11 - LESSON 15
Science in The Holy Qur'an
Embryology

The description of the development of the human baby in the womb of the
mother has been described in several places in the Holy Qur'an. Modern
scientists marvel at the accuracy of the process described in its verses.

The Holy Qur'an says:
NG 66 A8 1B Ac&) 0 BEHE 68 Addhbh
He creates you in the womb of your mothers, in stages, one after another,
. SJ 0D 68
In three (veils of) darkness.
o Abgmed OfD « A Ul Be o . & B sdla BBl A0F
He is Allah, your Lord. His is the kingdom (authority). There is no god but He,
where then do you turn away? (az Zumar 39:6)

The stages in the development of human embryos was not described until
the 20th century. According to modern scientific knowledge, the three veils of
darkness may refer to: (1) the anterior abdominal wall; (2) the uterine wall;
and (3) the amniochorionic membrane - see Figure 1.

Figure 1

Drawing of a sagittal section of a female's abdomen
and pelvis showing a foetus in utero. Veils of
darkness are:

(1) the anterior abdominal wall;
(2) the uterine wall, and
(3) the amniochorionic membrane




o Bl AE A Ae Aol N &R
Verily, We created man from an extract of clay,
TAXY =) rimi AA Anww O O A “4
o < DED U§E 68 DA HGH M
Then We made him of a drop (Nwtah), in a firm resting place,

(Beed GHED MO (R &b D M

Then We made the drop into a leech-like (clinging) structure ("Alagah), then
we made the leech-like structure into a lump of chewed flesh (Mu_ghah)

7 JAZD B2 A0 18 GieeAd N0

and we made the lump of chewed flesh into bones ("~ama), then We clothed
the bones with flesh (La<ma),

« 0} B EfEeAd
thereafter We caused it to grow into another creation.
o ¢ AHEDHD AR¥D B BHED
So blessed be Allah, the best of creators. (al Mu'minun, 23:13,14)

The drop or Nwfah is usually translated as the sperm, but a more meaningful
interpretation would be the zygote which divides to form a blastocyst which is
implanted in the uterus (the firm resting place).

The word "Alagah refers to a leech or bloodsucker. This is an excellent
description of the human embryo from days 7-24 when it clings to the wall of
the uterus, in the same way that a leech clings to the skin. It is remarkable
how much the embryo of 23-24 days resembles a leech - see Figure 2.

= Wﬂ Figure 2

A drawing of a leech or bloodsucker and below a
drawing of a 24 day-old human embryo. Note the
leech-like appearance of the human embryo at

this stage.



The word Mu_ghah means chewed substance or chewed lump. Toward the
end of the fourth week, the human embryo looks somewhat like a chewed
lump of flesh - see Figure 3. The chewed appearance results from the
somites which resemble teeth marks. The somites represent the beginnings
of the vertebrae.

Figure 3

A plasticine model of the human embryo which
has the appearance of chewed flesh. Right, a
drawing of a 28 day-old human embryo showing
bead-like somites which resemble the teeth
marks in the model shown to the left.

“And we made the lump of chewed flesh into
bones (‘I~ama), then We clothed the bones with flesh (La<ma)” The verse
indicates that out of the chewed lump stage, bones and muscles form. This is
in accordance with embryological development. First the bones form as
cartilage models and then the muscles (flesh) develop around them.

“Thereafter We caused it to grow into another creation.” This next part of the
verse implies that the bones and muscles result in the formation of another
creature. This may refer to the human-like embryo that forms by the end of
the eighth week. At this stage it has distinctive human characteristics After the
eighth week, the human embryo is called a foetus. This may be the new
creature to which the verse refers.

The interpretation of the verses in the Holy Qur'an referring to human
development would not have been possible in the 7th century A.D., or even a
hundred years ago. We can interpret them now because the science of
modern embryology affords us new understanding. Undoubtedly there are
other verses in the Holy Qur'an that will be better understood in the future as
our knowledge increases.

References

The Holy Quran, S V Mir A<mad "Ali



“Before we are Born”, Keith L. Moore, Ph.D., F.ILA.C, Professor of Anatomy
and Associate Dean, Basic Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, University of
Toronto, Canada.

Exercise

o BBjOe )] D ¢ e B iR B 66e A0D BEHR
This is part of Ayah 9 of Suratus Sajdah.

1. Write its translation below.

2. According to the verse, what is the order in which the senses develop?

3. How is this the consistent with modern knowledge on development of the
foetus?



