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Student Notes for Class 11 

 
        This poem refers to the Holy Prophet Muhammad (S): 

He reached the greatest heights by his perfection, 
He dispelled the darkness by his beauty, 
All his attributes were good ones, 
Send salutations on him and his family. 

AL MAHDI MADRASAH 
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QUR’ÁN  SYLLABUS - CLASS 11 
 
 
LESSON 1 - THE RESPECT OF THE HOLY QUR’AN AND THE    
      AKHLÁQ OF  ITS  RECITATION. 
LESSON 2 - THE WRITING AND COLLECTION OF THE HOLY  

   QUR'ÁN. 
LESSON 3 - DU'A AL FARAJ 
LESSON 4 - DU`Á FROM THE HOLY QUR’ÁN. 
LESSON 5 - STORIES FROM THE HOLY QUR’ÁN 
LESSON 6 - SÚRAH AL `ALAQ - 1 
LESSON  7 - SÚRAH AL `ALAQ - 2 
LESSON  8 - THE EVENT OF GHADÍR 
LESSON  9 - SHORT SÚRAHS FROM THE HOLY QUR’ÁN   

   (SÚRAH AL INSHIRAH) 
LESSON 10 - THE ISSUE OF TAHRÍF IN THE HOLY QUR'ÁN  
LESSON 11 - SHORT SÚRAHS FROM THE HOLY QUR’ÁN 

    (SÚRAH AL LAYL) 
LESSON 12 - PROPHET IBRÁHÍM AND NAMRÚD 
LESSON 13 - PROPHET YÚSUF (A) AND THE KING’S DREAM 
LESSON 14 - SIGNS OF ALLÁH (RECITATION PRACTICE) 
LESSON 15 - SCIENCE IN THE HOLY QUR’ÁN 

AL MAHDI MADRASAH 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 1 
 

The Respect of the Holy Qur’án and the Akhláq of its Recitation 
 
The Holy Qur'án is a book containing the words of Alláh. It should be treated 
with the respect it deserves. This respect should also extend to any book, 
such as this manual, wherein there are verses of the Holy Qur’an. 
 
In this lesson we will learn how to respect the Holy Qur’an and how to recite it. 
 
1. The words of the Holy Qur'án should only be touched after doing Wudhu. 

Alláh says: 

o ¢ äÆæËåjéÈòñåÀô»A úÜêA "ÉínäÀäÍ úÜ 

None should touch it except the purified.(al-Wáqi`áh, 56:79) 
 
2. However, you may recite the words at any time, even without Wudhu. Allah 

says: 

 æÁøÈøIæÌåÄåU Ó}¼ä§ ìË AçeæÌå¨å³ ìË BçÀ{Îê³ äÉé}¼»A äÆæËåjó·æhäÍ äÅæÍêhú»òA 

Those who remember Allah (recite Qur’án), standing, sitting and reclining, 

X ø~æiæòÜA äË êP{Ì{Àìn»A øµô¼äa æÏê¯ äÆæËåjú¸ä°äNäÍ äË 

and think and wonder about the creation of the heavens and the earth… 
(Áli Imrán, 3:191) 

 
3. Always begin the recitation with Ta`awwudh. Alláh says: 

o øÁæÎêUìj»A øÆBòñæÎìr»A äÅê¿ êÉé}¼»BøI æhê¨äNæmBò¯ äÆ}Aæjå´ô»A äPôAäjä³ AägêBò¯  

When you recite the Qur’án, seek refuge in Alláh from Shai>án, the accursed 
(an-Na<l, 16:98) 

Ta`awwudh means to recite øÁæÎêUìj»A øÆBòñæÎìr»A äÅê¿ êÉé}¼»BøI ågæÌå§òA 

which means, “I seek refuge in Alláh from Shai>án the accursed. 

4. After Ta`awwudh, recite øÁæÎêYìj»A øÅ{ÀæYìj»A êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI which means, “I 

begin in the name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful”. 
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5. Even if you know the verses by heart, it is better to recite while looking at 

the words, as this increases the rewards many times. 
 
5. It is Sunnat to recite the Holy Qur'án with your head covered and while 

facing the Qiblah. 
 
6. The Holy Qur’an should be recited without rushing, in a clear manner. Alláh 

says: 

oõ õÝæÎêMæjäM äÆ}Aæjå´ô»A ø½éêMäi äË 

And recite the Qur’án in a regulated tone. (al-Muzzammil, 73:4) 
8. When the Qur’an is being recited, listen attentively and do not eat or talk. 

Allah says: 

o äÆæÌåÀäYæjåM æÁó¸ú¼ä¨ò» AæÌåNêvæÃòA äË "Éò» AæÌå¨êÀäNæmBò¯ åÆ}Aæjå´ô»A äÙøjä³ AägêAäË 

And when the Qur’án is recited, listen to it with (full) attention, so that you may 
be blessed with mercy. (al-A`ráf, 7:204) 

  
9. Do not leave the Holy Qur'án open and unattended or in a place where it 

may be disrespected. Recite from it regularly and do not leave it unread on 
the shelf. Allah says: 

oAçiæÌåVæÈä¿ äÆ}Ajå ố»A Aäh{Ç AæËåhäbìMA Óê¿æÌä³ ìÆêA éêLäj{Í ó¾æÌåmìj»A ò¾Bä³äË 

And the Prophet (S) shall say, “O my Lord! Verily my people abandoned this 
Qur’án.” (al-Furqán, 25:30) 

 
10. Worn-out pages of the Holy Qur'án or paper with verses of the Holy 

Qur'án must not be thrown in the bin, Instead they should be recycled or 
buried. 

 
References 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
The Science of Reciting the Qur’án, M Surty, Pages 30-34 
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Exercise 
Choose the correct meaning of the `Arabic words below and learn them. They 
are all from the verses taught in this lesson. 
 

äÆæËåjó·æhäÍ 

a) those who remember        b) those who are remembered  
c) those who provide            d) those who forgot 
 

æÁøÈøIæÌåÄåU Ó}¼ä§ 

a) on their feet b) on their hands    c) at work    d) on their sides 
 

åÆ}Aæjå´ô»A äÙøjä³ AägêAäË 

a) when they see the Qur’án b) when they read the Qur’án 
c) when the Qur’án is recited d) when they take the Qur’án 
 

äÆæÌåÀäYæjåM æÁó¸ú¼ä¨ò» 

a) so that you may be taken to heaven 
b) so that you may be shown mercy 
c) so that you may be cursed 
d) so that you may be forgiven 

¾æÌåmìj»A ò¾Bä³äË 

a) and the Prophet (S) asked b) and the Prophet (S) was told 
c) and the Prophet (S) said d) and the Prophet (S) went 
 

øÁæÎêUìj»A 

a) the cursed one  b) the blessed one  c) the good one  d) the lost one 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 2 
 
The Writing and Collection of the Holy Qur'án 
 
From the time of the first revelation, the Muslims began to write down the 
verses of the Holy Qur'án. They wrote the verses on animal-skins or 
parchment or other objects.  This is why, in many places the Holy Qur'án 
refers to itself as al-Kitáb (the written thing, the book) 
 
In addition, the Holy Prophet (S) appointed special scribes to record the 
verses. Some of these scribes were `Alí bin Abí ^álib (A), Ubayy bin Ka`b, 
and later, Zaid bin Thábit. The Holy Prophet (S) would immediately inform 
these companions of the revelation of any new verses. He used to worry that 
some of the verses might be forgotten, until Alláh assured him: 
 

¢
 !ÉøI ò½äVæ¨äNê» ò¹êÃBänê» !ÉøI ôºéøjäZåM òÜ 

Do not move your tongue with it (the Qur’an) to hasten it. 

o X "ÉäÃ}Aæjå³ äË "Éä¨æÀäU BäÄæÎò¼ä§ ìÆêA 

Verily, its collection and its recitation is Our responsibility.  
(al-Qiyámah, 75:16,17) 

 
At the time of dictation to the scribes, the Holy Prophet (S) would also inform 
them of the placement of that áyah or áyát in the súrahs. It is for this reason 
that we find Madani áyát in Makki súrahs and vice versa. 
 
Unlike the Bible, the Holy Qur'án was already in book-form by the time the 
Holy Prophet (S) passed away. A proof of this fact is  his famous Hadith: 
“I am leaving behind among you two weighty (precious) things; the Book of 
Alláh, and my Ahlul Bayt…” 
 
Authenticity and Completeness of the Holy Qur’án 
 
The Shi`ah are often accused that they believe in a different Qur’án, one that 
contains 40 Parás (instead of 30)! This is, of course, a lie and anyone can 
visit our mosques anywhere in the world to see for themselves the copies of 
the Holy Qur'án that we recite from. 
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We believe that the Holy Qur'án that we have in our hands is no more or less 
than that which was revealed to the Holy Prophet (S). This is for several 
reasons. 
 
1.  Alláh Himself has undertaken the responsibility for preserving it as seen in 

the verse above. Furthermore, He says: 

o
Ü
 èlæÍølä§ èLBäNê¸ò» "ÉìÃêAäË

X
 æÁåÇäÕFäU BìÀò» øjô·éêh»BøI AæËåjä°ò· äÅæÍêhú»A ìÆêA 

Verily, those who disbelieve in the Qur’án when it comes to them (should 
know) that it is a Book of exalted power. 

¢
 !Éê°ô¼äa æÅê¿ òÜ äË êÉæÍäfäÍ øÅæÎäI æÅê¿ ó½ê¢BäJô»A êÉæÎêMôDäÍ úÜ 

oëfæÎêÀäY ùÁæÎê¸äY æÅéê¿ ö½æÍølæÄäM 

No falsehood can come at it from before it or from behind it. It is a revelation 
from the All-Wise, the Praiseworthy.(\á Mím, 41:41,42) 

 
2.  There are may traditions from the Holy Prophet (S) and our Imáms 

describing the rewards (thawáb) of reciting individual súrahs of the Holy 
Qur'án. So if the complete Qur’án did not exist at the time of the Holy 
Prophet (S), then he or his successors could not have described the 
thawáb of every súrah separately. 

 
References 
 
The Qur’án and Hadith, Syed Akhtar Rizvi, Pages 39-46. 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír by S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
 
Exercise 
 
The Holy Qur'án is protected from tampering by Alláh himself as promised in 
a famous verse in Suráh al-\ijr. Find this verse and quote it below. 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 3 
Du`á  al - Faraj. 

 
This Du`á is an example of man’s total reliance on his Creator. The desperate 
words are an outpouring of his helplessness, when surrounded by the trials 
and miseries of this world. 
 
In this Du`á we first outline our miserable condition and then turn to Alláh 
asking Him to relieve us for the sake of the Ma’sumeen (A) by hastening the 
appearance of al-Faraj, Imám Mu<ammad al-Mahdi (A). 
 
We often recite this Du`á as a prelude to the Ziyarat, without appreciating the 
graveness of the words. The Du`á should be recited daily and often. 
 
The text follows separately on the next pages. Use the space below for notes 
as the Du`á is discussed in class. 
 
Du`á  al - Faraj 

øÁæÎêYìj»A øÅ{ÀæYìj»A êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI   

In the name of Alláh the most Beneficent, the most Merciful 

 åÕáäJô»A äÁó¤ä§ æÓøÈ}»êA   

My God, the affliction has become great, 

åÕFä°äbô»A ä ø̀jäI äË 

and the matter has become known 

åÕFòñê¬ô»A ä±ärò æ̧ÃA äË  

and the cover has been removed  

åÕFäUìj»A ä©òñä´æÃA äË   

and the hope has been cut 

å~æiòÜA ⎢Oä³Bäy äË 

and the earth has been straitened 

åÕFäÀìn»A êOä¨êÄå¿ äË   

and the heaven has become inaccessible 

åÆBä¨äNænåÀô»A äOæÃòA äË  
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and from you I seek assistance 

Ó} ä̧NæråÀô»A ò¹æÎò»êA äË  

and to You I refer my complaints  

êÕFäaìj»AäË êÑìf⎢⎟r»A Óê¯ ó¾ìÌä¨åÀô»A ò¹æÎò¼ä§ äË 
and on you do I always rely, whether in hardship or comfort 

ëëfìÀäZå¿ ø¾}A ìË ëfìÀäZå¿ Ó}¼ä§ ø÷½äu ìÁåÈé}¼»A 

O Alláh! Bless Mu<ammad and the family of Mu<ammad 

æÁåÈäNä§Bò¢ BäÄæÎò¼ä§ äOæyäjò¯ äÅæÍêhú»A øjæ¿òòÞA ø•ËóA 

the people of authority whose obedience you have prescribed for us 

òæÁåÈäNò»ølæÄä¿ ò¹ê»{høI BäÄäNô¯ìjä§ äË   

and by that you taught us their status 

ææÁøÈ÷ø´äZøI BìÄä§ æX÷øjä°ò¯ 

then, for their sake, save us 

øjäväJô»A ø\æÀò¼ò· BçJæÍøjä³ õÝêUBä§ BçUäjò¯   

an early and quick salvation - as quick as the twinkling of an eye 

åLäjæ³òA äÌåÇ æËòA   

or even quicker 

åfìÀäZå¿BäÍ íÓê¼ä§BäÍ íÓê¼ä§BäÍ åfìÀäZå¿ BäÍ   

O Mu<ammad! O `Alí! O `Alí! O Mu<ammad! 

øÆBäÎê¯Bò· BäÀó ì̧ÃêBò¯ æÓêÃBäÎê°ô·êA  

save us for verily you are protectors 

øÆAäjêuBäÃ BäÀó ì̧ÃêBò¯ æÓêÃAäjåvæÃA äË  

Help me, for verily you are helpers 

øÆBä¿ìl»A äKêYBäuBäÍ BäÃòÜæÌä¿ BäÍ   

O our Master! O Companion of this Age! 

äTæÌä¬ô»A äTæÌä¬ô»A äTæÌä¬ô»A  

Help! Help! Help! 

æÓêÄô·øiæeòA æÓêÄô·øiæeòA æÓêÄô·øiæeòA   
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Come to my aid! Come to my aid! Come to my aid! 

äÒä§Bìn»òA äÒä§Bìn»òA äÒä§Bìn»òA   

Immediately! Immediately! Immediately! 

ò½äVä¨ô»òA ò½äVä¨ô»òA ò½äVä¨ô»òA   

Hurry! Hurry! Hurry! 

äÅæÎêÀêYAìj»A äÁäYæiòA FäÍ   

O most Merciful of those who are merciful 

äÅæÍøjêÇBúñ»A êÉê»}A äË ëfìÀäZå¿ ø÷µäZøI 

For the sake of Mu<ammad and his pure family 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 4 
 

Du`á from the Holy Qur’án 
 
Introduction 
 
Du`á means a prayer to Alláh. It is different from @alát, because in Du`á, you 
can say the prayer in any language, at any time and in any manner you like. 
 
Imám `Alí (A) has said: “Put your faith in Alláh. Seek His protection. Ask from 
Him alone. To give as well as to withhold lies in His power. Ask for as much of 
His favours as you can. Alláh owns the treasures of the heavens and the 
earth.” 
 
Sometimes your Du`á is not immediately answered. Do not be disappointed, 
but continue to pray. Be patient and believe sincerely in His help. Acceptance 
of your prayer does not mean an instant fulfilment of your wish. Perhaps what 
you have asked for will prove harmful to you and not getting that request may 
be a blessing in disguise. 
 
Alláh says about Du`á, 
 

¢
 èKæÍøjä³ æÓéêÃêBò¯ æÓéêÄä§ æÔêeBäJê§ ò¹ò»òBäm AägêAäË 

And when My servants ask you (O Mu<ammad) about me, then (say to them 
that ) verily I am very near. 

Ü øÆBä§äe AägêA øªAìf»A äÑäÌæ§äe åKæÎêUóA 

I answer the prayer of the supplicant when he asks from Me. 

o äÆæËåfäqæjäÍ æÁåÈú¼ä¨ò» æÓøI AæÌåÄê¿æÛåÎô»äË æÓê» AæÌåJæÎêVäNænäÎô¼ò¯ 

So they should hear My call, and believe in Me, so that they may be led 
aright. (al-Baqaráh, 2186) 

 
The above should be recited before any other Du`á, as it increases our faith 
and reminds us of the close attention of Alláh. From this verse also, we learn 
that the recital of Du`á is necessary and Wájib for all Muslims.  
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(Read more detail about verse 2:186 (Agha Púya’s commentary) in the Tafsír 
of S V Mir Ahmed Ali, pages 137,138) 
 
The importance of Du`á is seen in @alát, where there is a special opportunity 
to do Du`á. This is in Qunút. In this lesson, we will learn the meanings of 
some Du`á that are found in the Holy Qur'án. 
 
Du`á 1 

k åÕFäräM æÅä¿ ò¹ô¼åÀô»A ÓêMæÛåM ê¹ô¼åÀô»A ä¹ê¼{¿ ìÁåÈé}¼»òA 

O Alláh, Master of the kingdom! You give the kingdom to whom You like,  

k åÕFäräM æÅìÀê¿ ò¹ô¼åÀô»A åªälæÄäMäË 

and You take away the kingdom from whom You like.  

¢ åÕFäräM æÅä¿ û¾ähåM äË åÕFäräM æÅä¿ ílê¨åM äË 

You exalt whom You like and abase whom You like;  

oèjæÍêfä³ ëÕæÓäq ÷ø½ó· Ó}¼ä§ ò¹ìÃêA ¢ åjæÎäbô»A òºêfäÎøI 

in Your hand is the good; verily, You have power over all things. 

k ø½æÎú»A Óê¯ äiBäÈìÄ»A åWê»æÌåM äË øiBäÈìÄ»A Óê¯ ò½æÎú»A åWê»æÌåM 

You cause the night to pass into the day, and You cause the day to pass into 
the night;  

k
 øéÓäZô»A äÅê¿ äOøéÎäÀô»A åXøjæbåM äË êOøéÎäÀô»A äÅê¿ ìÓäZô»A åXøjæbåM äË 

You bring forth the living from the dead, and You bring forth the dead from the 
living,  

o ùLBänêY øjæÎä¬äI åÕFäräM æÅä¿ å¶åkæjäM äË 

and You give sustenance to whom You like, without measure.  
(Áli-Imrán, 3:26,27) 

 
The verses emphasise that Authority is Alláh’s alone. He can give it to 
someone or take it away. Similarly, dignity and respect are His to give and 
take away. His Power is over all things. Life and death and the natural order 
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of day and night all progress by His permission. He is the only Provider and to 
Him alone we should turn. 
 
The Holy Prophet (S) and the Imáms (A) have encouraged us to constantly 
read this prayer so that our faith in the Power of Alláh becomes firmly rooted 
in our hearts and minds. It is highly recommended to recite this Du`á every 
morning after Fajr prayers, so that your livelihood is assured. 
 
This Du`á probably contains “Ismul Azam”, the greatest name of Alláh, and so 
if it is recited with complete faith and presence of mind, every legitimate 
desire will be accepted. 
 
Du`á 2 

o Ó¼u X äÅæÎêÀêYé{j»A åjæÎäa äOæÃòA äË BäÄæÀäYæiAäË BäÄò»æjê°æ«Bò¯ BìÄä¿}A FäÄìIäi 

O our Lord! We believe, so forgive us and have mercy on us, and You are 
Most Merciful. (al-Mu’minún, 23:109) 

 
Alláh says in the preceding verses that, in the midst of all the disbelievers, 
there was a group of people who always recited this Du`á. 
Recite this Du`á often in Qunút and at other times to gain the mercy of Alláh, 
which keeps you safe from the evil of this world and the punishment of the 
Day of Judgement. 
 
Du`á 3 

ä ÕæÌín»A å±êrô¸äÍ äË åÊBä§äe AägêA ìjòñæzåÀô»A åKæÎêVíÍ æÅì¿òA 

Is He not (the best one) who answers the distressed when he calls to Him, 
and removes the distress? (an-Naml, 27:62) 

 
Alláh asks who can be better than Him to turn to in trouble? Indeed, this 
prayer is the best one for removing distress and suffering. 
 
References 
 
Qunoot, Peermohamed Ebrahim Trust 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali  
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Exercise 
1. Memorise all the Du`ás and start to recite them in your @alát. 
2. Choose the correct meaning of the `Arabic words on the next page 

and learn them. They are all from the verses taught in this lesson. 

èKæÍøjä³ æÓéêÃêBò¯ 

a) verily, I see them 
b) verily, I am near 
c) verily, I hear them 
d) verily, I am here 

åKæÎêUóA 

a) I answer            b) I see              c) I record             d) I reveal 
 

åÕFäräM æÅä¿ 

a) whomever You love  b) whomever You despise 
b) whomever You want  d) whomever You invite 
 

èjæÍêfä³ ëÕæÓäq ÷ø½ó· Ó}¼ä§ ò¹ìÃêA 

a) You are all-Seeing, all-Hearing 
b) You know everything 
c) You sustain everything 
d) You have power over everything 
 

BäÄæÀäYæiAäË 

a) and forgive us  b) and have mercy on us  c) and listen to us  d) and give us 
 

åÊBä§äe AägêA 

a) when he prays to Him  b)when he listens to Him c) when he turns from Him  
d)  when he obeys Him
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 5 
 

Stories from the Holy Qur’án 
 
Fir`aun of the Pegs. 
 
Prophet Músá rescued the Bani Isrá-íl from Fir`aun. He took them away from 
Egypt to Palestine. 
 
The kings of Egypt used the title Pharaoh or Fir`aun. The Fir`aun referred to 
in the Holy Qur’án is probably Merneptah, the successor of the famous 
Rameses II.  
 
The Holy Qur’án says:  
 

o xÜ êeBäMæËæòÜA Ôêg äÆæÌä§æjê¯ äË 

And Fir`aun, the Owner of the Stakes (pegs).  

o 
xÜ
 êeòÝøJô»A æÓê¯ AæÌä¬ò¢ äÅæÍêhú»A 

Who transgressed in the cities, 

o xÜ äeBänä°ô»A BäÈæÎê¯ AæËåjäRô·òBò¯ 

And multiplied wickedness therein, 

o XÜ ùLAähä§ ò¢æÌäm ò¹íIäi æÁøÈæÎò¼ä§ ìKävò¯ 

So your Lord let fall on them the whip of punishment. 

o ¢ êeBäuæjêÀô»BøJò» ò¹ìIäi ìÆêA  

Verily, your Lord is (always) watchful. (al-Fajr, 89:10 - 14) 
 
Fir`aun used to kill everyone who refused to believe him as God. His favourite 
method of killing his victims was to nail them to the ground or a post. Hence 
he has been called “the owner of the pegs” in the above verse. Among those 
he killed was his wife Ásiya, who was a believer in Alláh. She has been 
named as one of the four noblest women ever created.
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The punishment of Alláh finally overtook Fir`aun. The Holy Qur’án says: 

äjæZäJô»A ò½æÍêÕEøjæmêA æÓêÄäJøI BäÃækäËBäU äË 

And when We caused the Bani Isrá-íl to pass through the sea,  

¢ AçËæfä§ìË BçÎæ¬äI "ÊåeæÌåÄåUäË åÆæÌä§æjê¯ æÁåÈä¨äJæMòBò¯  

then Fir`aun and his army chased them in rebellion and hostility; 

 ò¾Bä³ Ü å¶äjä¬ô»A åÉò·äiæeòA EägêA Ó{éNäY 

And when he began to drown, he cried,  

ò½æÍêÕEäjæmêA AæÌåÄäI !ÉøI æOäÄä¿}A æÔêhú»A úÜêA äÉ}»êA òà "ÉìÃòA åOæÄä¿}A 

 “I believe that there is no God but He in Whom the Bani Isrá-íl 
believe…(Yunus 10:90) 

 
The mummified remains of Merneptah exist today in the Cairo Museum. 
Medical examination of the mummy reveals that the cause of death was 
drowning. 
 
Moreover, the examination of the mummy reveals that the body could not 
have stayed in the water for long, because it does not show signs of 
deterioration due to prolonged submersion. 
 
The Holy Qur’án says: 
 

¢ çÒäÍ}A ò¹ä°ô¼äa æÅäÀê» äÆæÌó¸äNê» ò¹êÃäfäJøI ò¹æÎéVäÄåÃ äÂæÌäÎô»Bò¯ 

This day We save you in your body so that you may be a sign for those who 
come after you... (Yunus, 10:92) 

 
References 
 
Commentary Súra al-Fajr, S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
Qur’án and Modern Science, M Bucaille, Pages 16,17 
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Exercise 
 

Find a book in your local library about ancient Egypt and look up the 
Pharaoh Merneptah. Write some notes about him in the space below.
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 6 

Súrah al `Alaq - 1 

Introduction 
 

This Súrah was revealed in Makka. It has nineteen verses. It is Súrah 
number 96 in the Holy Qur’án. “`Alaq” means “Clot of blood”   

The first five Áyát of this Súrah were the first verses to be revealed to 
the Holy Prophet (S). After reciting or hearing the last verse, there is a 
Wájib Sajdah. 

Text and Translation 

 o øÁ@æÎêYìj»A øÅ{ÀæYìj»A êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI  

In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

o X äµò¼äa æÔêhú»A ò¹ø÷Iäi øÁæmBøI ôAäjæ³êA  

1. Read (O Mu<ammad) in the name of your Lord who created (all 
things), 

o X ùµò¼ä§ æÅê¿ äÆBänæÃêôÜA äµò¼äa 2 

2. He created man from a clot. 

o Ü åÂäjô·äôÜA ò¹íIäiäË ôAäjæ³êA 3 

3. Recite (O Muhammad)! Your Lord is the most honourable, 

o Ü øÁò¼ä´ô»BøI äÁú¼ä§ æÔêhú»A 4 

4. Who taught (to write) with the pen,  

o ¢ æÁò¼æ¨äÍ æÁò» Bä¿ äÆBänæÃêôÜA äÁú¼ä§ 5 

5.  (He) taught man what he did not know. 

o Ü Ó{¬ôñäÎò» äÆBänæÃêôÜA ìÆêA úÝò· 6 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 7 

Súrah al `Alaq - 2 
 

6. Nay, verily man tends to rebel, 

o ¢ Ó{Äæ¬äNæmA åÊ}AìjæÃòA 7 

7. As he thinks himself self-sufficient. 

o ¢ Ó{¨æUíj»A ò¹ø÷Iäi Ó}»êA ìÆêA 8 

8. Verily to your Lord is the return. 

o Ü Ó{ÈæÄäÍ æÔêhú»A äOæÍäÕäiòA 9 

9. Have you seen him who forbids 

o ¢ Óé}¼äu AägêA AçfæJä§ 10 

10. A servant (of Ours) when he prays? 

o Ü Ô{fåÈô»A Óò¼ä§ äÆBò· æÆêA äOæÍäÕäiòA 11 

11. Have you thought if he (the prayer) is rightly guided, 

o ¢ Ô{Ìæ´ìN»BøI äjä¿òA æËòA 12 

12. Or he enjoins piety? 

o ¢ Óé}»äÌäMäË äLìhò· æÆêA äOæÍäÕäiòA 13 

13. Have you thought that if he belies the truth and turns back, 

o ¢ Ô{jäÍ äÉé}¼»A ìÆòBøI æÁò¼æ¨äÍ æÁò»òA 14 

14. Does he not know that Alláh  sees? 

o Ü êÒäÎêuBìÄ»BøI Bç¨ä°ænäÄò» Ü êÉäNæÄäÍ æÁú» æÅê×ò» úÝò· 15 
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15. Nay, (let him beware), if he does not desist We surely drag him by 
the forelock, 

o 
X
 ëÒä×ê¢Bäa ëÒäIêgBò· ëÒäÎêuBäÃ 16 

16. A forelock, lying, sinning. 

o Ü "ÉäÍêeBäÃ åªæfäÎô¼ò¯ 17 

17. Then, let him call his council of associates, 

o Ü äÒäÎêÃBäIìl»A åªæfäÄäm 18 

18. We too shall call the (stern) keepers of hell. 

o ª æLøjäNæ³AäË æfåVæmAäË åÉæ¨êñåMòÜ ¢ úÝò· 19 

19. Nay, do not obey him, but prostrate yourself and draw near (to your 
Lord). 

Merits of Reciting Súratul `Alaq 
 
1.  The Holy Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites this Súrah will be 

regarded as though he has recited the entire Qur’án. 
 
2.  Imám Ja`far a# @ádiq (A) is quoted saying that one who recites this Súrah, 

then dies that day or night will have died as a martyr and like one who 
assisted the Holy Prophet (S) with his sword. 

 
Reference 
The Holy Qurán, S V Mír A<mad `Alí 
 
Exercise 
 
Answer the following questions. 
 
1.  How many Wájib Sujúd are there in the Holy Qur'án?  
2.  In which Súrás do they occur? 
3. What is the recommended recital in the Wájib Sajdah?
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 8 
 

The Event of Ghadír 
 
After performing his farewell \aj, the Holy Prophet (S) was heading back to 
Madina when the following Áyah was revealed: 

¢ ò¹éøIìi æÅê¿ ò¹æÎò»êA ò¾ølæÃóA Fä¿ æ−÷ê¼äI ó¾æÌåmìj»A BäÈíÍòF@{Í 

O Prophet! Deliver what has been sent down to you from your Lord; 

¢ "ÉäNò»Bämøi äOæ¬ú¼äI BäÀò¯ ô½ä¨æ°äM æÁú» æÆêAäË 

and if you do not do it, (it will be as if) you have not delivered His message (at 
all); 

¢ øpBìÄ»A äÅê¿ ò¹åÀêvæ¨äÍ åÉé}¼»AäË 

and Alláh will protect you from (the mischief) of men; 

o äÅæÍøjê°}¸ô»A äÂæÌä´ô»A ÔêfæÈäÍ òÜ äÉé}¼»A ìÆêA  

verily Alláh does not guide a disbelieving people. (al Má`idah, 5:67) 
 
On receiving this command, the Holy Prophet (S) stopped immediately and 
gathered the Muslims. The date was 18th of ¬ul \ijjah, 10AH. The place was 
Ghadír Khum. The Holy Prophet (S) delivered a lengthy sermon, recounting 
and summarising the message of Islám. At the end, he asked the audience if 
he had conveyed to them the commands of Alláh, enumerating them one after 
the other. The huge gathering all said in one voice, “Yes!”. 
 
At this point, the Holy Prophet (S) asked them, “Do I not have a greater 
authority over you than your own selves?” They agreed. Then the Holy 
Prophet (S) called Imám `Alí (A) and raising him high so that everyone could 
see him, he said, “O people! Alláh is my Mawla (Master) and I am the Mawla 
of the faithful.” Then, he declared: 

åÊòÜæÌä¿ ïÏê¼ä¨ò¯ åÊòÜæÌä¿ åOæÄó· æÅä¿ 

Of whomever I am the Master, (this) `Alí is his Master. 

åÊAäeBä§ æÅä¿ êeBä§ äË åÊòÜ{Ë æÅä¿ ø¾AäË ìÁåÈé}¼»òA 
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O Alláh! Love those who love `Alí, and be the enemy of the enemies of `Alí. 

åÉò»ähäa æÅä¿ ô¾åhæaAäË "ÊäjäväÃ æÅä¿ æjåvæÃAäË 

Help those who help `Alí, and forsake those who forsake `Alí. 
 
After this, the Holy Prophet (S) descended from the pulpit and the Muslims 
gathered around Imám `Alí (A) to congratulate him and promise him their 
allegiance.  
 
With the matter of succession secure, the following verse was revealed at this 
time: 

æÁó¸äÄæÍêe æÁó¸ò» åOô¼äÀô·òA äÂæÌäÎô»òA 

This day I have perfected for you your religion, 

æÓêNäÀæ¨êÃ æÁó¸æÎò¼ä§ åOæÀäÀæMòA äË  

and have completed My favour on you, 

¢ BçÄæÍêe äÂòÝæmêôÜA åÁó¸ò» åOæÎêyäi äË  

and have chosen for you Islám (as your) religion. (al Má`idah, 5:3) 
 
Imam `Alí ar Ri_á (A) has said that the day of Ghadír is a day of `Íd. It is a 
blessed day. One should fast and devote the day to the worship of Alláh. 
Amongst the A`mál are 2 Raka`at @alát (like Sub<), after which 100 times 
“Al<amdu Lilláh” and 100 times “Shukran Lilláh” should be recited, followed by 
Ziyárat of Imám `Alí (A). 
 
References 
 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
Ahlul Bait; Their Status, Manner and Course, Al-Balagh Foundation 
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Exercise 
 
When the news of the appointment of Imám `Alí (A) spread round, a man 
called Hárith bin Nu`mán came to Madina to challenge the truth of it. The 
event has been recorded in the opening verses of Súratul Ma`árij, (70:1-3). 
Write the meanings of the verses below and a brief account summarising the 
Tafsír of S V Mír A<mad `Alí about these verse - see page 1235. 
 
 

äÅæÍøjê°}¸ô¼÷ø» o Ü ù©ê³AìË ùLAähä¨øI ö½êÖFäm ò¾òBäm 

 

o ¢ øXøiBä¨äÀô»A Ôêg êÉé}¼»A äÅéê¿ o Ü è©¯Aäe "Éò» äoæÎò» 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 9 

Short Súrahs from the Holy Qur’án 

Súrah al Inshirah 

Introduction 
 

This Súrah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is Súrah 
number 94 in the Holy Qur’án. “Inshira<” means “Expansion”, and refers 
to the word “Nashra<” used in the first verse. 

This Súrah is considered as a continuation of the previous Súrah (a_ 
¬u<a).  

Text and Translation 

 o øÁ@æÎêYìj»A øÅ{ÀæYìj»A êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI  

In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

o Ü òºäiæfäu ò¹ò» æ`äjæräÃ æÁò»òA 

1. Have We not expanded for you (O Mu<ammad) your heart, 

o Ü òºäiækøË ò¹æÄä§ BäÄæ¨äyäËäË 

2. And taken off from you your burden, 

o Ü òºäjæÈò£ ä|ä´æÃòA æÔêhú»A 

3. Which weighed down your back, 

o ¢ òºäjô·êg ò¹ò» BäÄæ¨ò¯äiäË 

4. And exalted your fame? 

o Ü AçjænåÍ øjænå¨ô»A ä©ä¿ ìÆêBò¯ 

5. Verily, with every difficulty there is ease, 

o ¢ AçjænåÍ øjænå¨ô»A ä©ä¿ ìÆêA 
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6. Verily, with every difficulty there is ease, 

o Ü æKävæÃBò¯ äOæ«äjò¯ AägêBò¯ 

7. So when you have completed (the duties of your ministry), then 
establish (your successor), 

o ª æKä«æiBò¯ ò¹⎡⎠Iäi Ó}»êAäË 
8. And to your Lord, return. 

Tafsír 
Áyah 1: The term “expanded your breast (or heart)” is an expression used in 
the Holy Qur'án to mean increasing the capacity of the person to receive 
knowledge and guidance from Alláh. The Holy Prophet (S) was specially 
blessed by Alláh to understand and carry out His commands. 
 
Áyát  2, 3: The burden is the great responsibility of spreading the message of 
Islam that the Holy Prophet (S) worked so hard for. The Holy Prophet (S) had 
prayed for a helper and Alláh had appointed Imám `Alí to help him to lighten 
the burden. 
 
Áyah 4: The fame of the Holy Prophet (S) was secured for all time when Alláh 
made Salawát on him Wájib in every @alát and in the Adhán.  
 
Áyát 5,6: After declaring his Prophethood, the life of the Holy Prophet (S) had 
been filled with struggle and difficulty. At times it seemed that Islam and the 
Muslims would not survive. He had faced all these trials with patience. Here, 
Alláh assures him that after hardship there would be ease. The verse is 
repeated to emphasise the promise of Alláh that the mission of the Holy 
Prophet (S) would be successful and the whole of `Arabia would come under 
the fold of Islám. 
 
Áyah 7: This important verse is a command to the Holy Prophet (S) to inform 
the people of his successor. Now that his mission was coming to an end, the 
Holy Prophet (S) would soon depart this world. One important task that 
remained was to nominate his successor. He appointed Imám `Alí (A) at 
Ghadir Khum on 18th Dhul \ijjah in 10 AH. 
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Áyah 8: An invitation from Alláh to the Holy Prophet (S) to retire from this 
world of his own will and return to Him. 
 
Merits of Reciting Súrah al Inshirah 
 
The Holy Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites it will be given a reward 
as though he had met the Holy Prophet (S) grieved, and had removed the 
cause of his grief. 
 
References 
 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali  
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy,  Yasin T. al Jibouri 
 
Exercise 

1. Memorise the Súrah 
2.  Ayatulláh Sístáni has mentioned an important rule about this Súrah in his 

book “Islamic Laws”. Look up rule no. 987, and write it below. 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 10 
 

The Issue of Tahríf in the Holy Qur'án  
 
Tahríf refers to tampering with the letters or words of the verses of the Holy 
Qur'án, changing them from the original revealed form. There are many weak 
Hadith about such changes. Indeed, the Shi`ah are often accused of believing 
in a different Qur’an than the one in common use; one that contains many 
more verses, including some that clearly state the merits of Imám `Alí (A). 
These accusations are baseless, as we do not and have never had a Qur’an 
any different from the one all Muslims use today. 
 
The Holy Qur'án itself denies that any verses have been changed because 
Alláh Himself pledges to guard it: 

o äÆæÌó¤ê°{Zò» "Éò» BìÃêA äË äjô·éêh»A BäÄô»ìläÃ åÅæZäÃ BìÃêA 

Verily, We have sent down the Reminder (Qur’an) and We will most surely be 
its guardian (al \ijr, 15:9) 

 
The Holy Qur'án further says: 

o Ü èlæÍølä§ èK{Nê¸ò» "ÉìÃêAäË X æÁåÇäÕFäU BìÀò» øjô·éêh»BøI AæËåjä°ò· äÅæÍêhú»A ìÆêA 

Verily those who disbelieve in the Reminder (Qur’án) when it comes to 
them (should know) that it most surely it is a mighty Book. ¢ 

!Éê°ô¼äa æÅê¿ òÜäË êÉæÍäfäÍ øÅæÎäI æÅê¿ ó½ê¢BäJô»A êÉæÎêMôBäÍ úÜ 

Falsehood shall never come to it from before it or from behind it,  

o ëfæÎêÀäY ùÁæÎê¸äY æÅéê¿ ö½æÍølæÄäM 

a revelation from the Wise, the Praised One.  
(\á Mím Sajdah, 41:41,42)  

 
From the above verses we see that the Holy Qur'án is divinely protected from 
any tampering. 
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The issue of Tahríf is based on the original collection and compilation of the 
verses of the Holy Qur'án, because there is no question that after the time of 
the third Caliph, the verses have been transmitted from Muslim to Muslim with 
any change. If there was any tampering, it would have occurred just after the 
passing away of the Holy Prophet (S). 
 
From Hadith we know that this cannot have happened. Here are three proofs. 
 
1.  The Hadith of Thaqalayn is famous and undisputed. The Holy Prophet (S) 

said, “I am leaving behind “Thaqalayn” (the two weighty things). The Book 
of Alláh (Qur’án) and my Ahlul Bayt….” The fact that he said he was 
leaving the Qur’án meant that it was already in a compiled form, and was 
known to the Muslims. 

 
2.  The Holy Prophet (S) said, “Jibrá`íl had placed before me the Qur’án for 

review once a year and in the last year of my ministry, he did so twice 
which indicated that the time of my departure from this world was close at 
hand.” This shows that both Alláh and the Holy Prophet (S) acted to ensure 
that no alteration in the verses could occur. 

 
3.   Various Ahádith from the Holy Prophet (S) describe reciting particular 

Súras in certain prayers. If these Súras were not known to the people, they 
would not have understood what to do. It therefore follows that the Holy 
Qur'án was available already compiled in the lifetime of the Holy Prophet 
(S). 

 
References 
 
The Collection & Preservation of Qur’an (Al Bayán fi Tafsíril Qur’án), Ayatulláh 
Syed Abul Qásim al Khu’í. 
The Holy Qurán, S V Mír A<mad `Alí 
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Exercise 
 
The collection, recital and explanation of the Holy Qur'án is safeguarded by 
Alláh Himself. Study the following verses of Súrah al Qiyámah (75:16-19) and 
write the meaning below the text and a brief explanation of the verses. 
 

o ¢ !ÉøI ò½äVæ¨äNê» ò¹äÃBänê» !ÉøI ôºéøjäZåM òÜ 

 

o Ó¼u X "ÉäÃ}Aæjå³ äË "Éä¨æÀäU BäÄæÎò¼ä§ ìÆêA 

 

o X "ÉäÃ}Aæjå³ æ©øJìMBò¯ åÉ{ÃôAäjä³ AägêBò¯ 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 11 
 

Short Súrahs from the Holy Qur’án 
 
Súrah al Layl 
 
Introduction 
 
This Súrah was revealed in Makka. It has twenty one verses. It is Súrah 
number 92 in the Holy Qur'án. “Layl” means “Night”.  
 
Text and Translation 

 o øÁ@æÎêYìj»A øÅ{ÀæYìj»A êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI  

In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

o Ü Ó{ræ¬äÍ AägêA ø½æÎú»AäË 

1. By the night when it veils (all things with darkness), 

o Ü Óé}¼äVäM AägêA øiBäÈìÄ»AäË 

2. By the day when it appears radiant, 

o Ü Ó{RæÃåôÜA äË äjò·ìh»A äµò¼äa Bä¿äË 

3. By that (power) which created male and female. 

o ¢ Óé{Närò» æÁó¸äÎæ¨äm ìÆêA 

4.  Verily your striving is for diverse ends. 

o Ü Ó{´ìMAäË Ó}ñæ§òA æÅä¿ Bì¿òBò¯ 

5.  He who gives (to others) and adopts Taqwá (is mindful of Alláh’s laws), 

o Ü Ó{ÄænåZô»BøI ä¶ìfäuäË 
6.  And believes in the best (Islam), 
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o ′ Ô{jænåÎô¼ê» "ÊåjêénäÎåÄänò¯ 
7.  We shall indeed make smooth the path to bliss for him; 

o Ü Ó{Äæ¬äNæmAäË òò½êbäI æÅä¿ Bì¿A äË 
8.  But he who does not give (is miserly) and thinks himself 

self-sufficient, 

o Ü Ó{ÄænåZô»BøI äLìhò·äË 

9. And belies the best (Islam), 

o ¢ Ô{jænå¨ô¼» "ÊåjêénäÎåÄänò¯ 

10. We shall indeed make smooth for him the path to affliction, 

o ¢ Ôé{eäjäM AägêA "Éó»Bä¿ åÉæÄä§ æÓêÄæ¬åÍ Bä¿äË 

11. And his riches will not avail him when he perishes. 

o Ó¼u k Ô{fåÈô¼ò» BäÄæÎò¼ä§ ìÆêA 

12. Verily it is for Us to guide (show the right way), 

o Ó}»æËåôÜAäË äÑäjêaæ}Ýò» BäÄò» ìÆêAäË 

13. And to Us belong the end (hereafter) and the beginning (the worldly 
life). 

o X Óé}¤ò¼äM AçiBäÃ æÁó¸åMæiähæÃòBò¯ 

14. So I warn you of the blazing fire 

o Ü Óä´æqäôÜA úÜêA FäÈ}¼æväÍòÜ 

15. No one will be thrown in it but the most wretched, 

o ¢ Óé}»äÌäMäË äLìhò· æÔêhú»A 

16. Who belies the truth and turns his back. 
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o Ü Óä´æMäôÜA BäÈåJìÄäVåÎämäË 

17. He who safeguards himself against evil shall be removed far from it, 

o X Óé}·äläNäÍ "Éò»Bä¿ æÓêMæÛåÍ æÔêhú»A 

18. Who gives of his wealth to purify himself, 

o Ü Ô{læVåM ëÒäÀæ¨êéÃ æÅê¿ "ÊäfæÄê§ ëfäYäêÜ Bä¿äË 

19. And (not in return for) any favour done to him by anyone that should 
be recompensed, 

o X Ó}¼æ§äôÜA êÉéøIäi êÉæUäË äÕFä¬êNæIA úÜêA 

20. Save the seeking of the pleasure of his Lord, the Most High, 

o ª Ó{yæjäÍ ä²æÌänò»äË 

21. And soon he shall attain contentment. 

 
Tafsír 
 
Áyát 1-4: Here Alláh mentions the contrast found in nature. The darkness of 
night is contrasted with the light of the day. The nature of men is contrasted 
with that of women. Similarly, the conclusion is found in verse 4, where it is 
stated that man’s aims in life are diverse - either towards good or in contrast, 
towards evil. 
 
Áyát 5-11: The righteous Muslim is identified as one who is generous with 
what he has been blessed with, one who is mindful of the limits set by Alláh 
and one who sincerely believes in Islám. For such a person, Alláh makes the 
path easier so that the journey to heaven is smoother. In contrast, the evil 
ones adopt miserliness, greed, arrogance and they belittle Islám. For them, 
Alláh makes the path to Hell smoother. And the riches which he was so proud 
of will be of no use to him in the hereafter. 
 
Áyát 12-21: Alláh has taken upon Himself the responsibility for the guidance 
of humanity. To this end He sent books, messengers and guides. After that, 
man was allowed to use his freedom of choice to decide his own actions. For 
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those who choose to defy and disobey Alláh, a blazing fire awaits. They are 
described as the most wretched. On the other hand, those who choose the 
path of obedience and piety, for them awaits eternal bliss in the next life. They 
will be the content ones. 
 
Merits of Reciting Súrah al Layl 
 
The Holy Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites this Súrah will be given so 
much that he is satisfied, and Alláh will not let him be exposed to hardship 
and will make life easy for him. 
 
References 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali  
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy,  Yasin T. al Jibouri 
 
Exercise 
 
1. Memorise the Súrah. 
2.  In his commentary about the miserliness of the evil-doers mentioned in 

verses 8-10, S V Mír A<mad `Alí mentions a story of the poor man whose 
neighbour did not allow him any dates from his tree. Briefly recount the 
story below. 
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 CLASS 11 - LESSON 12 
 

Prophet Ibráhím and Namrúd 
 
When Namrúd claimed to be god, Prophet Ibráhím confronted him. He first 
told the king that Alláh controls life and death, but Namrúd  said that he could 
order the death of any of his subjects at any time, so he too controlled life and 
death. At that time Prophet Ibráhím (A) issued another challenge and Namrúd 
could not reply. The Holy Qur'án says: 

Â ò¹ô¼åÀô»A åÉé}¼»A åÉ{M}A æÆòA !ÉøéIäi æÓê¯ äÁ!Ç{jæIêA ìXFäY æÔêhú»A Óò»êA äjäM æÁò»òA 

Did you not see him who disputed with Ibráhím about his Lord, because Alláh 
had given him the kingdom ?  

Ü åOæÎêÀåÍ äË Óæ!ZåÍ æÔhú»A äÓøéIäi åÁ!Ç{jæIêA ò¾Bä³ ægêA 

When Ibráhím said to him: “My Lord is He who gives life and causes to die.”  

¢ åOæÎê¿óA äË Óæ!YóA BäÃòA ò¾Bä³  

He said: “I (also) give life and cause to die.”  

ø¶øjæräÀô»A äÅê¿ øoæÀìr»BøI æÓêMôBäÍ äÉé}¼»A ìÆêBò¯ åÁ!Ç{jæIêA ò¾Bä³ 

Then Ibráhím said: “Verily, Alláh  causes the sun to rise from the east,  

¢ äjä°ò· æÔêhú»A äOøÈåJò¯ øLøjæ¬äÀô»A äÅê¿ BäÈøI êPôBò¯ 

so you cause it to rise from the west !” Thus he who disbelieved was made 
speechless.  

o äÅæÎêÀê¼é}¤»A äÁæRä´ô»A ÔêfæÈäÍ òÜ åÉé}¼»A äË 

And Alláh  does not guide the unjust people.(al Baqarah, 2:258) 
 
 
Prophet Ibráhím (A) lived with his uncle Azar, who made and sold idols. While 
still a young boy of 16, he decided to confront his people.  
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The Holy Qur'án says: 

o X äÅæÎêÀê¼{§ !ÉøI BìÄó· äË ó½æJä³ æÅê¿ "Êåfæqåi äÁæÎøÇ{jæIêA FäÄæÎäM}A æfä´ò»äË 

Verily, We gave Ibráhím his uprightness (from) before, and We knew him well. 

o äÆæÌå°ê¸ä§ BäÈò» æÁåNæÃòA æÓêNú»A ó½æÎêQBäÀìN»A êÊêh{Ç Bä¿ !Éê¿æÌä³ äË êÉæÎøIäêÜ ò¾Bä³ ægêA 

When he said to his father (uncle) and his people, “What are these images to 
which you cling (as objects of worship)?” 

o äÅæÍêføJ{§ BäÈò» BäÃäÕFäI}A FäÃæfäUäË AæÌó»Bä³ 

They said, “We found our fathers worshippers of them.” 

o ùÅæÎøJí¿ ù½}¼äy æÓê¯ æÁó·óÚFäI}A äË æÁåNæÃòA æÁåNæÄó· æfä´ò» ò¾Bä³ 

Verily, you and your fathers have been in clear error.” 

o äÅæÎøJê¨é}¼»A äÅê¿ äOæÃòA æÂòA éøµäÈô»BøI BäÄäNæ×êUòA EæÌó»Bä³ 

They said, “Have you brought us the truth or are you one of those who jest?” 

Ó¼u k ìÅåÇäjòñò¯ æÔêhú»A ø~æiæòÜA äË êP{Ì{Àìn»A íLäi æÁó¸íIìi ô½äI ò¾Bä³ 

He said, “No! Your Lord is the Lord of the heavens and the earth, who created 
them;  

o äÅæÍêføÈ{ér»A äÅéê¿ æÁó¸ê»{g Ó}¼ä§ BäÃòA äË 

and I am one of those who bear witness to this. 

o äÅæÍøjøIæfå¿ AæÌû»äÌåM æÆòA äfæ¨äI æÁó¸ä¿BäÄæuòA ìÆäfæÎê·òÜä êÉé}¼»A BäM äË 

And, by Alláh, I shall devise a scheme against your idols after you go away 
and turn your backs.” 

o äÆæÌå¨êUæjäÍ êÉæÎò»êA æÁåÈú¼ä¨ò» æÁåÈú» AçjæÎøJò· úÜêA Açg{håU æÁåÈò¼ä¨äVò¯ 

So he broke them into pieces, except the chief of them, that possibly they 
may return to it. 

o äÅæÎêÀê¼é}ñ»A äÅêÀò» "ÉìÃêA FäÄêNäÈê»}BøI Aäh{Ç ò½ä¨ò¯ æÅä¿ AæÌó»Bä³ 

They said, “Who has done this to our gods? Verily, he is of the unjust.” 
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o ¢ åÁæÎêÇ{jæIêA "Éò» ó¾Bä´åÍ æÁåÇåjó·æhìÍ ÓçNò¯ BäÄæ¨êÀäm AæÌó»Bä³ 

They said, “We heard a youth speak of them. He is called Ibráhím.” 

o äÆæËåfäÈæräÍ æÁåÈú¼ä¨ò» øpBìÄ»A øÅåÎæ§òA Ó}¼ä§ !ÉøI AæÌåMôBò¯ AæÌó»Bä³ 

They said, “Then bring him before the eyes of the people, that they may bear 
witness.” 

o ¢ åÁæÎêÇ{jæIêF@{Í BäÄêNäÈê»}BøI Aäh{Ç äOô¼ä¨ò¯ äOæÃòAäÕ AæÌó»Bä³ 

They said, “Did you do this to our gods, O Ibráhím?” 

o äÆæÌå´êñæÄäÍ AæÌåÃBò· æÆêA æÁåÇæÌó¼ä×ænò¯ Aäh{Ç æÁåÇåjæÎøJò· Ó¼u ¶ "Éò¼ä¨ò¯ ô½äI ò¾Bä³ 

He said, “(No) he did it (who did it). Here is their chief, ask them, if they can 
speak.” 

o Ü äÆæÌåÀê¼é}¤»A åÁåNæÃòA æÁó¸ìÃêA EæÌó»Bä´ò¯ æÁøÈênå°æÃòA Ó}»êA EæÌå¨äUäjò¯ 

Then they turned to themselves and said, “Verily, you are yourselves unjust.” 

o äÆæÌå´êñæÄäÍ êÕòàåÛ{Ç Bä¿ äOæÀê¼ä§ æfä´ò» X æÁøÈêmæËåÕåi Ó}¼ä§ AæÌånê¸äÃ ìÁåQ 

Then they turned down on their heads (utterly baffled). (They said) “You know 
full well that these (idols) do not speak!” 

o
¢
æÁó·íjåzäÍ òÜ ìË Bç×æÎäq æÁó å̧¨ä°æÄäÍ òÜ Bä¿ êÉé}¼»A øÆæËåe æÅê¿ äÆæËåfåJæ¨äNò¯òA ò¾Bä³ 

He said, “What! Do you worship then beside Alláh that which cannot profit 
you, or do you harm? 

o äÆæÌó¼ê´æ¨äM òÝò¯òA ¢  êÉé}¼»A øÆæËåe æÅê¿ äÆæËåfåJæ¨äM BäÀê»äË æÁó¸ú» ëé²åA 

Fie on you and those you worship beside Alláh. What! Do you not 
understand?” 

o äÅæÎê¼ê¨}¯ æÁåNæÄó· æÆêA æÁó¸äNäÈê»}A EæËåjåvæÃAäË åÊæÌå³éøjäY AæÌó»Bä³ 

They said, “Burn him and save your gods, if you do (anything at all)” 

o Ü äÁæÎêÇ{jæIêA Ó}¼ä§ BçÀ}¼äm ìË AçeæjäI æÓêÃæÌó· åiBäÄ{Í BäÄô¼å³ 

We (Alláh) said, “O fire, be cool and safe for Ibráhím.” 
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o X äÅæÍøjänæaæòÜA åÁåÈ{Äô¼ä¨äVò¯ AçfæÎò· !ÉøI AæËåeAäiòAäË 

And they intended to entrap him, but We made them the worst losers. 

o äÅæÎêÀò¼{¨ô¼ê» BäÈæÎê¯ BäÄô·äj{I æÓêNú»A ø~æiæòÜA Óò»êA Bõ¢æÌó» äË åÉ{ÄæÎìVäÃ äË 

And We delivered him and Lú> (and brought them safely) to the land which 
We have blessed for the universe. (al Anbiyá, 21:51-71) 

 
Reference 
The Holy Qurán, S V Mír A<mad `Alí 
 
Exercise 
 
On page 723 of his commentary, S V Mír A<mad `Alí describes the day when 
Prophet Ibráhím broke the idols. Read the passage and briefly write about it 
below. 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 13 
 

Prophet Yúsuf (A) and the King’s Dream 
 
The adventures of Prophet Yúsuf (A) are recounted in detail in the Súrah by 
his name. After arriving in Egypt, he was falsely accused and was put in 
prison through no fault of his. The Holy Qur'án says: 

o ª ùÅæÎêY Óé{NäY "ÉìÄåÄåVænäÎò» êO{Íæ}ÜA AåËòAäi Bä¿ê fæ¨äI æÅéê¿ æÁåÈò»AäfäI ìÁåQ 

Then it occurred to them (even) after they had seen the signs (of his 
innocence) that they should put him in prison for a time.  

(Yúsuf, 12:35) 
 
In prison Prophet Yúsuf (A) met two men, whose asked him to explain their 
dreams to them:  

¢ øÅ{ÎäNò¯ äÅæVêén»A åÉä¨ä¿ ò½äaäeäË 

And two young men entered the prison with him.  

X AçjæÀäa åjêvæ§òA æÓêÃ{iòA æÓêéÃêA FäÀåÇåfäYòA ò¾Bä³ 

One of them said: ”Verily I saw myself (in a dream) pressing wine.” 
¢
 åÉæÄê¿ åjæÎúñ»A ó½ó·ôBäM AçlæJåa æÓêmôAäi ä¶æÌò¯ ó½êÀæYòA æÓêÃ{iòA æÓéêÃêA åjäaæ}ÜA ò¾Bä³ 

And the other said: “I saw myself (in a dream) carrying bread on my head, 
and birds were eating thereof.”  

o äÅæÎêÄênæZåÀô»A äÅê¿ òº{jäÃ BìÃêA X êÉê¼æÍøËôBäNøI BäÄæ×øéJäÃ  

 “Tell us” (they said) “the interpretation, verily we see you are one who does 
good.” (Yúsuf, 12:36) 

 
Prophet Yúsuf, (A) after preaching about Alláh, explained the two men’s 
dreams: 

X AçjæÀäa "ÉìIäi æÓê´ænäÎò¯ BäÀó·åfäYòA Fì¿òA øÅæVéên»A øÓäJêYBäv{Í 

“O my two fellow - prisoners, as to one of you, he will pour out wine for his 
lord to drink; 
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¢ !ÉêmôAìi æÅê¿ åjæÎúñ»A ó½ó·ôBäNò¯ åKò¼ævåÎò¯ åjäaæ}ÜA Bì¿òAäË 

as to the other, he shall be crucified, then the birds shall eat from his head.  

o ¢ øÅ{ÎêNæ°äNænäM êÉæÎê¯ æÔêhú»A åjæ¿æòÜA äÓêzå³ 

The matter that you two have asked has been decreed so.”  
(Yúsuf, 12:41) 

 
Prophet Yúsuf (A) then asked the prisoner that was to survive to mention him 
to the king, but the prisoner forgot until the king had a dream which no one 
could interpret:  

k ò¹éøIäi äfæÄê§ æÓêÃæjó·ægA BäÀåÈæÄêé¿ ùXBäÃ "ÉìÃòA ìÅò£ æÔêhú¼ê» ò¾Bä³äË 

And he said to him of the two who he knew would be saved, “Mention me to 
your lord.”  

o ª ¢ äÅæÎêÄêm ä©æzøI øÅæVéên»A Óê¯ äSøJò¼ò¯ !ÉéøIäi äjô·êg åÅ}ñæÎìr»A åÉ{næÃòBò¯ 

But the devil caused him to forget to mention it to his lord, so he stayed in 
prison for some years. 

è²BäVê§ è©æJäm ìÅåÈó¼ó·ôBìÍ ùÆBäÀêm ëP{jä´äI ä©æJäm Ô{iòA æÓêéÃêA ó¹ê¼äÀô»A ò¾Bä³äË 

And the king said: “Verily I saw in a dream seven fat cows  
which seven lean ones were devouring,  

¢ ëO{nøJ{Í äjäaóAìË ùjæzåa ëO}¼åJæÄåm ä©æJämìË  

and seven green ears (of corn) and other (seven) dry.  

o äÆæËåjåJæ¨äM BäÍæÕíj¼ê» æÁåNæÄó· æÆêA äÔBäÍæÕåi æÓê¯ æÓêÃæÌåNô¯òA åòÝäÀô»A BäÈíÍòB{Í 

O my chiefs, explain to me my dream, if you can interpret dreams.”  

o äÅæÎêÀê¼{¨øI øÂòÝæYæòÜA ø½æÍøËôBäNøI åÅæZäÃ Bä¿äË X ùÂòÝæYòA åTBä¬æyòA EæÌó»Bä³ 

They said: “(These are) confused dreams, and we do not know the 
interpretation of such dreams.” 

ëÒì¿óA äfæ¨äI äjò·ìeAäË BäÀåÈæÄê¿ BäVäÃ æÔêhú»A ò¾Bä³äË 

And he of the two was released, and (now) at length remembered, said:  
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o øÆæÌó¼êmæiòBò¯ !Éê¼æÍøËôBäNøI æÁó¸å×éøJäÃóA BäÃòA 

 “I will give you its interpretation, so let me go for it.” 

ùÆBêÀêm ëP{jä´äI ø©æJäm Óê¯ BäÄêNô¯òA åµæÍêéféêv»A BäÈíÍòA å±åmæÌåÍ 

“O Yúsuf the truthful, expound for us the seven fat cows  

Ü ëO{nøJ{Í äjäaóAìË ùjæzåa ëO}¼åJæÄåm ø©æJämìË è²BäVê§ è©æJäm ìÅåÈó¼ó·ôBìÍ  

which seven lean ones are devouring and the seven green ears (of corn) and 
other (seven) dry,  

o äÆæÌåÀò¼æ¨äÍ æÁåÈú¼ä¨ò» øpBìÄ»A Óò»êA å©êUæiòA Óê÷¼ä¨ú» 

that I may return to the people, so that they may know.” 

X BçIòAäe äÅæÎêÄêm ä©æJäm äÆæÌå§äiæläM ò¾Bä³ 

He said: “You shall sow seven years as usual,  

o äÆæÌó¼ó·ôBäM BìÀéê¿ õÝæÎê¼ä³ úÜêA !Éê¼åJæÄåm æÓê¯ åÊæËåiähò¯ æÁíMæfäväY BäÀò¯ 

but that which you reap, leave in its ears, except a little, of which you shall 
eat. 

ìÅåÈò» æÁåNæ¿ìfä³ Bä¿ äÅô¼ó·ôBìÍ èeAäfêq è©æJäm ò¹ê»{g êfæ¨äI æÅê¿ æÓêMôBäÍ ìÁåQ 

Then, after that, will come seven years of hardship which will consume all that 
you have laid up beforehand against them, 

o äÆæÌåÄêvæZåM BìÀéê¿ õÝæÎê¼ä³ úÜêA  

except a little which you shall preserve. 

o
ª
 äÆæËåjêvæ¨äÍ êÉæÎê¯ äË åpBìÄ»A åTBä¬åÍ êÉæÎê¯ èÂBä§ ò¹ê»{g êfæ¨äI æÅê¿ æÓêMôBäÍ ìÁåQ 

Then will come after that a year in which people will have abundant rain, and 
in which they will press (the grapes). (Yúsuf, 12:42-49) 
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Exercise 
 
The king was delighted with the interpretations of Prophet Yúsuf (A) and 
called him to come to him. However, Prophet Yúsuf (A) refused. Study the 
next few verses and in the space below, explain why. 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 14 
 

Signs of Alláh (Recitation Practice) 
 
In many places in the Holy Qur'án, Alláh recounts His Signs and asks us to 
think about them. Let us study some of these verses: 

èLAäjäq åÉæÄéê¿ æÁó¸ú» çÕFê¿ êÕFäÀìn»A äÅê¿ ò¾älæÃòA æÔêhú»A äÌåÇ 

He it is who sends down water from the heavens for you; from it you drink, 

o äÆæÌåÀæÎênåM êÉæÎê¯ èjäVäq åÉæÄê¿ ìË 

and out of it (grows) plants which you use as pasture for your cattle. 

äÆæÌåNæÍìl»A äË äªæiìl»A êÉøI æÁó¸ò» åOøJæÄåÍ 

He grows for you thereby corn, olives, 

¢ êP{jêÀìR»A ÷ø½ó· æÅê¿ äË äLBäÄæ§æòÜA äË ò½æÎêbìÄ»A äË 

dates, grapes and fruits of every kind. 

o Ü äÆôËåjú¸ä°äNäÍ ùÂæÌä´ê÷» çÒäÍä}Ü ò¹ê»{g æÓê¯ ìÆêA 

Verily, in this is a sign for those who reflect. (an Na<l, 16:10) 
 

¢ "ÉåÃAäÌô»òA Bç°ê¼äNæbå¿ ø~æiæòÜA Óê¯ æÁó¸ò» òAäiäg Bä¿äË  

And whatever He has produced in the earth of varied colours, 

o äÆæËåjú·ìhìÍ ùÂæÌä´ê÷» õÒ{Íä}Ü ò¹ê»{g æÓê¯ ìÆêA 

verily, there is a sign in this for those who (gratefully) bear in mind (the 
favours of Alláh)  

BîÍøjò¢ BçÀæZò» åÉæÄê¿ AæÌó¼ó·ôBäNê» äjæZäJô»A äjìbäm æÔêhú»A äÌåÇäË 

He it is who has made the sea submissive (to you) that you may eat fresh 
meat from it,  

X BäÈäÃæÌånäJô¼äM çÒäÎô¼êY åÉæÄê¿ AæÌåUøjæbäNænäM ìË 

and obtain ornaments which you wear.  
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!Éê¼æzò¯ æÅê¿ AæÌå¬äNæJäNê» äË êÉæÎê¯ äjêaAäÌä¿ ä¹ô¼å°ô»A ÔäjäM äË  

You see the ships cleaving through it that you may seek of His grace,  

o äÆæËåjó¸æräM æÁó¸ú¼ä¨ò» äË 

and that you may give thanks. (an Na<l, 16:13,14) 
 

Açjò¸äm åÉæÄê¿ äÆæËåhêbìNäM øLBäÄæ§æòÜAäË ø½æÎêbìÄ»A êP{jäÀäQ æÅê¿äË 

And in the fruits of the date-palm and in the grapes, from which you obtain 
intoxicant drinks  

¢ BçÄänäY Bç³ækøi ìË 

and (other) goodly nourishment.  

o äÆæÌó¼ê´æ¨ìÍ ùÂæÌä´ê÷» çÒäÍä}Ü ò¹ê»{g æÓê¯ ìÆêA 

Verily, in this is a sign for the people who understand.  
(an Na<l, 16:67) 

 

¢ AçjêvæJå¿ äiBäÈìÄ»AäË êÉæÎê¯ AæÌåÄó¸ænäÎê» ò½æÎú»A BäÄô¼ä¨äU BìÃòA AæËäjäÍ æÁò»òA 

What! Do they not see that We have made the night so that the may rest 
therein, and the day to give them light (to see)? 

o äÆæÌåÄê¿æÛíÍ ùÂæÌä´÷ê» ëO{Íä}Ü ò¹ê»{g æÓê¯ ìÆêA 

Verily, there are signs in this for people who believe.  
(an Naml, 27:86) 

 
Reference 
The Holy Qurán, S V Mír A<mad `Alí 
 
Exercise 
1.  In Áyah 158 of Súratul Baqarah, two signs of Alláh are mentioned. What 

are these two signs? 
2.  What is the quality of the person who respects the signs of Alláh, according 

to Áyah 32 of Súratul \aj? 
3.  Write the translation of the whole Áyah below. 
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CLASS 11 - LESSON 15 
 

Science in The Holy Qur’án 
 
Embryology 
 
The description of the development of the human baby in the womb of the 
mother has been described in several places in the Holy Qur'án. Modern 
scientists marvel at the accuracy of the process described in its verses.  
 
The Holy Qur'án says: 

ùµô¼äa êfæ¨äI æÅéê¿ Bç´ô¼äa æÁó¸êN{Èì¿óA øÆæÌóñåI æÓê¯ æÁó¸å´ó¼æbäÍ 

He creates you in the womb of your mothers, in stages, one after another,  

¢ ëS}¼äQ ëO{Àó¼ó£ æÓê¯ 

in three (veils of) darkness. 

o äÆæÌó¯äjævåM Óé{ÃòBò¯ X äÌåÇ úÜA äÉ}»êA òà ¢  ó¹ô¼åÀô»A åÉò» æÁó¸íIäi åÉé}¼»A åÁó¸ê»{g 

He is Alláh, your Lord. His is the kingdom (authority). There is no god but He, 
where then do you turn away? (az Zumar 39:6) 

  
The stages in the development of  human embryos was not described until 
the 20th century. According to modern scientific knowledge, the three veils of 
darkness may refer to: (1) the anterior abdominal wall; (2) the uterine wall; 
and (3) the amniochorionic membrane - see Figure 1. 
 
 

Figure 1 

Drawing of a sagittal section of a female's abdomen 
and pelvis showing a foetus in utero. Veils of 
darkness are:  
 
(1) the anterior abdominal wall;  
(2) the uterine wall, and  
(3) the amniochorionic membrane 
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o X ùÅæÎê¢ æÅéê¿ ëÒò¼}¼åm æÅê¿ äÆBänæÃêôÜA BäÄæ´ò¼äa æfä´ò»äË 

Verily, We created man from an extract of clay, 

o x ùÅæÎê¸òé¿ ùiAäjä³ æÓê¯ çÒä°ôñåÃ åÉ{Äô¼ä¨äU ìÁåQ 

Then We made him of a drop (Nu>fah), in a firm resting place; 

çÒä¬æzå¿ äÒä´ò¼ä¨ô»A BäÄæ´ò¼äbò¯ çÒä´ò¼ä§ äÒä°ôñíÄ»A BäÄæ´ò¼äa ìÁåQ 

Then We made the drop into a leech-like (clinging) structure (`Alaqah), then 
we made the leech-like structure into a lump of chewed flesh (Mu_ghah)  

¶ BçÀæZò» äÁ}¤æ¨ô»A BäÃæÌänò¸ò¯ BçÀ}¤ê§ äÒä¬æzåÀô»A BäÄæ´ò¼äbò¯ 

and we made the lump of chewed flesh into bones (`I~ama), then We clothed 
the bones with flesh (La<ma);  

¢ äjäa}A Bç´ô¼äa åÉ{ÃôBäræÃòA ìÁåQ  

thereafter We caused it to grow into another creation. 

o ¢ äÅæÎê´ê¼{bô»A åÅänæYòA åÉé}¼»A òºäj{JäNò¯ 

So blessed be Alláh, the best of creators. (al Mu’minún, 23:13,14)  
 
The drop or Nu>fah is usually translated as the sperm, but a more meaningful 
interpretation would be the zygote which divides to form a blastocyst which is 
implanted in the uterus (the firm resting place). 
 
The word `Alaqah refers to a leech or bloodsucker. This is an  excellent 
description of the human embryo from days 7-24 when it clings to the wall of 
the uterus, in the same way that a leech clings to the skin. It is remarkable 
how much the embryo of 23-24 days resembles a leech - see Figure 2. 
 

  

Figure 2 

A drawing of a leech or bloodsucker and below a 
drawing of a 24 day-old human embryo. Note the 
leech-like appearance of the human embryo at 
this stage.  
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The word Mu_ghah means chewed substance or chewed lump. Toward the 
end of the fourth week, the human embryo looks somewhat like a chewed 
lump of flesh - see Figure 3. The chewed appearance results from the 
somites which resemble teeth marks. The somites represent the beginnings 
of the vertebrae. 
 

Figure 3 
A plasticine model of the human embryo which 
has the appearance of chewed flesh. Right, a 
drawing of a 28 day-old human embryo showing  
bead-like somites which resemble the teeth 
marks in the model shown to the left.  
 
“And we made the lump of chewed flesh into 

bones (`I~ama), then We clothed the bones with flesh (La<ma)” The verse 
indicates that out of the chewed lump stage, bones and muscles form. This is 
in accordance with embryological development. First the bones form as 
cartilage models and then the muscles (flesh) develop around them. 
 
“Thereafter We caused it to grow into another creation.” This next part of the 
verse implies that the bones and muscles result in the formation of another 
creature. This may refer to the human-like embryo that forms by the end of 
the eighth week. At this stage it has distinctive human characteristics After the 
eighth week, the human embryo is called a foetus. This may be the new 
creature to which the verse refers. 
 
The interpretation of the verses in the Holy Qur'án  referring to human 
development would not have been possible in the 7th century A.D., or even a 
hundred years ago. We can interpret them now because the science of 
modern embryology affords us new understanding. Undoubtedly there are 
other verses in the Holy Qur'án that will be better understood in the future as 
our knowledge increases.  
 
References 
 
The Holy Qurán, S V Mír A<mad `Alí 
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“Before we are Born”, Keith L. Moore, Ph.D., F.I.A.C, Professor of Anatomy 
and Associate Dean, Basic Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, University of 
Toronto, Canada.  
 
Exercise 
 

o äÆæËåjó¸æräM Bì¿ õÝæÎê¼ä³ ¢ äÑäfê×ô¯æòÜA äË äiBävæIæòÜA äË ä©æÀún»A åÁó¸ò» ò½ä¨äUäË 

This is part of Áyah 9 of Súratus Sajdah.  
 
1.  Write its translation below. 
2.  According to the verse, what is the order in which the senses develop? 
3.  How is this the consistent with modern knowledge on development of the 

foetus? 
 
 

 


