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CLASS 9 - LESSON 1
The Respect of the Holy Qur'an and the Akhlaq of its Recitation

The Holy Qur'an is a book containing the words of Allah. It should be
treated with the respect it deserves. This respect should also extend to
any book, such as this manual, wherein there are verses of the Holy
Quran.

In this lesson we will learn how to respect the Holy Qur'an and how to
recite it.

1. The words of the Holy Qur'an should only be touched after doing
Wudhu. Allah says:

s o wo r, \e
o AEFEDAD UBFNAE U
None should touch it except the purified.(al-Wagqi‘ah, 56:79)

2. However, you may recite the words at any time, even without Wudhu.
Allah says:

aetdE O)8 b \chEB t 14[R B9\ Abbb AHBD

Those who remember Allah (recite Qur'an), standing, sitting and
reclining,

 p-ife B DYl pGi %8 AR A

and think and wonder about ’Ehe creation of the heavens and the earth...
(Ali Imran, 3:191)

3. Always begin the recitation with Ta°awwudh. Allah says:
N - ~TN ~ ' D . -~ = 0 L I
o BB BdEp! A¢ Bl bEEEO AJED RGR D
When you recite the Qur’an, seek refuge in Allah from Shaitan, the
accursed (an-Nahl, 16:98)

Ta*awwudh means to recite @] i Eﬁ’%‘b»A éé @Bb éwj

which means, I seek refuge in Allah from Shaitan the accursed.
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4. After Ta"awwudh, recite SEBJ)L Bf¥§rh BB\ BB hich means,

“I begin in the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful”.

5. Even if you know the verses by heart, it is better to recite while
looking at the words, as this increases the rewards many times.

6. It is Sunnat to recite the Holy Qur'an with your head covered and
while facing the Qiblah.

7. The Holy Qur’an should be recited without rushing, in a clear manner.

Allah says: N )
oY tipti Bl 1 B

And recite the Qur’an in a regulated tone. (al-Muzzammil, 73:4)
8. When the Quran is being recited, listen attentively and do not eat or
talk. Allah says:

3 - L 7 &N |} YN e N Qe A = /0 Sy = e  n S
o AR AN IHE/ER R £ \bbime0 AlpSD Eif igik
And when the Qur'an is recited, listen to it with (full) attention, so that
you may be blessed with mercy. (al-A°raf, 7:204)

9. Do not leave the Holy Qur'an open and unattended or in a place
where it may be disrespected. Recite from it regularly and do not
leave it unread on the shelf. Allah says:

o \CHiES B30 ¢ \EBEN Ofte e E§{ Ghaj) R

And the Prophet (S) shall say, “O my Lord! Verily my people abandoned
this Quran.” (al-Furqan, 25:30)

10. Worn-out pages of the Holy Qur'an or paper with verses of the Holy
Qur'an must not be thrown in the bin, Instead they should be recycled
or buried.

References
Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
The Science of Reciting the Qur'an, M Surty, Pages 30-34
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Exercise

Choose the correct meaning of the °Arabic words below and learn them.
They are all from the verses taught in this lesson.

Ve

)

a) those who remember b) those who are remembered
c) those who provide d) those who forgot
PN .ao O%&
a) on their feet  b) on their hands c) at work d) on their sides

A0 i

a) when they see the Qur'an b) when they read the Qur'an
c) when the Qur’an is recitedd) when they take the Qur’'an

AR B AED

a) so that you may be taken to heaven
b) so that you may be shown mercy
C) so that you may be cursed

d) so that you may be forgiven

Y R

a) and the Prophet (S) asked b) and the Prophet (S) was told
c) and the Prophet (S) said d) and the Prophet (S) went

BBl

a) the cursed one b) the blessed one c) the good one d) the lost one
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 2
Short Surahs from the Holy Qur'an

Sdrah al Ma°an
Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has seven verses. It is Surah
number 107 in the Holy Qur'an. “Ma“un” means “Alms” (Charity). The
name of the Surah is derived from the mention of the people who do not
give alms in the last verse.

Text and Translation
o biER Afdg B9l bedp
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
o¢ Bl B BOH B B&ED
Have you seen him who belies the Day of Judgement?
o' B ol dd0
He is the one who repels the orphan,
o bbgedd 20 O)a /] 23R 0 B
And does not urge others to feed the poor.
o Abgy AR BHD
And woe to the ones who pray,
of ﬁ@ﬁi ABRDE % ﬁ Al
Yet are heedless of their prayer,
o' AERPR A8 Al
Who do (a good deed only) to be seen,
o BHEAD A B
And (also) withhold alms.
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Tafsir

Ayah 1. Allah talks about those who are heedless of the Day of
Judgement, where all will account for their actions. Those who are hdo
not care about that Day take the command of Allah lightly and act with
arrogance, treating serious acts lightly.

Ayah 2. The verse refers to some of the Quraish who treated orphans
with cruelty. However, its message is also for today, a reminder that
those less fortunate amongst us deserve our respect too.

Ayah 3. The people referred to here are those who themselves are
unmindful of the plight of those who are going hungry and also ridicule
those who are trying to feed the poor.

Ayah 4,5. The Sarah now addresses those amongst the Muslims who
are careless about their daily prayers. They pray sometimes, and other
times they are lazy about this duty. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that
those people who purposely let a prayer lapse (like Subh, etc) will be
counted in the same category as the murderers of the prophets sent to
the Bani Isra‘il.

It also refers to those who let the exact time of prayers pass away while
they waste time in idleness or unnecessary activity.

Ayah 6. Those who offer prayers and do good deeds to be seen and
appreciated by the people are also classified in this Surah as those who
belie the Day of Judgement. We should guard against this hypocrisy at
all times, and make sure that all our actions are for the pleasure of Allah
only.

Ayah 7. Alms here signifies charity but also any thing required by the
people. To withhold even water or basic necessities from the people for
any reason is also not allowed.
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Merits of Reciting Surah al Ma“tn

1. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that Allah will forgive the sins of
whoever recites it, and he will be regarded as having paid his Zakat.

2. Imam Ja‘far as-Sadiq (A) has said that if someone recites it in his
obligatory and optional prayers, Allah will accept his prayers and fast
and will not try him about what he did in the short life of this world.

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri

Exercise:

1. Memorise the Surah and its meaning.
2. In the Sdrah, what are the qualities listed of those who do not care
about the Day of Judgement?
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 3
Short Surahs from the Holy Qur'an
Sdrah al Kafirtn

Introduction
This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has six verses. It is Surah number
109 in the Holy Qur’an.

A number of leaders of the Quraish once approached the Holy Prophet
(S) saying, “O Muhammad! Let us worship what you worship while you
worship what we worship, so we will all share common grounds, and
you will still be in charge; so, if what we follow is right, you will have thus
obtained your share of it, and if you are right, we will have obtained our
share of it" (Bihar ul Anwar). In reply to this statement Allah sent down
Sarah al-Kafiran.

Text and Translation
o KEEj Mg B ey
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
o' Ea.ﬁ@ BEiBi 35)
Say (O Muhammad), “O you who disbelieve!
o' BB | H50 6
| do not worship what you worship!
o HiED I m 50 88
Nor do you worship Whom | worship!
o' BEBiR B, €8 D 88
Nor shall | worship whom you worship,
oc HPO T m A0 8
Nor will you worship Whom | worship.

o° &téh@&ﬁe’ B @

Unto you be your religion and unto me my religion.”
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Tafsir

The offer by the disbelievers of Makka was a clever one to try to win
over the Holy Prophet (S) and to wreck his mission. The reply given to
them in this Strah was firm and without compromise.

Imam Ja‘far as-Sadig was once asked why the same phrase was
repeated twice, as the repetition seemed to spoil the eloquence of the
Surah. He replied that the repetition in the Surah was in response to the
repetition in the proposal of the Quraish. They had asked for the Holy
Prophet (S) to worship their gods for one year after which they would
worship Whom he worshipped the next year and alternate thereafter.

The Sdrah declares at the end that there can never be a compromise
between right and wrong and also there is no compulsion (force) to
become a Muslim.

Merits of Reciting Surah al Kafiran

1. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that one who recites this Strah will be
regarded as though he has read one quarter of the Holy Qur'an, and
the most wicked of Shaitans will be kept away from him. He will be
cleared from shirk and will be exempted from having to go through the
horrors of the Day of Terror (Resurrection Day).

2. Imam Ja‘far as-Sadiq (A) ha said that whoever recites this Strah and
the Sdrah of Ikhlas in one of his obligatory prayers will be forgiven,
and so will his parents.

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri
Islamic Laws, Ayatullah “Ali as-Sistani, Rules 997 - 1000.

Exercise

1. Memorise the Surah and its meaning.
2. Ayatullah Sistani has mentioned an important rule about this Sarah in
his book “Islamic Laws”. Look up rule no. 997, and write it below.
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 4

Science in the Holy Qur'an - Milk

In the Holy Qur’an, when Allah recounts His blessings to man, he
mentions the cow:

. D izt 68 A0 BB
Verily in cattle there is a lesson for you. ; :[f\;
A A8 THOR OB e Acknd o
We give you to drink of what is inside their bodies, coming from between
o AHPEIS t68a DA tel dek & ge

the intestines and the blood, a milk pure and pleasant for those who
drink it. (an-Nahl, 16:66)

The food that is eaten by the cow is digested in its intestines. From here
the blood carries the nourishment to the rest of the body, including the
mammary glands where the milk is produced.

Modern science tells us that the processes responsible for the
production of milk begin when the contents of the intestine are brought
together with the blood. And indeed, this is how the Holy Qur'an has
explained it too.

Science in the Holy Qur’an - Fruits

We know that fruit is the end-product of the reproduction process of
superior plants. The complex process starts at the flower, where the
pollen carried by insects and birds causes fertilisation. Then the plant
bears fruit, which in turn gives out seeds and the process begins all over
again. All fruit, whether produced by cross or self-pollination requires the
presence of male and female organs. The Holy Qur’an refers to this pair
in several verses. One of them is:
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e &8 Ofh
You see the ground lifeless.
G B BID &0 tER ke igd
When We send down water thereon, it stirs and grows

o iER NER 90 Ap EEbR

and puts forth every magnificent pair (of plants) (al-Haj, 22:5)

Allah has used this analogy to counter the arguments of the people who
used to ask the Holy Prophet (S) how they would ever come back to life
once they were dead. In several places in the Holy Qur'an, the
reappearance of plant life in the spring is used as an example to explain
the resurrection of humanity on the Day of Judgement.

The end of the reproductive process comes once the outer casing of the
seed or fruit-stone is opened, allowing the fresh shoots to emerge and
grow into a new plant. The Holy Qur’an refers to this process of
germination:

« OfbiE B2 Ao B e
Verily, Allah splits the grain and the fruit-stone. (al-An‘am, 6:96)

Here again, Allah mentions only in passing facts about His creation that
science did not discover until centuries later!

References

Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Bible, Qur'an and Science, M Bucalille, Pages 169, 175-176

Exercise

Read the whole verse of Sura Haj, 22:5, and write in your own words the
lessons you learn from this verse.
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 5
Du‘a from the Holy Qur'an

Introduction

Du‘a means a prayer to Allah. It is different from Salat, because in Du‘a,
you can say the prayer in any language, at any time and in any manner
you like. Imam “Ali (A) has said: “Put your faith in Allah. Seek His
protection. Ask from Him alone. To give as well as to withhold lies in His
power. Ask for as much of His favours as you can. Allah owns the
treasures of the heavens and the earth.”

Sometimes your Du‘a is not immediately answered. Do not be
disappointed, but continue to pray. Be patient and believe sincerely in
His help. Perhaps what you have asked for will prove harmful to you and
not getting that request may be a blessing in disguise.

The importance of Du‘a is seen in Salat, where there is a special
opportunity to do Du‘a. This is in Qunut. In this lesson, we will learn the
meanings of some Du‘a that are found in the Holy Qur'an.

Du‘a 1
« e BO FHBl A6 HpeiEA O 1Ak
O our Lord! Do not hold us responsible if we forget or make a mistake.
\peme FER. B&ZE O B &
O our Lord! Do not lay on us a burden
< el Ap Al O D 14O
such as You laid on those before us.
< HpliD GO O da BERAA O B JAR
O Our Lord! And do not impose upon us that which we do not have the
strength (to bear)!

~ I D poeth B ABE

Pardon us, and forgive us, and have mercy on us.
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o Ao B 08 livid g Ok

You are our master, so help us against the unbelieving people.
(al-Bagarah, 2:286)
This is an excellent Du‘a to recite in Qunut and at all times. In this Du‘a,
we admit that we are easily tempted to commit sins, but we ask Him to
be lenient with us. We also ask Allah not to put us in a situation where
we might commit a sin. We admit how weak we are and ask Him not to
burden us with responsibilities we cannot bear. We ask Allah to pardon
us and forgive our past misdeeds and give us a second chance to be
better Muslims. Finally we ask Him for His help in facing the trials and
temptations put in front of us by non-Muslims.

Du‘fa 2
Batdp HGn AR leia® B 1D pist 18k

O our Lord! Forgive us and our brothers who have become Muslims
before us,

i} AR Ve tebd 08 63 0 B
and do not put a grudge in our hearts against those who believe.
o BHBI S dlerha
O our Lord, verily You are Kind and Merciful. (al-Hashr, 59:10)

In the early days of Islam, some people who had fought against the
Muslims later became Muslims themselves. Some of them still retained
their old enmity and grudges. In this Du°a we are taught not to harbour
grudges and ill-will towards our fellow Muslims. We must always think
kindly of any Muslim, and remember them in our Du‘as.

References

Qunoot, Peermohamed Ebrahim Trust
Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
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Exercise

1. Memorise all the Du‘as and start to recite them in your Salat.
2. Choose the correct meaning of the “Arabic words below and learn
them. They are all from the verses taught in this lesson.

R A AHRD

a) the people before us

b) the people better than us

C) the people behind us

d) the people who are left behind

AGB D kb

a) the believing people

b) the God-fearing people
c) the disbelieving people
d) the poor people

el a8

a) if we remember

b) if we forget

c) if we make a mistake
d) if we lie

a) do not ask us to say

b) do not ask us to bear

C) do not ask us to do

d) do not ask us to worship

Holy Qur'an Al Mahdi Madrasah
Notes Adapted from Shia Ithna-asheri Madressa of London

Page 9.14



Al EEd die

a) verily, You are the High, the Strong

b) verily, You are the all-Hearing, the all-Seeing
c) verily, You are the Wise, the Mighty

verily, You are the Kind, the Merciful
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 6
Some Details about the Suwer (Sirahs ) of the Holy Qur’an.

Makki and Madani Sirahs - Details, the Differences in Style and
Content.

Sarahs and Ayahs are called Makki or Madani according to whether
they were revealed in Makka or Madina. All the Sarahs and Ayahs
revealed before the Hijrat are called Makki and the ones revealed after
are called Madani. Some Makki Surahs have a few Madani Ayahs and
vice versa.

The following 20 Surahs are accepted as Madani:
Sdrah numbers: 2, 3,4, 5, 8,9, 24, 32, 47, 48, 49, 58, 59, 60, 62, 63,
65, 66, 76 and 110.

There is uncertainty about the following 21 Sdrahs, whether they were
revealed at Makka or Madina:

Surah numbers: 10, 13, 22, 25, 36, 57, 61, 64, 83, 89, 90, 92, 97, 98,
99, 100, 102, 107, 112, 113 and 114.

The other 73 Surahs are Makki.
There are several differences between the Makki and Madani Surahs.

1. The Makki Surahs mostly describe the matters of Usul ad-Din and
other basics of the faith. They refute the beliefs of the idolaters. They
give evidence of the oneness of Allah, His attributes and talk about
the day of Judgement. The verses discuss the building of good
Akhlaq, turning over a new leaf and so on.

2. The Madani Surahs mostly deal with the Furtd’ ad-Din and the rules of
Shari‘ah. These include orders regarding Salat, Sawm, Zakat,
Khums, Jihad, Haj, family affairs, social conduct and so on.

3. All the Ayahs where Sajdah is Wajib or Mustahab were revealed at
Makka - thus emphasising the worship of Allah.
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The Makki Sarahs and Ayahs are usually quite short, while Madani
Sarahs and Ayahs are usually long. For example, the whole of the
28™ Sipara (mostly Madani Sirahs) contains only 137 Ayahs, while
the 29" and 30™ Sipara (mostly Makki Sarahs) have 431 and 570
Ayahs respectively.

4. In Makki Ayahs_, the audience has been addressed as “O People” or
“O Children of Adam”, while in the Madani Ayahs the words “O you
who believe” have been used.

The Names of Sdrahs.
The Surahs of the Holy Qur'an were named in various ways.

1. Using letters at the beginning of the Surah. Examples are Surah Ta
Ha, Ya Sin, Sad and Ha Mim.

2. Using words from the first verse of the Surah. Examples are Surah ar-
Rahman, al-Hijr, ar-Rum and al-Fath.

3. Named by content or a topic discussed in the Sirah. Examples are
Surah an-Nisa, Ali Imran, Ibrahim and Yuasuf.

4. Named from something that has been briefly mentioned somewhere
in the Surah. Examples are Surah al-Ma‘idah, an-Nahl, al-°‘Ankabut
and al-Hadid.

Exercise.

Study the list of ten Surahs below. For each one, write the Sarah
number, the meaning of the name, whether it is Makki or Madani, and
what the name is referring to.

al-Qamar
al-Fatihah
Lahab
an-Naml
ad-Dukhan

. al-lkhlas
Holy Qur'an Al Mahdi Madrasah
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7. an-Najm

8. Yunus

9. al-Munafiqun
10. al-Kauthar
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CLASS 9-LESSON 7
Conversations from the Holy Qur'an

We have been encouraged to memorise as much of the Holy Qur'an as
possible. This allows us to remember the commands of Allah about
specific situations and act accordingly.

History is full of examples where people not only modelled their lives on
the Holy Qur’an, but even used its verses in their daily conversation.
Two anecdotes are related below.

1. Imam Hasan (A) and his slave

Imam Hasan (A) was once sitting for dinner when his slave slipped and
dropped some hot soup on the Imam (A), scalding him. The fearful slave
immediately recited the verse 3:134.

ghid Abbe)da
(The pious people) control their anger

The Imam (A) smiled and said, “l am not angry”. The slave then
continued to recite the same ayat:

© pibl AR ABEDR

And pardon men

The Imam (A) said, “I have forgiven you”. The slave then recited the last

part of the ayat: N o )
o AHBZAD K2R 8 B

And Allah loves those who do god (to others). (Ali Imran, 3:134)
The Imam (A) then set the slave free and also gave him 1000 Dinars.

This incident shows how an ordinary person with the help of the Holy
Qur’'an, obtained his freedom. It is also important to note how
knowledgeable the slave had become, staying in the company of the
Imam (A).
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2. The incident of Bibi Fizza

Bibi Fizza had come from Abyssinia to “Arabia as a slave. She was freed
by the Holy Prophet (S) and afterwards served Bibi Fatimah (A) as her
maid-servant. Bibi Fatimah (A) divided her house work equally between
herself and Bibi Fizza and they would take turns to do the chores. She
remained faithful to the household of Ahlul Bayt (A) and even
accompanied them to Karbala and the prison of Damascus.

‘Abdullah Mubarak has related a very interesting dialogue between
himself and Bibi Fizza. He states, "l saw a woman passing through the
desert who had fallen behind the caravan and asked her, "Who are you
and where are you from?" She replied:

o AbEH &80 Ba 6
And say, "Salaam" for they shall soon know! (az-Zukhruf, 43:89)
| learned that she expected me to greet her and say "Assalamu “Alaykum"

first, before any question. | did as she reminded, and then enquired why
she was in the desert. She answered:

© Wi Ap fo D B &k Mg
And whomsoever Allah guides, there is none to lead him astray! (az-Zumar, 39:37)

On hearing her reply, | asked her, Are you from mankind or from the jinn?"

She replied: S N
Eeg w5 6@ Adiile 1655 Ac) 68

O Children of Adam! be adorned at every time of prostration. (al-A°raf,7: 31)
| asked her, "Where are you coming from?" She replied:

© @B A8 BB 830
They are (like those) who are called to from a place far off. (Ha Mim 41:44)
| asked her, "Where are you intending to go?" She said:

ol 18 pib O BB &

And (purely) for Allah is incumbent upon mankind, the Pilgrimage of the House.
(Ali Imran, 3:97)
| asked her how many days she had been travelling. She told me:
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' Blo @A 68 iR a-sdR PIin) e fB
And indeed We (Allah) created the heavens and the earth and what is between them
two, in six days. (Qaf, 50:38)
| asked her, "Do you feel hungry?" She replied:

Az, AbEth U cae ASGH 18

We (Allah) did not make them such bodies that ate no food. (Al-Anbiya, 21:8)
| gave her food and asked her to hurry up to catch the caravan but she

replied:
* tecad UBtnzR B AR D
Allah does not task any soul beyond its ability. (al-Bagarah, 2:286)
| suggested that she sit on the camel behind me, but she said:
e\ ' = A=A N RN
* BEASD B Ue & ik BO B
Had there been gods therein besides Allah, there would have been disorder in both (the
heavens and the earth). (al-Anbiya, 21:22)
On hearing this | realised that, because we were not husband and wife, it
was unlawful for both of us to ride the camel. So | got off and mounted her
on it. When she sat on the camel, she said:
= n = DY ) -n A °
B 5D jor 6B ATE
Glory to Him Who subjected this to us. (az-Zukhruf 43:13)

When we reached the caravan, | asked her, "Do you know anyone among
them?" She called out in reply:

o8 68 il ofGH e &iE
O Dawad, Verily, We have appointed you a Khalifa in the earth. (Sad, 38:26)
* thai U 6\33 1

And Muhammad is not but a Messenger. (Ali Imran, 3:144)

NS D Pal A O AT Y1,
B3 Ko Ba Oy
O Yahya! Hold the book with firmness! (Maryam, 19:12)
" BgEn BED By 1k Fle O
O Musa! Verily | am Allah, the All-Mighty. (an-Naml, 27:9)
| began to call out these four names at which four youths came out of the
caravan and ran towards Bibi Fizza. | asked her who they were and she
replied:
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‘it Blao Al AR G

Wealth and children are the adornment of the world. (al-Kahf, 18:46)
| realised that they were her sons. The woman turned to the youth and

said:
Algh Db Rjclim by fe Kok Hobtm O
O my Father, employ him, verily the best of those who you can employ is the strong
man and the trusted one. (al-Qasas, 28:26)

She thus made them understand that | had helped her. Then she told

them:
o Gl Ade ASZBB B
And verily Allah increases manifold to whosoever He wills. (al-Bagarah, 2: 261)

The sons understood their mother's hint and paid me well.

| enquired from the them as to who this noble lady was, and they replied,
“She is our mother, Fizza, the maid-servant of Lady Fatimah (A), daughter
of the Holy Prophet (S). She has conversed in nothing but the Holy Qur'an
for the last 20 years.”
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 8
Short Surahs from the Holy Qur'an

Sdrah al Humazah
Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has nine verses. It is Surah
number 104 in the Holy Qur'an. “Humazah” means “Slanderer”. This is a
person who speaks evil of others, is a back-biter and loves to spread
scandal.

Text and Translation
o KEE M B ke
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

o”ﬂmm%@f@

1. Woe to every slanderer, defamer (one who backbites),
o' Ea’f& @a G o8y
2. Who amasses wealth and hoards i,
o Eflad POA TEO KaZk
3. Does he think his wealth will make him live for ever?
o 0 GHAD 08 Kk Vio
4. No! Verily, he shall be thrown info Hutamah.
o D20 13 Bjed iR
5. What shall make you know what Hutamah is?
) &A k&
6. It is the fire kindled by Allah,
of m O@ (=3 5] %@I
7. Which leaps over the hearts
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o' Eiubp ABHR THE
8. It .fha// c\‘/ose upqn thery,
o EFE €8 68

9. In outstrefched columns.
Tafsir

Ayat 1-9: The Sarah talks about the punishment for the one who
slanders, the one who backbites, and the miser who hoards.

The one who slanders and attacks the honour and character of others is
of no use to society and his doom is in Hutamah. This is a fire that
destroys utterly everything cast into it, body as well as soul.

The same punishment is for the miser, whose hoarded wealth is of no
use to anyone, even himself. Imam °Ali (A) has said that he wonders at
the miser - in this world he lives as the poor man, but in the next world
he will be judged along with the wealthy.

While this Surah is a warning for all believers, it was revealed with
regard to the activities of Akhnas bin Sagfi. This man was rich, loved to
hoard wealth and his favourite activity was to spread false rumours and
scandal about the Holy Prophet (S).

Merits of Reciting Strah al-Humazah

1. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that one who recites this Sarah will be
granted ten good deeds for each and everyone who ridiculed the Holy
Prophet (S) and his companions.

2. Imam Ja‘far as-Sadiq (A) has said about this Surah, "Whoever reads
it in his optional prayers, it will ward off poverty from him, bringing him
sustenance and protecting him against a tragic death."

References
Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri

Holy Qur'an Al Mahdi Madrasah
Notes Adapted from Shia Ithna-asheri Madressa of London

Page 9.24



Exercise

1. Memorise the Surah.

In Surah Hujarat, verse 12, Allah gives the example of one who
backbites. How has such a person been likened? Write the translation of
that verse below.
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 9
The Story of Prophet Ylnus (A)

Prophet Yunus (A) was sent by Allah to the people of Naynivah in Babylon
to guide them on the right path. The people there were used to their
wicked ways and did not listen to the teachings of Prophet Yanus (A).
Finally, he departed from them in anger, but without the order and
permission of Allah. The Holy Qur'an says:

<3 . 3 V4 N N A 0 . N 3 7 u apee
iR 6 A AD MO0 NE/NeR KE) gb Blbl 16
(Remember) Yunus (Dhan Nun), when he went away in anger and
imagined that We would never straifen him,

&b Of@» 0é Ofld
then he cried out from the darkness,

otux AN A Bb 6 iR AUEHEU

“There is no God but You. Verily | was of the unjust.”
(al Anbiya, 21.87)

Dhan Nun means “the man of the fish” and is the title of Prophet Yunus
(A). When he left the town, the signs of Allah's punishment appeared over
the people of Naynivah. A huge cloud came over the whole area and the
land was plunged into darkness.

The people at once realised that they were about to be punished for their
sins, and asked for Allah's forgiveness. Allah accepted their prayers and
took away His punishment. The Holy Qur'an says:

© iR AlR UP FERAHRIERID B tja ek i

Why then was there not a fown which believed, so that its faith should
have profited it, except the people of Yunus?

Tt ‘T A A . A % o N RO N
lEbl @0 0o othd DG ABE Mo &) o
When they believed, We removed from them the forment of disgrace in
the life of the worlg,
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o hEg Ol a3 B
and gave them comfort (to enjoy it) for a (fixed) time. (Yunus, 10:98)

Meanwhile, Prophet Yunus (A) had sailed into the sea on a boat. The boat
was suddenly caught up in a heavy storm, and was going to sink unless
they reduced the weight load.

It was agreed that one person would have to be thrown overboard. To
decide who that person would be, the passengers cast lots. Both times the
lot fell to Prophet YUnus (A), so they threw him overboard.

At that moment, Prophet Yunus (A) realised his mistake in walking out on
his people without waiting for the command of Allah. He knew that his
present problems were due to that mistake.

Allah commanded a large fish to swallow Prophet Yunus (A) into its belly.
Prophet Yunus (A) spent three days and nights inside the stomach of the
fish while it swam across the sea. He prayed to Allah to forgive him for his
mistake and his prayers were accepted.

The fish went to the seashore and vomited out Prophet Ylunus (A) safely
onto the ground. Prophet Ylunus's (A) body was badly burnt by the acids
inside the fish and Allah caused a plant to grow whose leaves healed
Prophet Yunus (A) and whose fruits fed him.

Soon Prophet Yunus (A) was well and he was commanded to return to
Naynivah. When he went back he was amazed to see that the people had
given up their idol worshipping and were worshipping Allah. His
experiences are described in the Holy Qur'an as below:

of %_ﬁ Ak ih E®
Verily Yunus was (one) of the messengers.
o BiBekD &G0 O fibgb
When he fled unto a laden ship.
o AEr¥HAD A& ACD ABEO
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And they drew lots, and he was of those thrown (into the water),
o AHA Hh READ BDO
And the fish swallowed him while he was blaming (himself).
o' AAD Ag Ao b tbd
Had he not been one of those who glorify Him
* Bl b 0)6 HBH 68 Sil
He would certainly have been detained in its belly till the day of
resurrection,

0’ % % Mbﬁﬁ)
Then We cast him on a barren shore, and he was sick,
o MR % Wq % D
And We caused a tree of gourd to grow over him;
* BEfiHED & @6 O)c H@bh
And We sent to a hundred thousand (people), or more,

o B O)e AEAHD AL

And they believed, so We let them enjoy (life) for an appointed time. (as
Saffat, 37: 139 - 148)

References
Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali

Exercise
The following passage is from Surah an Nisa (4: 163). In it is the
mention of Prophet Yanus (A). Write the translation of the verse below.

« ek @ AbIE BB O riied fho b rsen fie
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Sl b B AP ek DledE ARGy HeO)e rED B
« AfthB AECR ol BB Onigh
o hghia efla DR
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 10

Angels as Described in the Holy Qur'an

Angels are creatures made from light. They are not visible to us, unless they wish to
be. According to Hadith, to become visible to us, they can assume any shape at will,
except that of Najisul °Ayn creatures like dogs and pigs. Although they occasionally
come down to our world, they belong to the heavenly creation. They do not have the
power to disobey Allah, but they do have freedom of will and they can think and
question. For example, when Allah created Prophet Adam (A), the following
conversation took place:

A - 3 - = -1 - - AV A N\ A . 3 "|
© (8 p-ide T2 BB 6 BAE bla iy gl
(O Muhammad) when your Lord said to the angels, “Verily, | am going to
appoint a Khalifah (vicegerent) on earth,”

p Y o g —— A ANt . — A . N R .
< Bgb)\ Baad B IER Bk Ap JE GautD [hed
they said, “‘will You (O Lord) place one in it who will make mischief and
shed blood,

« &0 & b BEMED SR AZE B
while we glorify Your praise and holiness?”
o BHAGE O 15 ABS 3B B
He (Allah) said, “Verily, | know what you do not know.”
(al Bagarah 2:30)

The angels work as the messengers of Allah to His prophets. For
example, when Prophet Zakariyah (A) prayed to Allah for a son, the
good news that his prayers were answered was brought by angels:

' bii§Eso e odvi ABh He G50 B
Then the angels said fto him while he sfood praying in the sanctuary,
Olaho B Bp! D
“verily, Allah gives you the good news of (a son whose name Is)
Yahya... (Ali ‘Imran, 3:39)
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Allah also sends down the angels to help the believers. For example,
during the battle of Badr, the Muslims were outnumbered by the
Quraish. The Holy Qur'an says:

 bigo ABE i B Adpivh SR
Indeed Allah helped you at Badr when you were weak;
o ABfOEE SEED B 1EEBO
so be mindful of your duty fo Allah, so that you may be thankful.
Bele AEFA &8O AOHDI ApD AHBAR (b gB
(Remember O Muhammad) when you said fo the believers, “Is it not
enough for you that your Lord would help you

T rui O s ps . X . )
ot Abficd @AM A¢ &)} &
with three thousand angels sent down (from heaven)?”

(Ali “Imran, 3:123,124)

Allah also uses the angels to administer His punishment both in this
world and the hereafter. A group of angels were sent to punish the

people of Prophet Lut (A), who had disobeyed Allah and committed evil
acts. The Holy Qur'an says:

- Ap e e A NA A ~ Y} 7 npeO © Ar s N Ry
i85 Ak i/E AB @ 10 bo ldma BREH ADIhd
When our messengers came to Lat, he was grieved and worried on their
account because he was unable to protect them.

- AR 0 B asha 0 ibea
They said, “Do not fear, nor grieve;
o Abist Ag @Bo dijeb U d%6 B SR tie
verily, we will deliver you and your people, except your wife, who is of
those who will stay behind.

\bo Gjed BB b O)5 Abdi tie
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Verily, we are going to bring down upon the people of this fown a
punishment

300 Ak: 112 N N AN R ~
o BHERH IHBO thp Bl Ag
from the skies, because they have been doing evil.
(al ‘Ankabut, 29:33,34)

The people of Lut were not sorry for their actions and the punishment of
Allah was brought upon them. The Holy Qur'an says:

o' Abrd @bl ARED
So the (violent) Blast seized them at daybreak.
o+ Ubdd AP (HUE ABHR 1Ol IEDA JEERS DERID

We turned the city upside down, and rained on them stones of baked
clay. (al Hjjr, 15:73,74)

Exercise

1. In Sarah al Bagarah, Ayah 102, an account is given of two angels,
Harut and Marut, who were sent to help a Prophet (A) at a place
called Babil. Look up the commentary of this verse on page 107 of
the Holy Qur'an by S V Mir Ahmad °Ali and briefly write about the
mission of these two angels.

2. There are four angels who are famous because they have been given
specific tasks by Allah. Who are they and what special duties do they
perform? Look at the commentary of S V Mir Ahmad °Ali, page 107
for the answer and write it below.
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 11
The Jinn as Described in the Holy Qur'an

Besides humans and angels, Allah created a third kind of thinking,
intelligent being - the Jinn (pl Jinnat). Humans were made from a special
kind of clay, angels from a special kind of light and jinn from a special
kind of fire. The jinn existed before man:

b Bl A Gi AR HER EFHdR
And the jinn, We created before(mankind), from a hot fire.
(al Hijr, 15:27)

While the angels were created to live in the heavens, man and jinn were
to live on earth. They were created only to worship Allah:

o Bebf e ot B Aed0B 14 B

/ did nof creafte the jinn and the humans except to worshijp Me
(adh Dhariyat, 51:56)

In the beginning, the jinn were allowed to go to the heavens. The most
famous of them was Iblis, who was even allowed to worship Allah in the
company of the angels. However, after the creation of Prophet Adam
(A), Iblis rebelled:

© @ HEe R IBiHEO Asb \Blioe ®AE 1 ol

When We said to the angels, “Fall prostrate before Adam’, then the fell
prostrate, all save 1blis.

. b e A8 pasd A6 Ag B
He was of the jinn, and he disobeyed the command of his Lord.

- @ b6 4% GiBh Ap BB PR B BB

What! Will you then take him and his progeny as friends instead of Me?
They are your enemies.

o Ut Al Dda
Evil would be the exchange for the unjust. (al Kaht, 18:50)
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The jinn are capable of changing their form into any animal, including
that of pigs and dogs. They possess certain other powers that men do
not generally have; e.g. when Prophet Sulayman (A) ordered the Queen
of Sheba (Bilgis) to come to his kingdom in surrender, he asked his
courtiers who could bring him her throne before she arrived. A jinn
offered his services. The Holy Qur'an says:

0]
Abbesh 688D & bitk 168 ol Gikh AJO (kD tEld B
(Sulayman) said (to his courtiers), “O you chiefs, which of you can bring
me her throne before they come to me in submission?”

85 A A A b b 010 b B0 Ag OB O
ey

A crafty one of the jinn said, ‘I will bring it to you before you rise from
your place,

o AkED DD Bl 6k
for verily | am strong and | may be trusted.” (an Naml, 27:38,39)
Just like humans, there are good and evil individuals among the jinn.
Some humans were scared of the mysterious powers of the jinn and
began to ask them for protection and safety. This made some jinn

proud. However, the Holy Qur'an speaks of the jinn who accepted Islam
after hearing the Holy Prophet (S) recite some verses:

o KEEj Mg B Aedp
In the Name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful.
S0 Ag §00 Gl HO D HRED B
Say (O Muhammad), “If has been revealed to me that a party of jinn O

' hgHE IgpA Bk BHe KbeD
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has listened (fo the Qurian) and said, “Verily, we have heard a wonderful
recitation,

0! Aﬁmﬁﬁeﬁ A - EbBﬁ@b €t Ode el

which guides t he right path,; so we believe in if, and we will not
associate anyone with our Lord.

o' WEd O GRYE BB b3 tEE TH OB FIOE
High is the majesty of our Lord, He has taken neither a wife or son.
o' 100G B O Mt Gidh Bo Flot
The foolish amongst us used to say wrong things about Allah.

o' MBS B O AGD B b BEEL A8 & TIED NOE
We thought that neither man nor jinn would ever speak a lie about Allah,
Ukipis AEGHER ol A@ P o FOE
But (some) individuals from human-kind used fo seek protection with
(some)individuals

o' Y MEAED 8GO A

amongst the jinn, so they increased them in rebellion (arrogance). (al
Jinn, 72:1-6)

Exercise

When a jinn offered his services to Prophet Sulayman (A) for bringing
the throne of Queen Bilqis, did Prophet Sulayman (A) accept? What
happened? See verse 40 of Suratun Naml for the answer and write it
below.
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 12

Short Surahs from the Holy Qur'an
Surah al Qari*ah
Introduction

This Sarah was revealed in Makka. It has eleven verses. It is Surah number 101 in
the Holy Qur'an. “Qari‘ah” means “Calamity” and refers to the terror of the Day of
Judgement.

Text and Translation
o KO Aldg B9l bedp
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
0! @ﬂéﬁ‘)
1. The Striking Calamity!
o M@ fa
2. What is the Striking Calamity?
o EREED 1A BjediE
3. What makes you know what the Striking Calamity is?
o' T HEHD Wi pibi Abch Atk
4. The day when people shall be like scattered moths,
o¢ WD Mo B0 Absh
5. And the mountains shall become like loosened wool.
o' Cimba Q¥ Ad T
6. Then, as for him whose scales are heavy (with good deeds),
of @'Ai m@ 68 o

7. He shall have live in happiness.
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o' Eilata @34 Ag fiDR
8. And as for him whose scales are light,
9.0° %@ EHI“D

9. His home shall be ‘Hawiyah” (a burning abyss).

o EHflQ Bliedizh
10. What makes you what ‘Hawiyah” is?
0" @a @ﬁ
11. Itis a raging Fire. (al-Qari‘ah, 101:1-117)
Tafsir

Ayah 1: The calamity refers to the great upheaval that will precede the
Day of Judgement. There will be a great striking noise and the whole
face of the world will change - all the false appearances and false values
will disappear, to be replaced with the frightening reality of the end of the
world.

Ayat 2,3: Since nothing like this scene or noise has ever happened, it is
impossible to even correctly imagine what it would be like.

Ayah 4: The terror caused by these scenes in the minds of the people
will cause them to flee in all directions, looking for shelter. To give us an
idea of what it will be like, the verse mentions the scattering of moths.
Ayah 5: Even the solid mountains, that look immovable, will be broken
like loose wool.

Ayat 6,7: On that day everything will cease to have value except one’s
deeds. All forms of wealth will have no meaning. The people who have
more good deeds than evil ones, will be happy. They will be given the
good news of heaven.

Ayat 8,9: As for the disobedient ones, their evil deeds will outweigh their
good deeds. There will be no more time to repent and they will be
thrown into hell. “Hawiyah” is a bottomless pit of hell.

Ayat 9,10: The nature and torment of “Hawiyah” can not be understood
by man. The only clue we have is that it will be a pit containing blazing
fire. May Allah protect us from this punishment.
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Merits of Reciting Sdrah al Qari’ah

1. The Holy Prophet (S) ha said that whoever recites this Strah, Allah
will let his scale of good deeds weigh heavily.

2. Imam Ja‘far as-Sadiq (A) has said that one who recites this Surah will
receive security from Allah against the dissension of the Dajjal,
against believing in him, and against hell fire.

References
Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri

Exercise

1. Memorise the Sarah.
2. Below, write down 10 things that would make your scales heavier
(Ayah 6) and 10 things that would make them lighter (Ayah 8).
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 13
Mi°raj as described in the Holy Qur'an

On 27" of Rajab in the year before Hijrat to Madina, the Holy Prophet
(S) was physically taken to the heavens by Jibra“il, on the command of
Allah. This event is called Mi°raj. The Holy Qur'an describes the event

as below:

o KOEB) BiNG) B Aoy

In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
Bl E6i Of o 681 AP

Glory be to Him who carried his servant (Muhammad) by night
et 6Bekd O B§ad 60cdd Af
from the holy Masjid (at Makka) to the furthest Masjid,
vy B Lo P D BB
whose environment We have b/e.gsed, so that We may show him Our
signs;

o~ A AN S sw
o PHYE GH A Fle
verily He is all-Hearing, all-Seeing (Bani Isra’il, 17:1)

The journey was not a dream but an actual physical experience.
Masijidul Agsa refers to a place of worship in the furthest heavens and
not to the mosque by the same name in Jerusalem.

In the heavens, the Holy Prophet (S) saw the marvels of the creations of
Allah. He met the other prophets (A). He also saw the place of reward
(Paradise) and the place of punishment (hell).

Finally Jibra“ll took him to a place known as “Sidratil Muntaha”. Here,
the angel stopped, saying, “No angel or any being can pass further than
this point. If | move even an inch forward, my wings will be burnt to
ashes.” From here, the Holy Prophet (S) proceeded alone.
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The Holy Qur'an says:
o ' OFED Vi A&
Then he drew near, and nearer,
o *Ofeb b Aitd Hia B0
(Until he) was at a distance of two bows, or nearer still,
o ¢ TYEDIA FER O)e OYED
Then He revealed to his servant what He revealed.
(an Najm, 63:8-10)

Thus the Holy Prophet (S) was blessed with a unique honour by Allah,
who brought him to a place no-one had ever been before. Here the Holy
Prophet (S) saw the glory of the kingdom of Allah and became fully
aware of the wisdom that governed it.

Reference
The Holy Quran, S V Mir Ahmad Al

Exercise

1. The Holy Qur'an says about the Holy Prophet (S) in Surah an Najm,
Ayah 18:
o Ojd Bi 6f A8 O 8
Write down the translation of the verse.

Look at your Tarikh notes and write down the three commands that the
Holy Prophet (S) received from Allah when he went to Mi‘ra;.
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 14

Short Surahs from the Holy Qur'an
Surah al-Zilzal
Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Madina. It has eight verses. It is Surah
number 99 in the Holy Qur’an.

Al Zilzal means “The Quaking”. This Surah describes the events leading
up to the Day of Judgement, the first of which will be a terrible quaking
that will take place all over the earth.

Text and Translation

o BB M3 BB Aedp
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent the Merciful
o' lEDkde & dde OdR (ge
1. When the earth shall quake with a terrible quake of her own,
o' DEDHD & e O jiodh
2. And the earth shall bring forth her burdens,
0 Bﬁb’g’l 53&% 36}
3. And man shall say: “What is happening to her?”
o° me a €aa hf@],ﬁ
4. On that day she shall relate (all) her news,
o ¢ 1D OYED Bl Ky

5. That your Lord revealed to her.
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o * AEDAGD IEpEE  10iED Pibi Bmel B

6. On that day people shall come out (of their graves) in (separate)
groups to see (the result) of their own deeds.

o Bfl \fhe Hg Bidp bick A0

7. Then whoever has done (even) an afom’s weight of good shall see it
o Bl ljg dé Bae bick Agh

8. And whoever has done (even) an atom’s weight of evil shall see It.

Tafsir

Ayat 1,2: The first two verses describe the violent shaking that the earth
will suffer just before the Day of Judgement. The earth will burst open
revealing everything in it.

Ayah 3: Mankind will be stunned at the suddenness with which the
quake occurs and at the extent of the destruction.

Ayah 4: The earth will relate the events that occurred on it. The Holy
Prophet (S) said, “Beware of your deeds on the earth, because it will
disclose all your actions on the Day of Judgement.”

Ayah 5: The power of the earth to disclose its secrets will be from Allah.
Ayah 6: The dead will rise from their graves. They will be divided into
groups according to their actions. They will rush to see what is in store
for them because of their actions.

Ayat 7,8: Nothing will be ignored in the accounting. Not the slightest evil
or good action will go unnoticed. No one will be able to transfer the evil
of his actions to another. It is the day when everyone will know the
result of their life on earth.

Merits of reciting Suarah al Zilzal

1. The Holy Prophet (S) has said, "Whoever recites this Strah will be granted the
rewards as though he had recited one quarter of the Qur'an.

2. Imam as-Sadiq (A) has said about this Sarah, "Whoever reads it in his optional
prayers will never be afflicted with an earthquake or lightning or any other worldly
calamity, and if he dies, his Lord will order to have him admitted into Paradise."
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References

Holy Qur'an, Tafsir by S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri

Exercise

1. Memorise the Sdrah.

2. In the Tafsir of the third verse, S V Mir Ahmad °Ali mentions a hadith
relating to Imam °Ali (A). Look up his commentary and write down the
hadith below.
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CLASS 9 - LESSON 15
Short Surahs from the Holy Qur'an
Sdrah at Takathur

Introduction

This Sarah was revealed in Makka. It has eight verses. It is SGrah number 102 in the
Holy Qur'an. “Takathur” means “Excessiveness” and the title of the Sirah refers to
the activity of competing for luxuries and plentitude.

Text and Translation
o KO Aldg B9l bedp
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
o' §ACH AGED
1. Competing for plentitude keeps you occupied.
o¢ FUEND AR Of
2. Until you come to the graves.
o' B &ba Yio
3. No, soon you will come to know (your error),
o BHAHH &0a Yio M
4. No, no, soon you will come fo know (your error).
o° % % ﬁm E tﬁé
5. No, if only you knew it with certain knowledge.
o' HEBID E%
6. You shall certainly see hell fire.
o htED Al JEEHD AQ
7. You shall certainly see it with sure vision.
Holy Qur'an Al Mahdi Madrasah

Notes Adapted from Shia Ithna-asheri Madressa of London

Page 9.44



o kil AR BiHh NaBd M

8. Then, on that day, you shall be questioned about the bounties
(you enjoyed).

Tafsir

Ayah 1. Takathur refers to competition among the people for superiority
in wealth and property. It makes man so engrossed in the pursuit of
material things that he becomes heedless about the hereafter. In this
verse there is a clear warning to devote some time for spiritual
development also.

Ayat 2-7. When faced with graves, man looks at his own life critically.
Sometimes, he changes for the better as a result. When a man dies he
leaves all his material possessions behind. He remains in no doubt
about the nature of the next world, because he sees it unveiled in front
of him. This certainty comes only after death, and it is necessary for
man to be prepared for the hereafter, which is why the verse is repeated
twice.

Ayah 8. Man enjoys countless blessings from Allah. With the blessings
comes responsibility. On the Day of Judgement, man will have to
account for all that he was given in this world.

Merits of Reciting Surah at Takathur

1. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that one who recites this Strah will not
be tried by Allah, regarding the blessings which He bestowed upon
him.

2. The one who recites this Surah will be regarded as though he has
recited a thousand verses of the Holy Qur’an. The Holy Prophet (S)
once asked, “Can anyone among you read one thousand verses from
the Qur'an a day?' The Muslims replied, 'O Messenger of Allah! Who
can?!' He said, 'Can anyone among you recite Surah at-Takathur?!"
He has also said, "Whoever recites this Sturah when he goes to bed
will be protected from the grave's trial."
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References
Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmad °Al
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri

Exercise

1. Memorise the Surah.

2. In the commentary of Holy Qur'an by S V Mir Ahmed Ali (page 1355),
he has quoted a Hadith of Imam °Ali ar-Rida (A) about the bounties
mentioned in the last verse. What are these bounties? Write the
Hadith below.

Holy Qur'an Al Mahdi Madrasah
Notes Adapted from Shia Ithna-asheri Madressa of London

Page 9.46



CLASS 9 - LESSON 16

Prophet Sulayman (A) in the Holy Qur'an

Prophet Sulayman (A) was a great king as well as a messenger of Allah.
He had been given power unlike that of any man before. The Holy

Qur'an says:
2R éfla AR T iR
. Su/aymg'lg /.'/I7/zerite’>\d Dawuad, :and he said, " o
- @e 9o 8 tilEd piyl ABkR e b B

‘O people, we have been taught the language of birds, and have been
given (abundance) of all things.

o AlBD 6D D I Fe
Verily this is manifest grace.” (an Naml, 27:16)

His control extended over humans, jinns and even nature. He controlled
the wind. The Holy Qur'an says:

< §B6 IBRIEE §BY 1CEBA Nl AflR&:

(We made submissive to) Sulayman the wind which travelled in the
morning s month's journey, and a month’s journey in the evening.

. ghad Al PO 16D B
We made a spring of molten brass flow for him,
- b gt 6R Al O&cE Ap 800 Ag B
and some of the jinn laboured for him by the command of his Lord. O

Pl bibg A8 BBk b 45 AeR ol A B

Whoever among them turned away from Our command was made to
taste the punishment of the flaming fire. (as Saba, 34:12)
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When Prophet Sulayman (A) marched with his army, it was an
impressive sight. Men, animals, jinn and birds marched with him. The

Holy Qur'an talks about one march when they came upon the valley of
the ants:

= he e N Ay peme A ROL] EURO A wi A Oy
piviE olbE 600 Ag PEHE AfRE jEER
And there were gathered together to Sulayman his hosts (army) of jinn
and men and birds,

o EESiHA A0
and they were arrayed in order and ranks;
' phbl @R O0)8 (D fge O
Till, when they came to the valley of the ants,
- hoEha \Bdet Gab) R Gkb &0
an ant said. “O you ants! enter your awellings,

o BbPERD B BEIR AR AdDER
lest Sulayman and his hosts crush you while they are unaware.”
0 B JERR A 108y AnED
Then (Sulayman) smiled, laughing at her speech, and said:

Dfde OJsa Dif D4G06E1 e foab A ofd B 4

“O my Lord, arouse me to be thankful for Your bounty which You have
bestowed on me and my parents,

oG ool By b I7e0 DO 4D B
and fo do good that shall please You. Admit me, by Your mercy,

o ARG O8® 68

among Your righteous servants.” (an Naml, 27:17-19)
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The speech of the ant is very interesting, and every word in the verse

has a special meaning. The ant’s speech tells us:

1. Ants have speech that they communicate to each other with.

2. The ant who spoke recognised the army of Sulayman (A).

3. The ant said “O you ants!”, which is a tone used by a leader hence
there is a hierarchy of leadership in the ant community.

4. The ant gave an order that was obeyed; this tells us of the presence
of discipline in the community of ants.

5. “Enter your dwellings” suggests that their homes were structured with
special places for each group of ants.

6. The leader mentioned Sulayman first (A), then his army, thereby
giving the due respect to the great king.

7. The ant raised the possibility of an event occurring (crushed by the
unaware army) which shows that the ants were able to understand a
complex idea like uncertainty.

It is no wonder that Prophet Sulayman (A) smiled in appreciation of the
eloquence of the little ant!

Reference
The Holy Quran, S V Mir Ahmad “Al

Exercise

Study the verse below, from Suratun Naml (27:20,21) and then answer
the questions that follow.

oo 5500 0D © 68 14 WD gl Hid A
o AlSD Ag B AB

o BHR LGl GBHEED £6 FiZkg £ WCHE JuHe ClkEsh
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—

. Write in the translation of the verse in the space above.

2. Why was Prophet Sulayman (A) so angry with HudHud and why did
he threaten to kill him?

3. Where had HudHud been?

4. What did he report to Prophet Sulayman (A)?
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