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CLASS 8 - LESSON 1
The Respect of the Holy Qur'an and the Akhlaq of its Recitation

The Holy Qur'an is a book containing the words of Allah. It should be
treated with the respect it deserves. This respect should also extend to
any book, such as this manual, wherein there are verses of the Holy
Quran.

In this lesson we will learn how to respect the Holy Qur'an and how to
recite it.

1. The words of the Holy Qur'an should only be touched after doing
Wudhu. Allah says:

4 o o s, N
o« BBFEDAD UE Fnak U
None should touch it except the purified.(al-Wagqi‘ah, 56:79)

2. However, you may recite the words at any time, even without Wudhu.
Allah says:

st O)8 b icHA | 1A[R B Abdpb AlBD

Those who remember Allah (recite Qur'an), standing, sitting and
reclining,

- "u “\ . -.1 "0/ ,l “-
< g-ibe B Pl pG ¥ BB A
and think and wonder about the creation of the heavens and the earth...

(Ali Imran, 3:191)

3. Always begin the recitation with Ta®awwudh. Allah says:
O ~TN A Ay AX = /0 e u
o Bl Bdbe Af Bt b0 AlFED RGE LD
When you recite the Qur'an, seek refuge in Allah from Shaitan, the
accursed (an-Nahl, 16:98)

Ta*awwudh means to recite @] i Eﬁ’%‘b»A éé @Bb éwj

which means, I seek refuge in Allah from Shaitan the accursed.
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4. After Tarawwudh, recite BB BR¥G) B9\ ABBhich

means, “l begin in the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful”.
5. Even if you know the verses by heart, it is better to recite while
looking at the words, as this increases the rewards many times.

6. It is Sunnat to recite the Holy Qur'an with your head covered and
while facing the Qiblah.

7. The Holy Qur’an should be recited without rushing, in a clear manner.

Allah says: N )
o/t Bl§EH W B

And recite the Qur’an in a regulated tone. (al-Muzzammil, 73:4)
8. When the Qur’an is being recited, listen attentively and do not eat or
talk. Allah says:

o BHEPA AEED \HEYEB R 0O \Ehime0 ApSD Hif G
And when the Qur’an is recited, listen to it with (full) attention, so that

you may be blessed with mercy. (al-A°raf, 7:204)

9. Do not leave the Holy Qur'an open and unattended or in a place
where it may be disrespected. Recite from it regularly and do not
leave it unread on the shelf. Allah says:

o \CHiE: B30 ¢ \EBEI Ofte e E§{ Ghaj) R

And the Prophet (S) shall say, “O my Lord! Verily my people abandoned
this Qur'an.” (al-Furqgan, 25:30)

10. Worn-out pages of the Holy Qur'an or paper with verses of the
Holy Qur'an must not be thrown in the bin, Instead they should be
recycled or buried.

References

Holy Qur’an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
The Science of Reciting the Qur'an, M Surty, Pages 30-34
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Exercise

Choose the correct meaning of the °Arabic words below and learn them.
They are all from the verses taught in this lesson.

Ve

)

a) those who remember b) those who are remembered

c) those who provide d) those who forgot
Ly~ .ao O%&
a) on their feet  b) on their hands c) at work d) on their sides
Al B g
a) when they see the Qur'an b) when they read the Qur'an
c) when the Qur’an is recited d) when they take the Qur'an

AR B AED

a) so that you may be taken to heaven
b) so that you may be shown mercy

c) so that you may be cursed

d) so that you may be forgiven

) R

a) and the Prophet (S) asked b) and the Prophet (S) was told
c) and the Prophet (S) said d) and the Prophet (S) went

?ﬁﬁ] |

a) the cursed one b) the blessed one c) the good one d) the lost one
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 2

Short Surahs from the Holy Qur'an
Sdrah al Falaq
Introduction

This Surah was revealed in Makka. It has five verses. It is Stirah number
113 in the Holy Quran.

Al-Falag means “The Dawn”. The Surah deals with seeking the
protection of Allah from the evil of magic and witchcraft.

Text and Translation
o b Al B9 kel
In the Name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful
0! Wm hjéb é@\)%
Say, ‘I seek refuge in the Lord of the Dawn,
o fH 1 5 B¢
From the evil of His creation,
o' K e Nda §5 A8 B
And from the evil of the dark night when it overtakes,
o' €D 08 Off § &8 B
And from the evil of the witchcraft (blowing on knots),
o fAH GE &N §5 A B

And from the evil of the envious when he envies!”
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Tafsir

Ayah 1. The Dawn refers to destroying the darkness of witchcraft, just
as the light of the dawn overcomes the darkness of the night.

Ayah 2. Allah has created all sorts of creatures. Some are visible, others
are invisible. Some are known to man, others are not. We ask protection
from the evil of all harmful creatures.

Ayah 3. “Ghasiq” here refers to darkness of difficulties (both physical
and mental) that are faced by us.

Ayah 4. The blowing on knots in a piece of thread was a kind of
witchcraft practised by some women to try to cause mental harm to
others. Here we seek protection from such witchcraft.

Ayah 5. The evil of the envious of jealous person can cause harm in
many ways. Here we ask for protection from this sort of evil.

In short, in this Strah, we are asking Allah for help against all sorts of
harm that other people seek to do to us.

Merits of Reciting Sidrah al Falaq.

1. This Surah should be recited when we feel that people mean to do us
harm.

2. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that one who recites both this Surah
and the next (an Nas) will be as though he has recited all the Books
which Allah has revealed.

3. He also used to urge his companions to recite the two Surahs upon
waking up and upon going to bed.

References

Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy, Yasin T. al Jibouri

Exercise
1. Memorise the Surah and its meaning.
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 3
Science in the Holy Qur’an - The Water Cycle

The heat from the sun’s rays cause the sea and water in lakes to
evaporate. The water vapour then rises up, and as it condenses, it forms
clouds.

The winds then move the clouds to different areas. Sometimes these
clouds disperse without producing any rain, but sometimes they
combine with other clouds to cause rain.

***** - i 66 Al e Mt 0APR A8 1A B

Allah) is the One Who sends forth the winds bearing good news of His
Mercy.

A4 15ZAm @1E0 i Of
When they have carried the heavy-laden clouds,
B0 By likid o 668 Ha
We drive them to a dead land. Then We send down water to it

© PjAbl ¥ Af FolisiadD

and thereby bring forth fruits of every kind.

o EEOIHE g' ,i,...\ o{w }g-l io é@ﬁ\)

Thus We will bring forth the dead. Maybe you will be mindful.
(al-A°raf, 7:57)

When rain falls on the sea, the above cycle is soon repeated. When it
falls on land, some water is absorbed by vegetation, either directly or
through the soil. The rest is absorbed into the ground and is either
conducted to the sea, or comes back to the earth’s surface through
springs, etc.
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Ga Bl Ag DRDED KO i Al
Have you not seen that Allah sent water down from the sky
- 860 68 eheh PO
and led it through sources into the ground?
PRk tedeg 1gdk Fi Apbh A&
Then, through it, He caused sown fields of different colours to grow.
fjemed i G A&
Then they wither and you see them turn yellow
© IgOH EGHE MR
and He makes it crumble away?
o b0 O&6 Ofckd d§ 68 ke
Truly in this is a reminder for men of understanding. (az-Zumur 39:21)

Isn’t it marvellous to see how the verses of the Holy Qur'an describe so
well the processes of rainfall that have only recently been understood.

References
Bible, Qur'an and Science, M Bucaille, Pages 154 - 158
Holy Qur'an, Tafsir by S V Mir Ahmed Ali, Ayah 39:21
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Exercise

The verse below is in 24:43 (Sura an-Nur)

] ra‘-r @ Forr

J\;.A:’ﬂ\.\ A 4.:‘3_;.\\:\_14.: }J\S.l

Find the verse and write down the English translation below. What does
the part of the verse in the cloud picture above mean?
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 4
Hurdful Abjad
Where does 786 / 92 / 110 come from?

Abjad is the name given to a numerical arrangement of the °Arabic
alphabet. Each letter is given a numerical value ranging from one to one

thousand. )
I L X C E k ~ ¢

e
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
b °© % A Epa 2 x
10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
T i €tP Tdg — !0
100 200 300 400 500 600 700 800 900 1000

The values are remembered in the following rhyme. Notice how the
values have been given. They go from 1, 2, 3 ... 9, then 10, 20, 30 ... 90
and finally 100, 200, 300 ... 1000.

My bbh @HE wida A B Gn
B
Today, Hurlful Abjad has limited usage. It is used in certain °Arabic

documents for numbering paragraphs or headings, the way we use a, b,
c or i, ii, iii etc.

However, a lot of people use the Abjad numerical values for certain
words or phrases without realising how these values came about.

For example, the numerical value of the phrase below is 786.

B MG B Aedp
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i

A D 0 % AE A 0 Y
% LA p L

40 10 8 200 301 50 40 8 200 301 530 30140 60 2
Total 786

i/
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‘o .
The name ﬂ\zaadds up to 92 and the name é@adds up to 110.

A

e A > A p ¥ @

4 40 8 40 10 30 70
Total 92 Total 110

That is why Muslims frequently use the number 786 for blessing. The
Shi‘ah add the number 110 and sometimes 92, as well.

Exercise

Add up the Abjad values in your name and see what they come to. That
can be your special number!
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 5
Du‘a from the Holy Qur'an
Introduction

Du‘a means a prayer to Allah. It is different from Salat, because in Du‘a,
you can say the prayer in any language, at any time and in any manner
you like.

Imam °Ali (A) has said: “Put your faith in Allah. Seek His protection. Ask
from Him alone. To give as well as to withhold lies in His power. Ask for
as much of His favours as you can. Allah owns the treasures of the
heavens and the earth.”

Sometimes your Du‘a is not immediately answered. Do not be
disappointed, but continue to pray. Be patient and believe sincerely in
His help. Perhaps what you have asked for will prove harmful to you and
not getting that request may be a blessing in disguise.

The importance of Du‘a is seen in Salat, where there is a special
opportunity to do Du‘a. This is in Qunut. In this lesson, we will learn the
meanings of some Du‘a that are found in the Holy Qur'an.
Du‘a 1

GEH N ekn tHe ik

O our Lord! We have indeed heard the voice of a messenger calling

o O g 1) D BhibeS

to the faith, saying “Believe in your Lord!” So we believed.

i NG §B B B DEpae 1Al

O our Lord! Forgive us then our sins, and remove from us our evil
deeds,

o il G kL

and cause us to die among the virtuous ones. (Ali-lmran 3:193)

Holy Qur'an Al Mahdi Madrasah

Notes Adapted from Shia Ithna-asheri Madressa of London
Page 8.13



In this Du‘a, we confirm our sincere belief to Allah, and then ask him to
forgive us as a result of our belief ((Iman).

The last part is very important. Our constant prayer should be that we
die on the right path and do not abandon Islam at any time. This Du‘a
should be recited all the time and especially in Qunat.

Du‘a 2

o iEEE Nigpd A 1D it (i iR A9 1 rh

O our Lord! Grant us mercy from You, and provide a right course for us
in our affair. (al-Kahf, 18:10)

This Du‘a was recited by the People of the Cave (Ashabul Kahf), when
they heard the approach of the soldiers who were hunting them.

This Du‘a should be recited to seek help in overcoming someone who
means you harm and also to achieve success in whatever work you
undertake.

Du‘a 3
o P jH A2 D OdRMAE 6 B &

O my Lord! Verily, | have need of the good that You have sent me
(al-Qasas, 28:24)

This Du‘a was recited by Prophet Musa (A) after he helped Prophet
Shu‘aib’s (A) daughters get water for their sheep. We should recite this
beautiful Du°a after we perform any good act, to seek acceptance and
reward from Allah.

It is also highly recommended to recite this Du‘a when seeking a job.

References

Qunoot, Peermohamed Ebrahim Trust
Holy Qur'an, Tafsir of S V Mir Ahmed Ali
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Exercise

1. Memorise all the Du‘as and start to recite them in your Salat.
2. Choose the correct meaning of the “Arabic words below and learn
them. They are all from the verses taught in this lesson.

a) we heard b) we saw c) we ate d) we found

beipse

a) guide us b) tell us c) bless us d) forgive us

bR

a) our problems b) our desires c) our sins d) our lies

(B OH A 18

a) Grant us a mercy from You
b) Grant us a long life
¢) Grant us our wishes
d) Grant us a place in heaven

a) You said b) You sent c) You asked d) You forgave

a) Wise man b) Rich man c¢) Needy man d) Sick man
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 6
Furd® ad-Din in the Holy Qur'an.
Salat ( Namaz; Daily Prayers )

Our declared submission to the will of Allah is put to the test when we
are called to perform acts solely for His pleasure; acts that may
seemingly serve no purpose except in demonstrating our obedience to
what He has commanded.

These actions are called Furu® ad-Din (The Branches of Religion). In all
these actions, the intention of doing it solely for the pleasure of Allah is a
prerequisite. Without the intention, the act becomes null and void. It is
called the Niyyat of Qurbatan llallah.

Moreover, Allah has, in some cases, explained the reasons and wisdom
behind the action. He has also clarified what would happen to one who
does the action and what would happen if one does not perform the
action.

The word Salat has been mentioned 68 times all over the Holy Qur'an.
The significance of Salat cannot be underestimated. The Holy Prophet
(S) has said:

A0 B 16 14 a0k e &8 Al B HMv) Ee
EiED ja BRed BRd

The prayers are a pillar of religion; if they are accepted, everything else
will be accepted, and if rejected, everything else will be rejected.

Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:

o 6Be Hivl MR 6EHED M D EO & B! 1D 68

Verily, | am Allah, there is no God but |, therefore worship Me and
establish prayers for My remembrance. (Ta Ha, 20:14)
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Here, Allah is giving us one very good reason as to why He has made
prayers compulsory for us. It is indeed so that we do not forget Him. It is
our duty to remember Him at all times, for we would have been nothing
had it not been for His mercy over us.

The least we can do is to remember Him and we show that we do
remember Him by praying five times a day.

In another verse in the Holy Qur'an, Allah says:
c {ivol BB biliEd A dhE ARES A BB
Recite (O Muhammad) what has been revealed to you of the Book, and
establish prayers;

. e B Bz A Ol FB

surely prayer keeps (one) away from indecency and evil.
(al-°*Ankabut, 29:45)

Prayers recited in time become a shield protecting us from the evils and
vices of this world. At a time when we witness ever increasing crimes
and sins, we are always looking for means to protect ourselves from
such influences and maintain our faith. Allah has assured us, in this
verse, that the best way to be safe from all the vices is to observe our
prayers.

It is important to note that the opposite is also true. This means that one
who indulges freely and shamelessly in vices is less likely to establish
prayers because the vices will act as a shield and stop him from
establishing prayers.

To explain the importance of reciting prayers correctly, | quote a story
from the book “Manazil ul Akhirah” by Shaykh °‘Abbas Qummi in which
he writes:

A man died and after burial, during the questioning and accounting, he
was told that he would be punished for a total of 100 prayers that he
missed. He pleaded and pleaded to be pardoned by Allah. He was
finally told by the angels that Allah had decided to forgive him for all the
prayers that he missed except one which he had recited without
performing Wudhu. (This was an act of arrogance and deliberate
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disobedience that defied the command given by Allah that prayers shall
only be recited with Wudhu). The man felt relieved that he would now be
punished for only one prayer, so he agreed. The angels lifted their mace
and struck a blow to the ground and the grave erupted into a volcano
and the grave shall remain engulfed in flames until the Day of
Judgement.

Prayers have to be recited in their prescribed times and with proper
concentration. People who undermine prayers or anything that forms a
part of praying (e.g. Wudhu, Qibla, etc.) are called in “Arabic,
“Mustakhiff” - literally meaning “taking it lightly”.

Imam Ja‘far as-Sadiq (A) has said that there is no sin greater than that
of prayers being taken lightly.

Note that the Imam (A) does not say that the worst sin is missing
prayers, but taking prayers lightly. This shows the importance of not only
reciting the prayers, but also reciting it correctly and with great respect.

Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
. A Bt oHD
And woe to the ones who pray,
o°f ﬁ‘eﬂﬂi m&l % ﬁ m
Yet are heedless of their prayer. (al-Ma°un, 107:4,5)

Exercise

The Holy Qur'an mentions the time of Salat in Strah Bani Isra-il, verse
78. Look up this verse and quote the translation below.
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 7
Categories of Pauses ( Wugquf ) in Recitation of the Holy Qur'an

When a reciter of the Holy Qur'an wishes to rest during the recitation, he
must be careful where he pauses. Usually, it is best to complete the
entire passage or at least verse before stopping. However, sometimes a
reciter may need to draw a breath or pause for sneezing etc. At this time
he must know the significance of where he has paused and how he
should continue. A thorough knowledge of the various punctuation
marks is necessary to make sure the correct meaning of the verse is
maintained.

The various pauses are classified under different names. There are four
classifications

1. at- Tam - The Perfect.

This is a pause after reciting a phrase whose meaning is complete.
When there is no requirement either due to grammar or meaning to join
with the rest of the text, the pause is called at-Tam, i.e. perfect. This
usually, but not always, is at the end of a verse. A clue to this pause is
the absence of any sign at the end of a verse, or the sign (¢)

Examples are:

o Bt kb &g
Master of the Day of Judgement (al-Fatihah, 1:4)
o Abphd ARG b6 EBR
And surely Lat was one of the messengers (as-Saffat, 37:133)
o jhiE A3 i BREE e 1R

Man shall be informed on that day of whatever he sent before and what
he put behind! (al-Qiyamat, 75:13)
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2. al - Kafi - The Appropriate.

This is a pause after reciting a phrase whose wording is complete, for
example, at the end of a verse. However, to understand the full meaning
of the verse, you need to join the sentence with the subsequent text. If
you pause here, the pause is called al-Kafi, i.e. appropriate.

Examples are:
et (18 Ep AR

Allah has sealed up their hearts...(al-Bagarah, 2:7)

 EHER G AR A D A

...Whether you warn them or do not warn them, they will not believe. (al-
Baqgarah, 2:6)

Let not their words grieve you...(Yunus, 10:65)
3. al - Hasan - The Agreeable.

This is a pause after reciting a phrase whose meaning is complete in
itself, but the sentence is incomplete. There is more to the message,
and to understand the full meaning, you need to join the sentence with
the subsequent text. Sometimes, there is a () to guide you to continue.

If you pause here, the pause is called al - Hasan, i.e. agreeable.
Examples are:
All praise is for Allah...(al-Fatihah, 1:2)

guGh € G8D B8

Say, “I seek refuge in the Lord of the Dawn...” (al-Falaqg, 113:1)
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@BK»A BH#E

And you see the people...(an-Nasr, 110:2)
4, al - Qabih - the Inappropriate.

This is a pause after reciting a phrase when neither the wording or the
meaning is complete and pausing distorts the meaning of the verse. If
you pause here in error, you must go back and recite the complete
sentence again, otherwise the meaning maybe an utterance of kufr
(unbelief).

Examples are: (The place where you should not stop is marked with an
X)

AHRG) Bied x O€ha B0 Fip
Verily, Allah does not guide..X..the unjust people. (al-Qasas, 28:50)
Ofj1a A@dR x HPvoi BGER 0 \HG) Al bEL

O you who believe! Do not come to the prayer..X..when you are
intoxicated. (an-Nisa, 4:43)

o BHA Ao AR B ABD o x AlewAfE 6BD

And woe unto those who pray,..X..those who do not pay attention during
their prayers. (al-Ma°un, 107:4,5)

As you can see from the examples above, pausing at the wrong place
can completely change the meaning of the verse.
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References

The Holy Qur'an
The Science of Reciting the Qur'an, M Surty, Pages 168,169

Exercise

1. For verses 2:7, 2:6 and 10:65 mentioned above, write the complete
text of the verses in the space below.

2. Can you find another example of Waqf al-Qabih in the Holy Qur'an? If
so, write it below.
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 8
The Story of the Cow

¢ ik (A AD AePci Bl T8 Fate Ohba 1A ol
And remember when Mdsa said fo his people, “Veerily, Allah commands
you to sacrifice a cow.”

© |EBE DEBBIED Fh%
They said, ‘Do you ridicule us?”
o A0 Af AbSD &b Bl GHED Bhd
He said, ‘I seek protection of Allah from being one of the ignorant.”
© 66 1A b Adb dla 16D ek be
They said, ‘Pray for us to your Lord to make it clear to us what she is.”
© §0CE e-H0 U ik tele b Fle B
He said, “He says, Verily, she is a cow, neither to old nor foo young,
o BEFEHA 1A 1BE00 - oF Al AR
but of a middle age between the two,” so do as you are commanded.”

+ B0 B3 26 AR Bl 36D Aeb 1bdd

They said, “Pray for us to your Lord to make it clear to us what her
colour is.”

. Bjein ben thie vhé e B
He said, “He says, Verily, she is a yellow cow;
o AR 8k EE 680

her colour is brightly yellow, delighting the beholders’.”
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o 68 1A ba0 Al B1d 15D Aot 1BH3
They said, “Pray for us to your Lord to make clear fo us what she is,
© DEBR EIF B jED TR
because all cows are alike fo us,
o ABEERD B B8 AR iE
and if Allah wills, we shall surely be guided aright.”
&bk pHER Dbdi U GER EIE Db Fle b
He said, “He says, Verily, she is a cow, not (yet) used fo fill the land,
« Apad Ocod GA
nor fo irrigate it.
¢ JER Gg U elina
She is healthy, without any blemish’.”
© pAdp O® Afd |bHA
They said, ‘Now you have brought the truth.”
o BEEh B8O 18 IGHAHID
So they sacrificed her, although they did not want to do it.
© JER AREEO Jnzh AR gl
And (remember) when you killed a man, and then disputed about it; O
« BHREE Al 1) Rpbd BB
Allah brought fo light what you concealed.
© Y6z Zip Bbiymp) 1D
So We said, ‘Strike him with a part of her (the slaughtered cow).”
o OfD B9l 0B ddo
Thus, Allah brings the dead fo life,
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o E‘I’MIH ’? /Il...\ Em g’ ,’l-’E'.

and shows you His signs, so that you may understand.
(al Baqarah, 2:67-73)

The law of Prophet Musa (A) stated that if a man was killed, and the
people could not find the murderer, 50 men of the suspected tribe had to
swear their innocence and to pay a compensation to the dead person’s
heir. Once, such an event actually occurred, and the Bani Isra-il ignored
the law and began to argue and dispute about what to do.

They insisted that Prophet Musa (A) should pray to Allah to reveal the
name of the murderer. They were trying to test him. Instead Allah
commanded them to sacrifice a cow.

The Bani Isra-il were reluctant to so this because in their idol-
worshipping days, cows and bulls were thought to be holy creatures. To
try to get out of this, they began to ask Prophet Musa (A) endless
questions about the cow’s appearance, colour, age etc. The more fuss
they made, the more restrictions were put by Allah about the details of
the cow. Finally, they could delay no longer and by paying a large sum,
the cow as specified was reluctantly bought from its owner.

The cow was killed and its tail placed on the body of the dead man. He
returned to life and pointed out his Killer.

The Bani Isra-1l had wanted to test Prophet Musa (A) and were sure that
there was no way he could find the murderer to the full satisfaction of all
the people. But Allah revealed what they were trying to hide.

Exercise

Write down below the lessons we learn from this event.
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 9
Fura® ad-Din in the Holy Qur'an
Sawm (Fasting)

Sawm (fasting) is the most important pillar of Islam after Salat. In literal
‘Arabic, fasting means “refraining”, as used in the Holy Qur'an when it
talks about Bibi Maryam, mother of Prophet °Isa (A):

o gk e hige i
If you see any human being,
ghiu  AagIe B bk 6 688D
say, "l have vowed a fast to ar-Rahman (Allah)
o Bk AHD A2 A%
and | shall not speak to anyone today." (Maryam, 19:26)

Bibi Maryam was ordered to say these words when she presented
Prophet °Isa (A) to her people. She was asked to refrain from speaking
and instead to point to Prophet °Isa (A) who, in his cradle, declared his
Prophethood.

The command and purpose for Sawm is contained in the Holy Qur'an:
S AoHR K& I8 Al JEID{
O you who believe! Fasting is prescribed for you,
beah Ap Ali) OB K® o
as it was prescribed for those before you,
o! ﬁ‘ﬁb@lﬂ\)
so that you may attain piety. (Taqwah)
. PEeb 1gid
(It is) for a fixed number of days... (al Bagarah, 2:183,184)
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However, in Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh), fasting specifically refers to
refraining from food, drink and all the things that make a fast invalid,
from dawn to sunset. This may be Wajib, as in the month of Ramadan or
Mustahab, as in the 13th,14th and 15th day of every month in the lunar
calendar.

Further details about Sawm are provided in the Holy Qur'an:

- PEebizg 1gio

(Fasting is for) a fixed number of days,

it Off Ebiz i AG® Bo 40

but whoever among you is sick or on a journey
(during this fixed time),

-+ gao bilo &8 o
then (he must fast) an equal number of days at another time;

&m 8z ¢ [HaRh Alg) 0@ B

and those who find it hard to fast will give a “Fidyah” by feeding the
poor;

PO gh EED Aghe 8108 AED
and whoever does a good deed voluntarily, it is better for him;
o AHGH A6 BB AY phr 1HEHYE A
and that you (all) fast is better for you, if only you knew.
(al Bagarah, 2:184)

Thus, fasting is only during days prescribed by Allah. If we miss those
days for any genuine reason, we then have to repay them later. For
people who are weakened either because of age or sickness and simply
cannot fast, either in the month of Ramadan or thereafter, there is a
Fidyah to pay to the poor people. Fidyah is a fixed amount of food or its
monetary value.
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The time of the day when a fast begins and ends is also explained in the

Holy Qur'an.
O KGept 16 B
...And eat and drink until
- pEED AP clmbe Gl Ag g Hite Had Ao AldR
the white streak of the day becomes distinct from the black of the night
at dawn;

* od O B! (B NA
then complete the fast upto night time... (al Baqarah, 2:187)

Exercise

1. Look at Ayah 185 of Sarah al Bagarah and fill in the blanks in the
translation below:

The month of Ramadan is that in which was sent
down, a for mankind, and clear proofs of the guidance,
and the criterion of

It is interesting that the sequence of verses dealing with fasting from
Ayah 183 to 187, is broken by a different theme introduced in verse 186.
What is this theme? Why do you think it is introduced in between the
verses of fasting? Quote the translation of Ayah 186 below.
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 10

Fura® ad-Din in the Holy Qur'an
Haj (Pilgrimage)

Haj is the third pillar of Islam. It consists of certain rites, actions and
sayings that are done at specified times in specified places. It is a
unique gathering of Muslims from all over the world at which they
worship Allah, ask for His forgiveness, and learn of the situation and
problems of their brother Muslims who live in other parts of the world.
The Holy Qur'an has a whole Surah by the name of Haj (Surah 22) and
many verses that refer to the pilgrimage.

Allah says in the HonAQur'én: " ] , }
Oid & pihl 0@ BEA

And pilgrimage to the House (Ka‘ba) is incumbent upon mankind
(purely) for Allah,

© DHE BB B0k A
(It is) for those who can afford to go there.

o AHN{D AS & B D j&0 A6

And whoever disbelieves, then verily, Allah is independent of the needs
of the worlds. (Ali Imran, 3:97)

The last verse needs some clarification. “Man Kafara” (whoever
disbelieves) here refers to those people who are able to afford the
journey but do not care about it. About such people the Holy Prophet (S)
has said, “They shall rise on the Day of Resurrections ass Kafirs, having
no vision.”

“Ghaniyyun °Anil °‘Alamin” (independent of the worlds) means that man’s
disobedience does not harm Allah in any way.

When Prophets Ibrahim and Isma‘“il (A) completed the construction of
the Holy Ka°ba, they were ordered by the Allah to call on people to
come and perform the rites of pilgrimage. Prophet Ibrahim (A) wondered
and asked how his voice would be heard far and wide. Allah promised
him that it would be heard far and wide not only across the earth, but
also spanning the generations to come.
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The Haj that has been made Wajib for all of us is actually in response to
the call made out by Prophet Ibrahim (A) on the instructions of Allah:

Adp pibl 08 A6k
N Proclaim the e//g,r/mage fo the peo,p/e. o R
o ' IS B0 w6 A Al JEy wo OB | GHp OHD
i}

They will come to you on foot and on (every) lean camel, coming from
every remote way,

58D 68k |etEedR
That they may witness the advanitages to them;
O{ie Mio6e By Ase \Efcpi
and mention the name of Allah during the appointed days
(al-Haj, 22:27,28)

Haj consists of several actions which include:

Tawaf of Holy Ka°ba

Sa’l (walking) between the hills of Safah and Marwah
Staying in “Arafat

Staying in Mina

Slaughtering an animal on °Id day in Mina

These above acts are part of Haj. Historically all events that took place
during the time of Prophet Ibrahim (A) are being performed by millions of
Muslims every year. This is because Allah was so pleased with the
sacrifice offered by Prophet Ibrahim (A), his wife Hajirah and their son
Prophet Isma“il (A). The Holy Qur'an says:

- OfHsp g ad
The Haj is in the well-known months,

2 Ae & §O 440

so whoever undertakes the pilgrimage in it,
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) JO0O7 N —~r. {4~
© §880 B SA& vo
then let there be no contact between husband and wife, nor bad
language,

- WAD 08 BEd R

nor quarrelling among one another during Haj,
- B EbéSE jER A (bGRRIE
and whatever good you do, Allah knows It.

< Olde &l e D IEéER

So take provision (for your journey), and verily the best provision is
Tagwah (piety, awareness of Allah’s laws),

o biliie O2G{ BEIR
so maintain Taqwah before Me, O men of understanding.
- oA Bp Do (bl AD SR AR o
There is no blame (sin) on you in seeking bounty from your Lord (in
trade during Haj).

8 48 Aled G
And when you march from ‘Arafat,
~ Bidd predd &8 B IfigD
remember Allah near the holy (monument ) Mash ‘ar,
 bofe o Ebjig
and remember Him as He has guided you,
o BBz ABD Feh Af AR AR
though before that you were surely of those who had gone astray.
pibl &1 Shé A8 b M
Then hasten (march) on from the place where the people hasten on,
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o GHBI b B\ Fe- Bl ICjtsie B
and seek the pardon of Allah, verily, Allah is Forgiving, Merciful.
B IEfOgED AcoRia A 3
And when you have performed your rites, then remember Allah

¢ Ipog TEb b sl Abpo

as you remember your fathers, rather with a more (profound)
remembrance;

Ebl 02 1 rid B A5 pibl AgO
but there are some pé;'op/e who say, ‘I‘IOur ,Loraj/ G/ve"us in this world”,
o fiva A8 Gabe 08 Fo g

and they shall have no portion in the hereafter.

G tEB) 02 1@ rAi GiE A ABER

And among them there are some who say, “Our Lord! Give us good in
this world,

G Gaje 68 t
and good in the hereafter,

o Bb BIBS bl

and save us from the torment of (hell) fire. (al Baqarah, 2:197-201)
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References
The Holy Quran - S V Mir Ahmad °“Ali
The Islamic Principles - Al Balagh Foundation

Exercise
- DHE Ea B0k S
(It is) for those who can afford to go there.
The above verse was discussed in the lesson. The word “Istita-°a”
above refers to the conditions that must be present for Haj to be Wajib
on a person. What are these conditions? Look at Masa-il no 2044 (iv) of

Agha Sistani’s Islamic Laws and briefly write the answer in the space
below.
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 11

Fura® ad-Din in the Holy Qur'an

Zakat (Poor-rate)

In “Arabic, the word Zakat literally means “growth”. It also means
“purification” as used in the Ayah below:

i bR By AAFEOA (266 AbBEcH 5 B

Take alms (Sadaqah) from their wealth in order to purify them and
cleanse them by it. (at-Tawbah, 9:103)

In Islamic Jurisprudence (Figh), Zakat is the name given to the Sadagah
or alms that becomes Wajib when certain conditions are fulfilled. Itis a
tax that is taken from the well-off and given to the needy to tackle the
problem of poverty and social problems of the society.

The Holy Qur’an also explains which categories of people Zakat is

payable to:
SHENADE GjEE IR taie
Verily, alms (Sadaqat) are for the poor and the needy,

and the people employed fo administer (the funds), and those whose
hearts are to be won over,

Ao Ligpl 0@
and for freeing of slaves, and those who are in deb!,
¢ phi AHB B vHm 68
and in the wa Y of Allah a/‘7d fo,r the wayfarer;

B 86 i

a auty oraained by Allah.

o BHH GHB B B
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Allah is all-Knowing, all-Wise. (at-Tawbah, 9.60)

Exercise

1. The verse above (9:60) is used by all ‘Ulama in defining their Fatawa
for Zakat. According to the verse, Zakat can be spent for eight
purposes. List these below and then compare your answer to that of
Ayatullah Seestani’s Masa-il no 1933 in “Islamic Laws”

On what ten things is Zakat Wajib? Look at Masa-il no. 1861 for the
answer and write them below.
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 12

Fura® ad-Din in the Holy Qur'an
Khums (One-Fifth Tax)

Zakat is a form of charity or poor-rate and since it signifies the
purification of a man’s wealth from impurity, it is forbidden for the Holy
Prophet (S) or his descendants to receive any share from it. In the Holy
Qur'an, therefore, there is a specific provision made for the Holy Prophet
(S) and his descendants in the form of Khums. The first verse marking
the beginning of the tenth part (Sipara) reads:

Fadd BE D Se A8 A& 18I0 FHGE

And know, (O Believers) that whatever of a thing you acquire, a fifth is
for Allah,

' Pl ABB AEENADE OfDR Ofpdd OBE wbajIE
and for the Prophet, and for the (prophet’s) near relatives and the
orphans and z‘he needy and the wayfarer,

e O tiliergn Bk i Ade &6

if you believe in Allah and in that which We sent to Our servant
(Muhammad)

- Whuo O Ath B Ah
on the day of distinction, the day when the two armies met.
o §HR @ o O)a Bk
Verily, Allah has power over all things. (Anfal, 8:41)

Half the amount of Khums, which literally means a fifth, is devoted to the
Holy Prophet (S) and his family. In the verse, Allah mentions six
categories of recepients deserving Khums:

Allah

The Holy Prophet (S)

Near Relatives of the Holy Prophet (S)

Orphans

Needy

Wayfarer
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These six are then further categorised into only two main recepients of
Khums. The Holy Prophet (S) or his successor and the needy from his
descendants. We thus have Khums divided into two sections - Sehme
Imam and Sehme Sadat.

Sehme Imam (the part that goes to Imam) represents the half of Khums
that should go to Allah, the Holy Prophet (S) and his family. If the Imam
(A) were present then this would go straight to him, but in his absence,

this portion of Khums is remitted to his representative, the Marja“ of our
time.

Sehme Sadat, the portion belonging to the descendants of the Holy
Prophet (S) is given to the needy, the orphans and the wayfarers from
amongst the descendants of the Holy Prophet (S). This tax was a
provision for the descendants of the Holy Prophet (S) particularly since
charity (Sadaga) was made haraam for them.

Out of all the things on which Khums becomes compulsory (refer to your
Figh notes), the one thing that probably applies to most of us is the
Khums on our savings. We have to pay Khums on all surplus items after
the end of the year.

The Sunnis do not believe in Khums despite the fact that there is a very
clear verse in the Holy Quran and that there are numerous narrations
referring to Khums. This is because of political reasons where during the
time of the Umayyad and Abbaside dynasties, there were attempts to
discredit all members of the household of the Holy Prophet (S). One
attempt was to block the source of their financial security which the
Almighty had guaranteed. Hence, they abolished the payment of Khums
claiming that it was a tax that could only be paid to the Holy Prophet (S).
Since he was no longer alive, there was no need to pay the tax. As a
result, the Khums routine was slowly eradicated from the system of
majority of the Muslims on the grounds that the verse referring to it in
the Holy Qur'an was obsolete.

References

Guidance from Qur'an, Mulla Hussein A Rahim and Ali Mohamedjaffer
Sheriff.

The Holy Quran, S V Mir Ahmad °Al
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Exercise

1. The verse below is from al Hashr, verse 7. In the space below each
line, write the meaning.

O3 web Ap tahia O)a B Bddfa

' ghil 468 BEEAGR OfER OfFdd ORb vhajd B

. g Sl Al B8 Blh b B

« |HED B AdR A B EBBBO Bhaj AGD fa B

- ibeed feE Bp Eec BY MAB
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 13
Furd® ad-Din in the Holy Qur'an
Jihad

Jihad is the sixth branch of the Furt® ad-Din. It is just as important as
Salat and Sawm and Haj. However, because we live in an era when the
ruling Imam (A) is concealed, we hear very little of this aspect of Islam.

The Holy Qur'an is very specific on the significance of Jihad . In one
place, Allah says:

- GE0 AED Ml sbdked B ABE G ABERED A Ofie 4
e

Verily, Allah has purchased from the believers their souls and their
wealth (in exchange) for Jannah.

3 s « - 3 A“ , N [} A A 3 A X
- AbEEH B AbSHD B vhm 68 AR
(That) they will fight in the path of Allah and kill or be killed,

- Bigéd B vt B Bitel 02 1Y BH IR

a promise He shall surely keep, mentioned in the Tawrat, the Injil and
the Quran. (at Tawbah, 9:111)

The significance of Jihad can be understood in light of this verse. The
whole aim of doing good deeds on this earth is to accomplish the
ultimate goal of every believer - Jannah.In return Allah wishes us to
selflessly fight in His way without any hesitation whether we will die or
not.

Jihad are of two types: Jihad al Akbar and Jihad al Asghar. Jihad al
Akbar, the Major Jihad, is the one that every person undergoes in
fighting against his own whims and wishes that may conflict with the
command of Allah. This is an ongoing and continous struggle. The battle
between the self and the conscience is Jihad al Akbar.
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Jihad al Asghar, the lesser Jihad is again of two types - the Offensive
and the Defensive.

In an ideal Islamic Government which is ruled by the Holy Prophet (S) or
his representative, the Imam (A), Muslims can fight battles to conquer
land and expand the borders of the Islamic Government. This can only
be done under an order from the Infallible (Ma®sum) Imam (A) and is
termed as the offensive Jihad. This Jihad is not compulsory on all and a
lot of people can be exempted.

The Defensive Jihad, the more important one, is a battle in which
Muslims have to fight to protect their land, wealth or dignity. This kind of
Jihad can also be declared by Naib-e-Imam, the representative of the
Imam (A).

The important thing to understand about the concept of Jihad is that it
does not just mean war. In fact Jihad is any activity that involves
struggle and sacrifice in the way of Allah.The Holy Qur'an says:

N el A VO LA O i S o o S o
HaE A0 18 [dhih B (b Al AHEERD tAie
The (true) believers are the ones who believe in Allah and His
messenger, then never doubt again,

© Bp vhi 68 ABAGDE Abdlely BB B
and (they) strive (do Jihad) with their wealth and their lives in the way of
Allah.

o BHERH BB B8ED

They are the truthful ones. (al Hujurat, 49.:15)
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Exercise

Study the verse below from Suratu Tawbah (9:16). Write its translation
and briefly write down what you understand from it.

poi® BB AR B AGE MR iboje AD AGDY 4D
- (ilbE AHEORD OR [dhia 0B B Bed A \EBBIE A

o BEH Mhb g B9\ B
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 14
Fura® ad-Din in the Holy Qur'an
Amr Bil Ma°raf And Nahy °Anil Munkar.

The seventh and eigth branches of the Furu® ad-Din are based on
Islamic Principles that lead to a better society and improving the
conditions of a society. The literal translation of Amr bil Ma“ruf is to
“enjoin others to do good” and Nahy “anil Munkar is to “ask others to
refrain from doing bad”.

Perfection in Islam is first achieved by uplifting and protecting oneself
from evil. Once that is achieved, a believer moves onto the next stage of
faith in which he becomes a useful member of his society and
community. Hence, any corrupt elements should be struck off from the
roots and not be allowed to grow and form cancer in the society. The
method adopted in Islam to keep a society on its track is by enjoining
others to do right and forbidding them to do evil.

ANII‘éh says in the“H?I\y Qur’én:\ S )
D) 88 B EPvoL 1BER0 bk 08 ABRE, &B AliaD

(The believers are) those, if We establish them (let them rule)in the
earth, will establish prayers and pay the poor rate (Zakat),

« poHiD A8 1HEH B @bty 1D A
and en/\b//?. good and il’orb/al’l evil;
o Phéie GBR BE R

and unto Allah alone is the return of all affairs. (Haj, 22:41)

Another verse says:
And that there should be among you a group who call mankind unto
virtue
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-t bR Alsiizh @bt BB &
and enjoin what is good and forbid wrong;
o AHAGRD B BEEOR
and they are those who shall be successful. (Ali Imran 3:104)

Another verse:

Eftdp Abjch pilie Bty G0 B Ao

You are the best group that has been brought forth for mankind,; you
enjoin goodness

- B MR B i BG Al

and forbid evil, and you believe in Allah. (Ali Imran 3:110)

The importance of these two branches of religion is also emphasised in
many Ahadith. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that there will come a time
when people will forsake enjoining good and forbidding evil in order to
keep people pleased. Calamities will then befall the society and then,
when the same people pray to Allah, their prayers will not be heard.

When Allah decided to punish the people of Prophet Shu‘ayb (A), He
said he would punish all 100,000 of them out of which 40,000 were bad
and the rest good. Prophet Shu‘ayb (A) asked Him as to what the fault
of the good ones was. Allah replied, “They were happy when | was
being disobeyed and they did not express their anger when | was

angry.”

Thus, it is very important to keep the practice of Amr bil Ma“raf and
Nahy “anil Munkar alive within the society. The procedure is as follows:

When you see a wrong being done or a right not being done, then
either:

1) Express your objections using all the skills at hand.

2) Use force where applicable (as in the case of father-son relationship)
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3) Resent it in your heart and that is sign of weakness in faith, but the
least a person should be able to do.

Exercise

What would you do in the following circumstances?

1. You hear a non Muslim friend at school tell a lie.

2. Your younger brother will not pray his Fajr prayers.

3. You see an older person make a mistake in his Wudhu at the
mosque.
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 15

Fura® ad-Din in the Holy Qur'an
Tawalla

Tawalla is the ninth branch of the Furt® ad-Din. It is an “Arabic
derivative from the root Wa-La-Aa. The word has many meanings.
Some of them are friend, companion, benefactor, authority, Lord, etc.

Tawalla means that we should befriend and accept the authorities of
those appointed by Allah and the Holy Prophet (S). Allah says in the
Holy Qur’an:

P B Add A
Verily your guardian is Allah and His messenger (Muhammad)
i\, AbSHR Al (HG) AlBE
And those who believe and establish the prayer,

o ARy A8R H}D) AHBA R

And give charity (alms) while they are (in Ruku®) bowing down.
(al Maidah, 5:55)

When we say E4 188 1@ (Al is the Wali of Allah) in our Adhan, it is

based on this verse.

In this verse we are given the order of authorities to accept their
commands and instructions. It begins with Allah - His command
overrides that of all others, be they that of our parents, our elders, our
teachers, our doctors, etc. His command is represented on this earth by
the Holy Prophet (S). Thus, during the time of the Holy Prophet (S), his
command was final. Nobody can argue with what he ordains for it is
from Divinity and hence from Allah.

But in the absence of the Holy Prophet (S), the verse refers to believers
who establish prayers and give out to the needy during Ruku®. This
reference, accepted unanimously by scholars of all sects, is to Imam Al
(A).
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An incident has been recorded in history where a beggar came asking
from people in the mosque. Nobody gave him anything until the Imam
(A), who was busy reciting prayers, pointed to his finger whilst he was in
Ruku®, beckoning to the beggar to remove his ring and take it. This act
was so pleasant to Allah that He revealed it to the Holy Prophet (S)
immediately.

Hence, in the absence of the Holy Prophet (S), we, the believers in the
message of the Holy Prophet (S) were to accept the authority of Imam
‘Al (A) as this verse referred to him. That is why we, the Shi‘ites,
believe in him as the first and immediate successor to the Holy Prophet
(S). After, Imam “Ali (A), the Shiites believe in 11 other Imams (A) who
are all descendants of Imam “Ali (A) and appointed by the Holy Prophet
(S) in his life time as reported in various Ahadith both by the Sunnis and
the Shiites.

Despite such clarity in the Holy Qur'an, one may wonder why the
majority do not believe in the appointment of Imam °Ali (A) as the true
successor of the Holy Prophet (S). The incident of Ghadir in which the
Holy Prophet (S) declared to all Muslims present with him that Imam °Ali
(A) was his successor after him, has been reported by ALL Muslims.
The Holy Prophet (S) is reported to have said that:

“Whosoever accepts me as the Mawla, shall take Ali as the Mawla after

”

me.

Many Sunni scholars have interpreted the term Mawla as meaning
‘friend’ rather than “a person of authority”. However, the Holy Prophet
(S), to prevent any confusion, clearly asked all those around him:

‘Do | not have more authority over you than you have over yourselves?”

The °Arabic words he used here were “am | not Awla to you than you
are to yourselves?” Awla is yet another derivative of WA-LA-AA and
carries the same meaning of friendship and mastership. However, the
Holy Prophet (S) very skillfully avoided the use of Mawla which could be
misinterpreted as friend and instead used the verb that means authority
and not friendship.
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When the people replied, “truly, you do have more authority on us than
we have over ourselves!”, then the Holy Prophet (S) declared:

Hibg Té&0 ok Q88 Aa

Of whomever | am the Master, (this) °Ali is his Master.
Tawalla therefore means accepting the authority of :
1) Allah

Allah is our Master and ultimate benefactor. It is only He who let things
harm us or protect us from evil. It is He who either grants us or takes
away from us the various favours we may or may have been enjoying in
our lives. The believers, accept Allah as their Wali while the Kafirs do
not. The Holy Qur'an says:

' (b Al 68 B0
Allah is the guardian of those who believe.
c gkl O Ofid A AEEphB
He brings them out of darkness into light.
R BEED THiED AlRE
And those who disbelieve, the false gods are their guardians,
. Ofid Ok dtbl A8 sEfbR
who take them out of light into darkness;
o BB TER A8 dbi ETaexd 880
they are the inmates of the fire, they shall abide therein.
(al Bagarah, 2:257)

Wali is someone we accept as the authority, the master and hence we
take our commands from him. People tend to do things that could not
have been commands from Allah. Sometimes it could be contrary to
Allah’s pleasure and hence be the commands of Iblis. If we succumb
ourselves to Iblis’s commands, then we are actually accepting him as
our Wali.
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2) The Holy Prophet (S) and the Holy Imams (A)

Once again, they have been appointed as having authority over us like
Allah has over because they represent Allah on this earth. Hence if our
Imam (A) was to reappear today and ask us to do something that we do
not understand, we would still have to do it without asking questions.
They have the right to use us even to death just as Allah has the right to
do that. The Imam (A) would never do anything that would harm us (not
physically) just as Allah would never ask us to do something that would
harm us. It is this belief in submitting to their total authority that is called
Tawalla.

A man came to see the 6th Holy Imam (A) and claimed to be from
amongst the Shi‘as of Egypt. To test his true understanding of the word
Wali (as he claimed), the Imam (A) asked him to go and sit in a lit
furnace that was in the vicinity. The man started trembling and gave the
excuse of his family waiting for him. When the Imam (A) noticed his
hesitation, he called the man towards him and made him sit next to him.
After a little while, Hartun al Makki, a very close companion of the 6th
Holy Imam (A) arrived and after the formal greetings, the Imam (A)
beckoned to him and said, “Harun, could you please sit in that furnace?”
Without asking a question, Hariin headed for the furnace and
disappeared inside.

The Imam (A) turned to this man from Egypt and said, “These are the
type of people who love me.” (The Imam (A) used a word derived from
WA-LA-AA). Needless to say Harun remained quite unharmed.

3) Believers (Mu’'minin)

Tawalla also means to befriend those who are of the same faith and are
loved by Allah, His Prophet (S) and the Imams (A). Thus we highly
respect and love the loyal companions of the Holy Prophet (S) and the
Imams (A). We also make it a general rule to befriend and love those
who love the Ahlul Bayt (A). It is in keeping with this part of Tawalla that
we remember all the martyrs of Karbala for their sacrifices for Imam
Husain (A).
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Exercise

The Holy Qur'an has mentioned people who have other masters than
those prescribed by Allah. Study the verses below, write down their
translation and briefly explain what they mean after looking at the Tafsir.

1. (an Nisa 4:119)

B Bed A [id ARt BBIl A8 B

o N Hgped §Aa 8D

2. (al Furqan, 25:43)

{6 FEjE BBl A3 BEED

- Gl i b O
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CLASS 8 - LESSON 16
Fura® ad-Din in the Holy Qur'an
Tabarra

Tabarra means to disassociate oneself from, to wash one’s hands of. It
also means innocence (from guilt) of doing something.

In Islam, Tabarra is the tenth branch of Furt® ad-Din. Firstly, Allah wants
us to disassociate ourselves from Shaytan and anything or anybody that
represents Shaytan.

In the Holy Qur’an, one finds many references of this kind of Tabarra by
Prophets of all times. For example, on his way to Baytul Mugaddas,
Prophet Ibrahim (A) came across a group of people who worshipped the
stars. These people were called the Magi. He decided to guide them
towards Allah. To teach them the error of their ways, he used a very polite
way of approach. He introduced himself as a star-worshipper also and
then sat down at night to worship with them. The Holy Qur'an says:

© 5o\ n n A Lo " . . A s s s AN . 4
« @OEC Ol M6l B3 (dB s @ M
Then when he (lbrahim) saw the sun rise all brilliant, he said, “(Is) this
my Lord? (After all) this is the greatest.”

o BboppA e Bk OF By B3 &fd i
Then, when it set, he said, “O my people! | dissociate myself of what you
worship besides Allah. (al An‘am, 6.79)

Similarly, the people of Prophet Hud (A) rejected his message and
actually accused him of having been bewitched by their own gods! The
Holy Qur'an says:

© A EEd J s 8fie U bifh a8

We say nothing but this, that some of our gods have smitten you with
evil.

o' BbopEE NG Bk OB lbfecth B Seatd O Bia
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He (Hud) said, “Verily, I call Allah to witness, and you also bear witness
that | disassociate myself from what you worship besides Allah
(Had, 11:54)

The second application of Tabarra is in disassociating ourselves from
the enemies of Allah, the Holy Prophet (S) and the Holy Imams (A) from
his progeny.

Disassociating is not a feeling that takes place in the heart. Islam wants
of us to declare that disassociation and let the world know what our
stand is. That is why we do send curses on all the Zalims (perpetrators
of injustice) who hurt the Holy Prophet (S) and particularly his family
after his death. The sending of curses (La°nat) is our expression that we
are not part of what they did.

Allah says in the Holy Qur'an:
P B B AEgoR AR EE
Verily, those who annoy Allah and His messenger (Muhammad),
o lifH, B8 ABTedR Gade B bl 08 By ABiED

Allah has cursed them in this world and the hereafter, and has prepared
for them a painful punishment. (al Ahzab, 33.57)

Based on this verse, anybody who harms or tortures any member of the
family of the Holy Prophet (S) has in turn annoyed the Holy Prophet (S)
and therefore is cursed by Allah. Why, therefore, should we not curse
him? This would therefore include all the Umayyad and Abbaside rulers
who left no stone unturned in tormenting the progeny of the Holy
Prophet (S).

Exercise

Give an example of some enemies of Ahlul Bayt (A) that we
disassociate ourselves from.
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