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Class 6 - Lesson 1 
 

The Respect of the Holy Qur’án and the Akhláq of its Recitation 
 
The Holy Qur'án is a book containing the words of Alláh. It should be 
treated with the respect it deserves. This respect should also extend to 
any book, such as this manual, wherein there are verses of the Holy 
Qur’an. 
 
In this lesson we will learn how to respect the Holy Qur’an and how to 
recite it. 
 
1. The words of the Holy Qur'án should only be touched after doing 

Wudhu. Alláh says: 

o ¢ äÆæËåjéÈòñåÀô»A úÜêA "ÉínäÀäÍ úÜ 

None should touch it except the purified.(al-Wáqi`áh, 56:79) 
 
2. However, you may recite the words at any time, even without Wudhu. 

Allah says: 

 æÁøÈøIæÌåÄåU Ó}¼ä§ ìË AçeæÌå¨å³ ìË BçÀ{Îê³ äÉé}¼»A äÆæËåjó·æhäÍ äÅæÍêhú»òA 

Those who remember Allah (recite Qur’án), standing, sitting and 
reclining, 

X ø~æiæòÜA äË êP{Ì{Àìn»A øµô¼äa æÏê¯ äÆæËåjú¸ä°äNäÍ äË 

and think and wonder about the creation of the heavens and the earth… 
(Áli Imrán, 3:191) 

 
3. Always begin the recitation with Ta`awwudh. Alláh says: 

o øÁæÎêUìj»A øÆBòñæÎìr»A äÅê¿ êÉé}¼»BøI æhê¨äNæmBò¯ äÆ}Aæjå´ô»A äPôAäjä³ AägêBò¯  

When you recite the Qur’án, seek refuge in Alláh from Shai>án, the 
accursed (an-Na<l, 16:98) 

Ta`awwudh means to recite øÁæÎêUìj»A øÆBòñæÎìr»A äÅê¿ êÉé}¼»BøI ågæÌå§òA 

which means, “I seek refuge in Alláh from Shai>án the accursed. 
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4. After Ta`awwudh, recite øÁæÎêYìj»A øÅ{ÀæYìj»A êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI which means, 

“I begin in the name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful”. 
 
5. Even if you know the verses by heart, it is better to recite while 

looking at the words, as this increases the rewards many times. 
 
6. It is Sunnat to recite the Holy Qur'án with your head covered and 

while facing the Qiblah. 
 
7. The Holy Qur’an should be recited without rushing, in a clear manner. 

Alláh says: 

oõ ÝæÎêMæjäM äÆ}Aæjå´ô»A ø½éêMäi äË 

And recite the Qur’án in a regulated tone. (al-Muzzammil, 73:4) 
8. When the Qur’an is being recited, listen attentively and do not eat or 

talk. Allah says: 

o äÆæÌåÀäYæjåM æÁó¸ú¼ä¨ò» AæÌåNêvæÃòA äË "Éò» AæÌå¨êÀäNæmBò¯ åÆ}Aæjå´ô»A äÙøjä³ AägêAäË 

And when the Qur’án is recited, listen to it with (full) attention, so that 
you may be blessed with mercy. (al-A`ráf, 7:204) 

  
9. Do not leave the Holy Qur'án open and unattended or in a place 

where it may be disrespected. Recite from it regularly and do not 
leave it unread on the shelf. Allah says: 

o AçiæÌåVæÈä¿ äÆ}Ajå´ô»A Aäh{Ç AæËåhäbìMA Óê¿æÌä³ ìÆêA éêLäj{Í ó¾æÌåmìj»A ò¾Bä³äË 

And the Prophet (S) shall say, “O my Lord! Verily my people abandoned 
this Qur’án.” (al-Furqán, 25:30) 

 
10. Worn-out pages of the Holy Qur'án or paper with verses of the Holy 

Qur'án must not be thrown in the bin, Instead they should be recycled 
or buried. 

 
References 
 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
The Science of Reciting the Qur’án, M Surty, Pages 30-34 
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Exercise 
 
Choose the correct meaning of the `Arabic words below and learn them. 
They are all from the verses taught in this lesson. 
 

äÆæËåjó·æhäÍ 

a) those who remember        b) those who are remembered  
c) those who provide            d) those who forgot 
 

æÁøÈøIæÌåÄåU Ó}¼ä§ 

a) on their feet b) on their hands    c) at work    d) on their sides 
 

åÆ}Aæjå´ô»A äÙøjä³ AägêAäË 

a) when they see the Qur’án b) when they read the Qur’án 
c) when the Qur’án is recited d) when they take the Qur’án 
 

äÆæÌåÀäYæjåM æÁó¸ú¼ä¨ò» 

a) so that you may be taken to heaven 
b) so that you may be shown mercy 
c) so that you may be cursed 
d) so that you may be forgiven 
 

¾æÌåmìj»A ò¾Bä³äË 

a) and the Prophet (S) asked b) and the Prophet (S) was told 
c) and the Prophet (S) said d) and the Prophet (S) went 
 

øÁæÎêUìj»A 

a) the cursed one  b) the blessed one  c) the good one  d) the lost one 
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Class 6 - Lesson 2 
 

An Introduction to the Holy Qur’án 
Introduction 
 
Alláh sent 124000 prophets for the guidance of mankind. To some of 
these prophets, he gave a set of rules and instructions that the prophets 
left behind in the form of  books.  
 
The Divine Books were: 
 
Zabúr to Prophet Dáwúd (A),  
Tawrah to Prophet Músá (A),  
Injíl to Prophet `Ísa (A)  
Holy Qur’án to Prophet Mu<ammad (S) 
 
According to many traditions, the revelation of the Holy Qur’án began on 
the 23rd night of the month of Rama_án (Laylatul Qadr). They began 
when the Holy Prophet (S) was 40 years old and continued for the next 
23 years. 
 
The Holy Qur’án broadly contains: 
 
1. A<kám: These are verses about the Furú’-e-Dín from which the 

Mujtahidín prepare the various Fatáwa to do with @alát, @awm, \aj 
etc. 

 
2. Táríkh: These are the verses that narrate the history of people who 

lived before our Holy Prophet (S). 
 
3. `Aqá’id: These are verses that explain the Belief in the Unity of Alláh, 

the Holy Prophet (S) and the Day of Judgement. 
 
4. Akhláq: The verses that outline the moral behaviour that Muslims are 

required to observe. 
 
The Holy Qur’án therefore contains guidance that teaches a man about 
his duties to himself i.e. how to lead a successful life in this world and 
the hereafter. It also teaches him how to act with other people i.e. how to 
contribute as an individual towards the betterment of society. Finally it 
teaches him about his duty to his Creator i.e. how to worship Alláh. 
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Merits of Recital of the Holy Qur’án 
 
There are may Ahádith (sayings) of the Holy Prophet (S) and our Imáms 
(A) on the reward and blessing of reciting the Holy Qur’án. Only some 
are quoted here: 
 
The Holy Prophet (S) has said,  
 
1. “The most excellent amongst you is the one who learns the Qur’án 

and teaches it to others.” 
 
2. “The more Qur’án is recited in a home, the greater the good for it. The 

lives of the people in the house are made easier. When the angels 
view this house from the heavens they see it shining in the same way 
as stars seen from the earth.” 

 
3. “The heart gathers rust just like iron; remove this rust by reciting the 

Qur’án.” 
 
Imám `Alí (A) has said, 
 
4. “Whosoever recites 100 verses daily from the Book (Holy Qur’án) in 

the order it is in, Alláh writes for him the reward equal to all the good 
actions of every one on this earth.” 

 
Exercise 
 
The following Áyah is from Súrah Yunus. Find it and write its meaning 
below the `Arabic text. 
 

ø¡ænê´ô»BøI æÁåÈäÄæÎäI äÏêzå³ æÁåÈó»æÌåmäi äÕFäU AägêBò¯ X ö¾Ìåmìi ëÒì¿óA ø÷½ó¸ê»äË 

o äÆæÌåÀê¼ô¤äÍ òÜ ôÁåÇäË 
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Class 6 - Lesson 3 
 

Divisions in the Holy Qur’án 
 
The text of the Holy Qur'án has been divided in various ways. These 
are: 

1. Áyah pl. Áyát  (  PBÍA , ÒÍA ) 
In `Arabic, Áyah means sign, and in the Holy Qur’án, it means a verse. 
Thus, each and every verse of the Holy Qur'án is a sign of Alláh. There 
are various numbers given for the total áyát in the Holy Qur'án. Syed 
Akhtar Rizvi mentions 6236 in his book “Qur’an and Hadith”. 

2. Súrah pl. Suwar (   iÌm , ÑiÌm) 

In `Arabic, Súrah means an enclosure and in the Holy Qur'án, it means a 
chapter. There are 114 Suwar in the Holy Qur'án. The longest of them is 
al-Baqaráh with 286 Áyát, and the shortest is al-Kauthar with only 4 
Áyát. 

3. Manzil pl. Manázil (   ¾kBÄ¿ , ¾lÄ¿) 

In `Arabic, Manzil means a phase. The Holy Qur'án has been divided 
into seven Manázil, for convenience of recitation. So a person wishing to 
recite the entire Qur’án in one week may do so by reciting one Manzil a 
day. Each such position in the Holy Qur'án is marked by the word 
Manzil. 

4. Juz’ pl. Ajzá’(  ÕAlUA , ÕlU) 

The Muslims have divided the Holy Qur'án into 30 equal parts (Juz’ in 
`Arabic or Pára in Urdu). This division is just for convenience. So a 
person who wishes to recite the whole Qur’án in one month (as in the 
month of Rama_án) may do so by reciting one Juz’ every day. In the 
Holy Qur'án, the beginning of the Juz` is usually marked by a blacked 
line. 

5.  Rub`, Ni#f, Thaláthah (  ÒQÝQA , ±vÃ , ©Ii) 

Each Juz’ is divided into quarters, again for the convenience of recitation 
into Rub` (quarter), Ni#f (half) and Thaláthah (three-quarter, shortened to 
three). 
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6. Rukú`, pl. Rukú`át (  PB§Ì·i , ªÌ·i ) 

These are like paragraphs or sections, containing 7-12 Áyát. For 
example, al-Fáti<ah (1st Súrah) has 7 Áyát, grouped in one Rukú`, while 
al-Baqaráh (2nd Súrah) has 286 Áyát, grouped into 40 Rukú`át. The 

place of Rukú` is denoted by the letter ª. The letter has three numbers, 

one at the top, one in its middle and one below it. 
 
The number at the top signifies the number that this Rukú` is in the 
Súrah. 
The number in the middle signifies the number of Áyát between the last 
Rukú` and the present one. 
The number at the bottom signifies the number that this Rukú` is in the 
Juz’. 
 
So, in the example below from Súrah al-Baqaráh, 
 

 
 

This is the 23rd Rukú` in the Súrah, there are 6 Áyát between Rukú` 
number 22 and 23, and this is the 7th Rukú` in this Juz’. 
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Exercise 
 
Look at the picture below taken from the Holy Qur'án. 
 
 

 
 

 
1.  Which Súrah is this?  
2.  How many Áyát has it got? 
3.  How many Rukú`át has it got? 
4.  There are two other numbers mentioned in the heading. Find out 

what they mean. 
5.  Can you tell whether the Súrah was revealed in Makka or Madina? 
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Class 6 - Lesson 4 
 

Short Súrahs from the Holy Qur’án 
 
Súrah al-Kauthar 
 
Introduction 
 
This Súrah was revealed in Makka. It has four verses. It is Súrah 
number 108, and the shortest Súrah in the Holy Qur’án.  
 
When the Muslims asked the Holy Prophet (S) what the word Kauthar 
meant, he said it was the name of a stream of great excellence in 
heaven. From this stream, the righteous believers will drink. Thereafter 
the Holy Prophet (S) turned to Imám `Alí (A) and said, “You will be the 
one who distributes the water of Kauthar” 
 
Text and Translation 

o øÁ@æÎêYìj»A øÅ{ÀæYìj»A êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI  

In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

o ¢ äjäQæÌò¸ô»A ò¹{ÄæÎòñæ§òA F@ìÃêA 

Verily (O Mu<ammad) We have given you The Kauthar (Abundance) 

o ¢ æjäZæÃAäË ò¹éøIäjê» ÷ø½ävò¯ 

So pray unto your Lord, and offer sacrifice 

o ª åjäNæIæòÜA äÌåÇ ò¹ä×êÃBäq ìÆêA 

Verily your enemy shall be the one cut off (in his progeny) 
 
Tafsír 
 
Áyah 1. “Kauthar” also means abundance and refers to the abundant 
good given to the Holy Prophet (S) in this world and the hereafter.  
 
Áyah 2. Although addressed to the Holy Prophet (S), the instruction is 
for everyone who has been abundantly blessed by Alláh.  
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The one who wishes to get closer to Alláh should do so by prayer and 
sacrifice. Sacrifice here would mean to sacrifice your time, money and 
even your life in the way of Alláh. 
 
Áyah 3. The male sons of the Holy Prophet (S) all died in their infancy. 
When his son ^á<ir died, some of the Quraish began to taunt him, 
calling him “Abtar”,  a word for an animal whose tail has been cut off. 
They meant that the Holy Prophet (S) would have no descendants. 
 
In this verse Alláh promises him that it would be his enemies and not he, 
who would be “Abtar”. We can see the truth of that promise today; there 
are thousands of descendants of the Holy Prophet (S) today - we call 
them Sayyids. On the other hand, no descendant of the early enemies of 
Islám can be found. 
 
Merits of Reciting Súrah al-Kauthar 
 
1. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that Alláh will let everyone who recites 

this Súrah drink from the rivers of Paradise and will give him of the 
rewards the equivalent to the number of all sacrifices offered by the 
servants of Allah on the Day of Sacrifice (`Íd al-Adha) or any other 
sacrifice intended to seek His Pleasure.  

 
2. Imam Ja`far a#-@ádiq (A) has said that one who recites this Súrah in 

his Wájib and Sunnat prayers will be allowed to drink at the Pool of 
Kauthar, where he will meet and converse with the Holy Prophet (S). 

 
 References 
 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy,  Yasin T. al Jibouri 
 
Exercise 
 
1. Memorise the Súrah and its meaning. 
2. Why do you think that the first verse also refers to Bibi Fatimah (A)? 
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Class 6 - Lesson 5 
 

Science in the Holy Qur’án - Astronomy  
 
The Holy Qur’án has over forty verses dealing with stars, planets, the 
sun and the moon. They are many different aspects of astronomy 
covered, we will choose a few. 
 
The Holy Qur’án says: 
 

¢ BçÃBäJænåY äjäÀä´ô»AäË äoæÀìr»AìË BçÄò¸äm ò½æÎú»A ò½ä¨äUäË 

(Alláh) appointed the night for rest and the sun and moon for reckoning 
(time). (al-An`ám, 6:97) 

 
This verse explains how the sun and the moon are used to reckon the 
time and the number of days, months and years . 
 
Another verse says: 
 

AçiæÌåÃ äjäÀä´ô»AìË çÕFäÎêy äoæÀìr»A ò½ä¨äU æÔêhú»A äÌåÇ 

Alláh is the One Who made the sun a torch and the moon a light  

äÅæÎêÄéên»A äeäfä§ AæÌåÀò¼æ¨äNê» ò¾økBäÄä¿ "Êäiìfä³ ìË  

and planned for them stations so that you may know the number of 
years… (Yunus, 10:5) 
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It is known that the sun is a star that gives out intense heat and light, 
while the moon does not give out a light by itself, it just reflects the light 
of the sun. In this verse the difference between the blazing light of the 
sun and the cool reflecting light of the moon is stressed.  
 
References 
 
Bible, Qur’án and Science, M Bucaille, Pages 135 - 140 
 
Exercise 
 
In the space below write down the translation of Áyah 36 of Súrah 
YáSín, and then draw the different appearances of the moon during a 
month. 
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Class 6 - Lesson 6 
 

Du`á from the Holy Qur’án 
 
Du`á means a prayer to Alláh. It is different from @alát, because in Du`á, you can say 
the prayer in any language, at any time and in any manner you like. 
 
Although Alláh is aware of all our needs, He still likes us to ask from Him. He has 
instructed us to do Du`á in the Holy Qur'án:  

 ¢ æÁó¸ò» æKêVäNæmòA æÓêÄæÌå§æeA åÁó¸íIäi ò¾Bä³äË 

Your Lord says: “Call (do Du`á) to Me, I will answer you. 

æÓêMäeBäJê§ æÅä§ äÆæËåjøJô¸äNænäÍ äÅæÍêhú»A ìÆêA 

Verily, those who are too proud to worship Me, 

o ª äÅæÍøjêa{e äÁìÄäÈäU äÆæÌó¼åaæfäÎäm 

shall soon enter hell, disgraced. (al-Mu’min, 40:60) 
 
We see from this verse that Alláh not only invites us to do Du`á, He 
promises that He will answer our prayer. He also says that Du`á is a 
form of worship. 
 
The importance of Du`á is seen in @alát, where there is a special 
opportunity to do Du`á. This is in Qunút. In this lesson, we will learn the 
meanings of some Du`á that are found in the Holy Qur'án. 
Du`á 1 

BäÄäNæÍäfäÇ ægêA äfæ¨äI BäÄäIæÌó¼å³ æ®ølåM òÜ BäÄìIäi 

Our Lord! Do not let our hearts go astray after You have guided us, 

X çÒäÀæYäi ò¹æÃåfú» æÅê¿ BäÄò» æKäÇäË 

and grant us mercy from You, 

o åLBìÇäÌô»A äOæÃòA ò¹ìÃêA 

for verily You, and You (alone) are the Bestower (Giver) (Áli-Imrán 3:8) 
 
In this Du`á we learn that even after we have accepted Islám, it is only 
by Alláh’s mercy that we can remain firm believers.



Holy Qur’án                      AlMahdi Madrasah 
 

Notes Adapted from Shia Ithna-asheri Madressa of London 
Page 6.15 

This Du`á should always be recited in Qunút to ask for Alláh’s help in 
keeping your faith strong, so that you never turn away from Islám. 
 
Du`á 2 

BäÃøjæ¿òA æÓê¯ BäÄò¯AäjæmêA äË BäÄäIæÌåÃåg BäÄò»æjê°æ«A BäÄìIäi 

Our Lord! Forgive us our sins and our excesses in our affairs, 

o äÅæÍøjê°}¸ô»A øÂæÌä´ô»A Óò¼ä§ BäÃæjåvæÃAäË BäÄä¿Aäfæ³òA æOéøJäQ äË 

and steady our feet and help us against the disbelieving people.  
(Áli-Imrán, 3:147) 

 
“Excesses in our affairs” means the times when we have overstepped 
the boundaries set by Alláh and defied His commands. We seek 
forgiveness for this and also ask Him to “steady our feet”, which means 
make us able to defend our beliefs against the non Muslims. 
 
This is an excellent Du`á for Qunút and reminds us daily of our mistakes 
and to ask for forgiveness for them. 
 
Du`á 3 

o åjæÎêväÀô»A ò¹æÎò»êA äË BäÄæJäÃòA ò¹æÎò»êA äË BäÄô¼ú·äÌäM ò¹æÎò¼ä§ BäÄìIäi 

Our Lord! We put our trust in You, and we turn to you repentant (sorry) 
and to You is our final return (al-Mumta<inah, 60:4) 

 
We learn in this verse that in every affair, we should place our trust in 
Alláh. Whether things are going right for us or not, we should trust His 
judgement about what is good for us.  
 
We also remind ourselves that after we die we will have to stand in front 
of Alláh to tell him about all our actions, so we ask for forgiveness for the 
bad things we have done. 
 
This was the Du`á of Prophet Ibráhím (A) and it is one that we should 
always recite. 
 
References 
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Qunoot, Peermohamed Ebrahim Trust 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali  
 
Exercise 
 
1. Memorise all the Du`ás and start to recite them in your @alát. 
2. Choose the correct meaning of the `Arabic words below and learn 

them. They are all from the verses taught in this lesson. 
 

BäÄô¼ú·äÌäM 

a) our trust     b) our return     c) our sins     d) our prayer 

æKêVäNæmòA 

a) I will forgive   b) I will give   c) I will ask   d) I will reply 

BäÄä¿Aäfæ³òA 

a) our hearts     b) our feet     c) our lives     d) our sins 

åÁó¸íIäi 

a) your Lord   b) your friend   c) your prayer   d) your answer 

BäÄäNæÍäfäÇ 

a) You gave us  b) You told us  c) You asked us  d) You guided us 

BäÄò»æjê°æ«A 

a) guide us       b) tell us       c) bless us       d) forgive us 

¹æÎò»êA 

a) to me   b) to us   c) to you   d) to him 

øÂæÌä´ô»A 

a) the friends  b) the people  c) the enemies  d) the helpers
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Class 6 - Lesson 7 
 

Short Súrahs from the Holy Qur’án 
 
Súrah al-Fíl 
 
Introduction 
 
This Súrah was revealed in Makka. It has five verses. It is Súrah number 
105 in the Holy Qur’án. 

 
 “Al-Fíl” means “The Elephant”. The name of the Súrah comes from the 
mention of the army of elephants mentioned in the first verse. 

 
In 570 AD, the year of the birth of our Holy Prophet (S), a Christian 
governor by the name of Abraha marched to Makka to destroy the Holy 
Ka`ba. By destroying the Holy Ka`ba, Abraha wanted people to come 
instead to worship at a huge church he had built at San’á in Yemen. 
Abraha’s  army also had elephants, which were a rare sight in `Arabia. 
History calls this army “As<ábul Fíl” or “The People of the Elephant”. 
 
When he reached Makka, he captured some camels belonging to the 
chief of Makka, `Abdul Mu>>alib, the grandfather of the Holy Prophet (S). 
When `Abdul Mu>>alib went to see him, Abraha thought he would ask 
him to spare the Holy Ka`ba. Instead, `Abdul Mu>>alib asked for the 
camels to be returned. 
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Abraha laughed and said, “What! I have come to destroy your place of 
worship, and you are speaking of your camels!” `Abdul Mu>>alib gave a 
famous reply, “I am the owner of the camels, so I have come for them. 
The Ka`ba too has an Owner, Who will look after it”  
 
This statement showed that the ancestors of the Holy Prophet (S) were 
also firm in their faith in Alláh. 
 
Abraha ignored this warning and tried to invade the Holy Ka`ba with his 
elephants. The Súrah recounts what happened to the army. 
 
Text and Translation 

o øÁ@æÎêYìj»A øÅ{ÀæYìj»A êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI  

In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

o ¢ ø½æÎê°ô»A øLBäZæuòBøI ò¹íIäi ò½ä¨ò¯ ä±æÎò· äjäM æÁò»òA 

Have you not seen how your Lord dealt with the fellows of the Elephant? 

o Ü ù½æÎê¼æzäM æÓê¯ æÁåÇäfæÎò· ô½ä¨æVäÍ æÁò»òA 

Did He not cause their plan to fail? 

o Ü ò½æÎøIBäøIòA AçjæÎò� æÁøÈæÎò¼ä§ ò½ämæiòA ìË 

He sent down upon them flocks of birds, 

o Üx ù½æÎéøVêm æÅéê¿ ëÑäiBäVêZøI æÁøÈæÎê¿æjäM 

Pelting them with stones of baked clay, 

o ª ù¾æÌó·ôBì¿ ë±ævä¨ò· æÁåÈò¼ä¨äVò¯ 

And leaving them like straw, eaten up (by cattle). 
 
Tafsír 
 
Áyah 1. The proud army was crushed by small birds carrying little stones 
in their beaks and claws. Each stone fell on target, killing men and 
animals instantly. Alláh shows how the power displayed by Abraha was 
defeated by the smallest of His creatures. 
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Áyah 2. The verse refers to the great confusion caused in the army of 
Abraha by the arrival of the birds. Many fell dead, and the survivors, 
including Abraha, began to run away. 
Áyah 3,4. The birds were tiny, yet their effect was great, because they 
had the help of Alláh. 
 
Áyah 5. The appearance of the remains of the army after the birds had 
gone, was like straw that has been chewed by cows, broken and 
useless. 
 
Merits of Reciting Súrah al-Fíl 
 
1. Imám Ja`far a#-@ádiq (A) said that one who recites this Súrah in his 
Wájib prayers will receive good testimony on his behalf from the earth on 
which he used to say the prayers, and he will enter Paradise without 
reckoning. Some commentators have said that such extra-ordinary 
rewards will not be granted to just anybody but only to the sincere ones, 
those who are seek knowledge and who act upon their knowledge.  
 
2. Imam Ja`far a#-@ádiq (A) has written in his own handwriting: “When 
you face your foe, you ought to look at him and recite Súrah al-Fíl”. 
 
References 
 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy,  Yasin T. al Jibouri 
Islamic Laws, Ayatulláh `Alí as-Sístáni, Rules 987. 
 
Exercise 
 
1. Memorise the Súrah and its meaning. 
2. Ayatulláh Sístáni has mentioned an important rule about this Súrah in 

his book “Islamic Laws”. Look up rule no. 987, and write it below. 
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Class 6 - Lesson 8 
 

Short Súrahs from the Holy Qur’án 
 
Súrah al-Quraish 
 
Introduction 
 
This Súrah was revealed in Makka. It has four verses. It is Súrah 
number 106 in the Holy Qur’án. The name of the Súrah is from the 
mention in the first verse, of the favours of Alláh to this tribe. 
 
The Súrah is a continuation of the previous Súrah, al-Fíl. Many scholars 
consider the two Súrahs as one, and Ayatulláh Sístáni has stated that if 
one recites al-Fíl as the second Súrah, then one must also recite al-
Quraish. 
 
Text and Translation 

o øÁ@æÎêYìj»A øÅ{ÀæYìj»A êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI  

In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent, the Merciful 

o Ü ùsæÍäjå³ ê±}¼æÍêÜ 

For the union (security) of the Quraish 

o X ê±æÎìv»A äË êÕFäNéêr»A äÒò¼æYøi æÁøÈê°}»!A 

Their union during their journey in the winter and the summer; 

o Ü êOæÎäJô»A Aäh{Ç ìLäi AæËåfåJæ¨äÎô¼ò¯ 

So let them worship the Lord of this House, 

o ª ë²æÌäa æÅéê¿ æÁåÈäÄä¿}AìË Ü ùªæÌåU æÅéê¿ æÁåÈäÀä¨ô�òA æÔêhú»A 

 (He) Who fed them against hunger, and secured them against fear. 
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Tafsír 
 
Áyah 1. The Quraish were the chief tribe in Makka. They were 
descendants of Prophet Ismá`íl (A). The Holy Prophet (S) belonged to 
this tribe. They were known throughout `Arabia because the Holy Ka`ba 
was in their city and they were its guardians. 
 
Áyah 2. In the summer the Quraish would go for trade to Syria and in the 
winter, to Yemen. Despite the dangers from robbers on the journey, the 
Quraish enjoyed safety and respect because of their position as the 
custodians of the Holy Ka`ba. 

  
Áyah 3. Since the Holy Ka`ba was the reason for their protection, Alláh 
invited them to worship the Lord of the House. The Quraish monopolised 
the trade throughout the north and south of `Arabia because of the 
importance of the Ka`ba. The thought of losing this political advantage 
made them oppose the message of Islám instead of embracing it. 
 
Áyah 4. Alláh reminded the Quraish that despite the harsh land, they do 
not go hungry and despite the lawlessness, they were protected. For 
these blessings from Alláh, they should be grateful. 
 
Merits of Reciting Súrah al-Quraish 
  
1. This Súrah has all the merits of its sister Súrah, al-Fíl. 
2. The Holy Prophet (S) has said that whoever recites it will be granted 

ten good deeds for each and everyone who circled the Holy Ka'ba 
(made Tawáf) and took to seclusion (I`tikáf) therein.  

References 
Holy Qur’án, Tafsír of S V Mir Ahmed Ali 
Ramadhan, Ahkam and Philosophy,  Yasin T. al Jibouri 
Exercise: 
Memorise the Súrah and its meaning. 
What must you do also if you want to recite this Súrah in your @alát?
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Class 6 - Lesson 9 
 

Special Verses in the Holy Qur’án (1) 
 
Áyatul Kursiyy (2 : 255-257) 
 
Introduction 
 
The verses 255, 256 and 257 of Súratul Baqarah are collectively known 
as Áyatul Kursiyy. The three verses have great merit and blessing and it 
is highly recommended to memorise them and recite them often. They 
are also referred as the verses of protection, as they protect the reciter 
from all harm. 
 
Text and translation 

X åÂæÌíÎä´ô»A íÏäZô»òA X äÌåÇ úÜêA äÉ}»êA à åÉé}¼»òA 

Alláh! There is no god save He, the ever-living, the self-subsisting (by 
whom all subsist).  

¢ èÂæÌäÃ òÜìË èÒäÄêm "ÊåhåaôBäM òÜ  

Slumber does not seize Him, nor does sleep;  
¢ ø~æiòÜA Óê¯ Bä¿äË êP{Ì{Àìn»A Óê¯ Bä¿ "Éò»  

to Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and whatever is in the earth.  
¢ !ÉêÃægêBøI úÜêA "ÊäfæÄê§ å©ä°æräÍ æÔêhú»A Aäg æÅä¿  

Who is he that can intercede with Him, except by His permission? 

 X æÁåÈä°ô¼äa Bä¿äË æÁøÈæÍêfæÍòA äÅæÎäI Bä¿ åÁò¼æ¨äÍ  

He knows what is before them and what is behind them,  
X äÕFäq BäÀøI úÜêA !ÉêÀô¼ê§ æÅêé¿ ëÕæÏärøI äÆæÌóñæÎêZåÍ òÜäË 

while they cannot comprehend anything out of His knowledge save that 
which He wills.  

X ä~æiòÜA äË êP{Ì{Àìn»A åÉíÎêmæjó· ä©êmäË  



Holy Qur’án                      AlMahdi Madrasah 
 

Notes Adapted from Shia Ithna-asheri Madressa of London 
Page 6.23 

His throne (knowledge) extends over the heavens and the earth  
 

o åÁæÎê¤ä¨ô»A íÏê¼ä¨ô»A äÌåÇäË X BäÀåÈó¤æ°êY "ÊåeæÌå×äÍ òÜäË 

and the preservation of them does not tire Him; and He is the most high, 
the great. 

±³ Ü øÅæÍ÷êf»A Óê¯ äÊAäjô·êA à 

There is no compulsion in religion.  
X ø÷Óä¬»A äÅê¿ åfæqíj»A äÅìÎäJìM æfä³   

Indeed truth has been made distinct from error,  

êÉé}¼»BøI æÅê¿æÛåÍ äË êPæÌå«Búñ»BøI æjå°ô¸ìÍ æÅäÀò¯ 

therefore he who disbelieves in false gods and believes in Allah,  
¶ Ó{´æQåÌô»A êÑäËæjå¨ô»BøI ò¹änæÀäNæmA êfä´ò¯ 

indeed, has taken hold of the strongest handhold  

o èÁæÎê¼ä§ è©æÎêÀäm åÉé}¼»AäË ¢ BäÈò» äÂBävê°æÃAòÜ 

which will not break off; and Allah is hearing, knowing. 
Ü AæÌåÄä¿}A äÅæÍêhú»A éóÓê»äË åÉé}¼»òA 

Allah is the guardian of those who believe.  
¢ øiæÌíÄ»A Óò»êA êO{Àó¼û¤»A äÅêé¿ æÁåÈåUøjæbåÍ 

He brings them out of darkness into light.  
Ü åPæÌå«Búñ»A åÁåÈå×{Îê»æËòA EæËåjä°ò· äÅæÍêhú»AäË 

And those who disbelieve, the false gods are their guardians, 
¢ êO{Àó¼û¤»A Óò»êA øiæÌíÄ»A äÅêé¿ æÁåÈäÃæÌåUøjæbåÍ 

who take them out of light into darkness;  
 o ª äÆæËåfê¼{a BäÈæÎê¯ æÁåÇ X øiBìÄ»A åK{ZæuòA ò¹ê×}»ËóA 

they are the inmates of the fire, they shall abide therein. 
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Simple Tafsír 
 
Áyah 255: In this one verse is contained all we can ever know about 
Alláh. There is no god but He. He is never inattentive to the needs of His 
creation. On the Day of Judgement, there will be no intercession for 
anyone except with Alláh’s permission.  
 
“Kursiyy” means “chair”, but here it refers to the knowledge and authority 
of Alláh. 
 
Áyah 256: There is no compulsion in religion means that you cannot 
force anyone to accept Islám. A Muslim was forcing his slave to become 
Muslim when this verse was revealed. It does not mean that we do not 
have to follow the rules of Shar`ia once we become Muslims (as some 
people think.)  
 
According to Imám Mu<ammad al Báqir (A), the strong rope “al ‘Urwatul 
Wuthqá” refers to following the guidance of the Holy Imáms (A). 
 
Áyah 257: In this verse, “Wali” means that Alláh is close to the believers 
while the disbelievers are under the influence of the “^ághút” or 
Shaytán. While Alláh brings people out of the darkness of ignorance into 
the light of knowledge, Shaytán takes his followers into the darkness of 
disbelief. 
 
Merits of Reciting Áyátul Kursiyy 
 
1.  The verses should be recited after every Wájib prayer. There is great 

blessing in this including an increase in sustenance and livelihood. 
The Holy Prophet (S) has said, “O `Alí! Whoever recites Áyatul 
Kursiyy after the obligatory prayers will be protected by Alláh against 
all troubles, and remain under His protection and peace till the next 
prayer time.” 

 
2.  Imám `Alí (A) has said that he who recites it before going to sleep 

ensures his protection as well as that of his neighbours. The Holy 
Prophet (S) has said, “I am alone in having been favoured with Áyatul 
Kursiyy by Alláh. This favour has not been granted to any other 
Prophet.” 
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3.  Imám Ja`far a# @ádiq (A) has said that before you go on a journey, 
recite Áyatul Kursiyy and give something in charity. This will secure 
your life and property during the journey. 

 
References 
 
1.  The Holy Qur’án, S V Mír A<mad `Alí 
2.  IRE, Nairobi Syllabus. 
 
Exercise 
 
1.  Memorise the verses of Áyatul Kursiyy 
2.  In which Sunnat @alát is Áyatul Kursiyy recited in the first Raka`at? 
3.  Which Súrah is recited in the second Raka`at of this prayer and how 

many times? 
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Class 6 - Lesson 10 
 

Special Verses in the Holy Qur’án (2) 
Áyatush Shahádah (3 : 18,19) 

Ü äÌåÇ úÜêA äÉ}»êA òòà "ÉìÃòA åÉé}¼»A äføÈäq 

Allah (himself) bears witness that there is no god but He,  

¢ ê¡ænê´ô»BøI BçÀêÖFä³ øÁô¼ê¨ô»A AÌó»ËóAäË åÒò¸ê×}¼äÀô»AäË 

and (so do) the angels and those who have knowledge, standing firm for justice. 

o ¢ åÁæÎê¸ä‡A ålæÍølä¨ô»A äÌåÇ úÜêA äÉ}»êA òòà 

(There is) no god but He, the Mighty, the Wise.  

±³ åÂòÝæmêôÜA êÉé}¼»A äfæÄê§ äÅæÍéêf»A ìÆêA 

Verily the religion of Allah is Islam. 

äK{Nê¸ô»A AÌåMæËóA äÅæÍêhú»A ä±ò¼äNæaA Bä¿äË 

Those to whom the book had been given did not differ  
¢ æÁåÈäÄæÎäI BçÎæ¬äI åÁô¼ê¨ô»A åÁåÇäÕFäUBä¿ êfæ¨äI æÅê¿ úÜêA 

until after the knowledge (of the truth) had come to them; out of envy amongst 
themselves; 

o øLBänêZô»A å©æÍøjäm äÉé}¼»A ìÆêBò¯ êÉé}¼»A êO{Í}BøI æjå°ô¸ìÍ æÅä¿äË  

and whosoever disbelieves in the signs of Alláh, then Alláh is quick in taking account. 
 
The Last Two Verses of Súratul Baqarah, (2:285,286) 

¢ äÆæÌåÄê¿æÛåÀô»AäË !ÉéøIìi æÅê¿ êÉæÎò»êA ò¾ølæÃóA FäÀøI ó¾æÌåmìj»A äÅä¿}A 

The Prophet believes in what has come down to him from his Lord, and (so do) the 
believers.  

±³ !Éê¼åmåiäË !ÉøJåNó·äË !ÉêNò¸ê×}¼ä¿äË êÉé}¼»BøI äÅä¿}A ý½ó· 

All believe in Allah and in His angels and in His books and in His Messengers.
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±³ !Éê¼åmíi æÅéê¿ ëfäYòA äÅæÎäI å¶éøjä°åÃ òÜ 

(They say,) “We make no difference between His Messengers.”  
¶ Ü BäÄæ¨ò�òAäË BäÄæ¨êÀäm AæÌó»Bä³äË 

And they say, “We have heard and we have obeyed 

o åjæÎêväÀô»A ò¹æÎò»êAäË BäÄìIäi òºBäÃAäjæ°å«   

(and we beg) Your forgiveness. O our Lord, and we come towards You.”  
¢ BäÈä¨æmåË úÜêA Bçnæ°äÃ åÉé}¼»A å±ê÷¼ò¸åÍòÜ 

Allah does not impose on any soul beyond its ability. 
¢ æOäJänäNô·ABä¿ BäÈæÎò¼ä§äË æOäJänò· Bä¿ BäÈò» 

(The good) that he has acquired shall be for it, and (the evil) that he has 
done (shall be) against it.  

X BäÃôBòñæaòA æËòA FòÄæÎênìÃ æÆêA FäÃæhêaAäÛåM òÜ BäÄìIäi 

O our Lord, do not hold us responsible if we forget or make a mistake. 
X BäÄê¼æJä³ æÅê¿ äÅæÍêhú»A Óò¼ä§ "ÉäNô¼äÀäY BäÀò· AçjæuêA FäÄæÎò¼ä§ ô½êÀæZäM òÜäË BäÄì

Iäi 

O our lord, do not lay on us a burden as You laid on those before us. 
X !ÉøI BäÄò» äÒä³Bò� òÜ Bä¿ BäÄô¼êéÀäZåM òÜäË BäÄìIäi  

O our Lord, do not lay on us (a burden) which we do not have the 
strength to bear. 

O°MË BäÄæÀäYæiAäË O°MË BäÄò»æjê°æ«AäË O°MË BìÄä§ å±æ§AäË 

Pardon us; and forgive us; and have mercy on us. 

o ª äÅæÍøjê°}¸ô»A øÂæÌä´ô»A Óò¼ä§ BäÃæjåvæÃBò¯ BäÄ}»æÌä¿ äOæÃòA 

You are our Lord, so help us against the people who are unbelievers. 
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Exercise 
 
Choose the correct meaning of the `Arabic words below and learn them. 
They are all from the verses taught in this lesson. 

äÌåÇ úÜêA äÉ}»êA òòà 

a)  there is no god but He  b) there is no god  
b)  do not worship anybody else d) there is no god but Alláh 

òK{Nê¸ô»A AÌåMæËóA äÅæÍêhú»òA 

a) people who read the book     b) the people who took the book 
c)  people who saw the book     d) people who were given the book 

ó¾æÌåmìj»A äÅä¿}A 

a) the Prophet listens  b) the Prophet believes  
c)  the Prophet hears  d) the Prophet understands 

BäÄæ¨êÀäm AæÌó»Bä³äË 

a)  they said, “we obeyed” b) they said, “we saw” 
c)  they said, “we know” d) they said, “we heard” 

BäÄæÀäYæiAäË 

a)  and forgive us    b) and pardon us 
c)  and hear us   d) and have mercy on us 

æOäJänò· Bä¿ BäÈò» 

a)  what he has earned shall not be for it 
b)  what he has seen shall be for it 
c)  what he has earned shall be for it 
d)  what he has done wrong will be against it. 

BäÃôBòñæaòA æËòA FòÄæÎênìÃ æÆêA 

a)  if we forget or disobey 
b)  if we forget or lie 
c)  if we forget or do evil 
d)  if we forget or make a mistake 
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Class 6 - Lesson 11 
 

Special Verses in the Holy Qur’án (3) 
 
 
Áyatul Mulk (3 : 26,27) 
 
Introduction 
 
This is a prayer that speaks about the absolute power of Alláh. The Holy 
Prophet (S) and our Imáms (A) have encouraged the constant recital of 
this prayer so that the faith in Alláh enters the heart. It is an excellent 
Du`á for the granting of prayers, as it is reported to contain “Isme Ázam”, 
the greatest name of Alláh. 
 
Text and Translation 
 

 åÕFäräM æÅä¿ ò¹ô¼åÀô»A ÓêMæÛåM ê¹ô¼åÀô»A ä¹ê¼{¿ ìÁåÈé}¼»òA 

O Alláh, Master of the kingdom! You give the kingdom to whom You like,  
k åÕFäräM æÅìÀê¿ ò¹ô¼åÀô»A åªølæÄäMäË 

and You take away the kingdom from whom You like.  
¢ åÕFäräM æÅä¿ û¾êhåM äË åÕFäräM æÅä¿ ílê¨åM äË 

You exalt whom You like and abase whom You like;  

o èjæÍêfä³ ëÕæÓäq ÷ø½ó· Ó}¼ä§ ò¹ìÃêA ¢ åjæÎäbô»A òºêfäÎøI 

in Your hand is the good; verily, You have power over all things. 
k ø½æÎú»A Óê¯ äiBäÈìÄ»A åWê»æÌåM äË øiBäÈìÄ»A Óê¯ ò½æÎú»A åWê»æÌåM 

You cause the night to pass into the day, and You cause the day to pass 
into the night;  

k øéÓäZô»A äÅê¿ äOøéÎäÀô»A åXøjæbåM äË êOøéÎäÀô»A äÅê¿ ìÓäZô»A åXøjæbåM äË 

You bring forth the living from the dead, and You bring forth the dead 
from the living,  
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o ùLBänêY øjæÎä¬äI åÕFäräM æÅä¿ å¶åkæjäM äË 

and You give sustenance to whom You like, without measure.  
Exercise 
Choose the correct meaning of the `Arabic words below and learn them. 
They are all from the verses taught in this lesson. 

ê¹ô¼åÀô»A ê¹ê¼{¿ 

a)  master of the Day of Judgement  b) master of the kingdom 
c)  master of the creation   d) master of the heavens 

åjæÎäbô»A òºêfäÎøI 

a)  in Your hand is all good 
b)  in Your hand is all sustenance 
c)  in Your hand is all power 
d)  in your hand is all wealth 

åÕFäräM æÅä¿ ílê¨åM 

a)  You bring down whom You like 
b)  You save whom You like 
c)  You elevate Whom You like 
d)  You choose whom you like 

øiBäÈìÄ»A Óê¯ ò½æÎú»òA 

a)  night and day   b) morning and evening 
c)  day into night   d) night into day 

äOøéÎäÀô»A åXøjæbåM 

a)  You bring out the dead 
b)  You bring out the living 
c)  You bring out the people 
d)  You bring out the good 

åÕFäräM æÅä¿ å¶åkæjäM 

a)  You give guidance to whom You like 
b)  You give heaven to whom You like 
c)  You give sustenance to whom You like 
d)  You give forgiveness to whom You like 
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Class 6 - Lesson 12 
 

Translation, Transliteration and Tafsír of the Holy Qur'án 
 
Translation 
 
Today there are over 1 billion Muslims in the world. They speak 
hundreds of languages and many of them do not understand `Arabic. 
Since the Holy Qur'án was revealed in `Arabic, the Muslims have 
translated it into their own languages so that they can understand the 
words of Alláh. However, even the best translations cannot fully capture 
the meaning of the `Arabic, so Muslims are encouraged to learn `Arabic. 
 
There are many English translations. Some important ones are by: 
 
1.  S V Mir Ahmad Ali - he was a Shi`ah scholar. 
2.  M H Shakir - he was a Shi`ah scholar. 
3.  Yusuf Ali - he was a Sunni scholar. 
4.  N J Dawood - he was a Sunni scholar. 
 
Transliteration 
 
This is when the `Arabic words are written in a different language, for 
example Gujarati or English. Since most Muslims learn to read the Holy 
Qur'án even though they do not understand `Arabic, transliteration texts 
are not very often used nowadays. 
 
Tafsír 
 
This is a detailed meaning of every verse of the Holy Qur'án. Tafsír is 
also called commentary. There are many important Shi’ah Tafsírs in 
`Arabic. Some are: 
 
The only complete English Shi’ah Tafsír available is that by S V Mir 
Ahmad Ali. All Madressa students should have a copy of this very useful 
work. 
 
Look at the following examples to understand the terms used above. 



Holy Qur’án                      AlMahdi Madrasah 
 

Notes Adapted from Shia Ithna-asheri Madressa of London 
Page 6.32 

Example 1 
 
Text 

Ó¼u X øiæfä´ô»A êÒò¼æÎò» æÓê¯ åÉ{Äô»älæÃòA FìÃA 

Transliteration 
Inna Anzalnáhu Fí Laylatil Qadr 
 
Translation 
Verily, We sent it (the Holy Qur’án) down in the Night of Qadr! 
 
Simple Tafsír 
The Holy Qur’án was revealed in its full chapter by chapter form to the 
Holy Prophet (S) on this night. He then related it to the people in 
sections as and when instructed by Alláh through Jibríl (A). The night of 
Qadr is the most important night of the year. It is a night  for worship and 
for asking for forgiveness. 
 
Example 2 
 
Text 

åfäÀìv»A åÉé}¼»òA 

Transliteration 
Alláhus @amad 
 
Translation 
Alláh is the Needless 
 
Simple Tafsír 
“@amad” means independent - it means Alláh does not need anyone or 
anything, instead He is needed by everything. He does not need our 
prayers or the things that man needs. 
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Exercise 
 
Translate the following `Arabic phrases from the Holy Qur’án. 
 

¢ ùjæÈäq ê±ô»òA æÅéê¿ èjæÎäaÜøiæfä´ô»A åÒò¼æÎò» 

a)  the Night of Qadr is just like a thousand months 
b)  the Night of Qadr is better than a thousand months 
c)  the Night of Qadr is in this month 
d)  the Night of Qadr is a night of worship 
 

äK{Nê¸ô»A åÁåÈ{ÄæÎäM}A äÅæÍêhú»òA 

a)  the people to whom We sent the Book 
b)  the people to whom We sent a Messenger 
c)  the people to whom We gave the Book 
d)  the people to whom We sent a Warning 
 

AæÌåÄä¿}A äÅæÍêhú»A BäÈíÍòB@{Í 

a)  O People who believe, 
b)  O People who disbelieve, 
c)  O People who know, 
d)  O People who are alive, 
 

êÉé}¼»A ø½æÎøJäm æÓê¯ 

a)  in the presence of Alláh 
b)  in the way of Alláh 
c)  in the name of Alláh 
d)  in the knowledge of Alláh 
 

ø~æiòÜA Óê¯ Bä¿äË êP{Ì{Àìn»A Óê¯ Bä¿ åÉò»  

a)  Whatever is in the Heavens and the Earth belongs to Him 
b)  Whatever is in the Heavens and the Earth worships Him 
c)  Whatever is in the Heavens and the Earth accepts Him 
Whatever is in the Heavens and the Earth needs Him 
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Class 6 - Lesson 13 
 

Be Careful in your Recitation of the Holy Qur’án 
 
In `Arabic, as with other languages, it is important to pronounce the 
words correctly. There are some words which sound similar but their 
meanings are different. When reciting the Holy Qur'án, incorrect 
pronunciation of theses words would lead to distortion of the meaning of 
an Áyah. 
 
Looking at some examples: 

1.  çfäIòC - Forever 

   çfæJä§ - Servant 

In Suratun Nisá (4:57), Alláh says: 

æÁåÈå¼êaæfåÄäm êO{Zê¼é{v»A AÌó¼êÀä§äË AæÌåÄä¿}A äÅæÍêhú»A äË 

And (as for) those who believe and do good deeds, We will admit them  

(AçfæJä§) AçfäIòA FäÈæÎê¯ äÅæÍêfê»Bäa åj{ÈæÃæòÜA BäÈêNæZäM æÅê¿ æÔøjæVäM ëOé{ÄäU 

into gardens beneath which rivers flow, to abide therein forever.  
If we replace forever with servant, the meaning changes completely. 
 

2.  Áæm êA - Name 

     ÁæQêA - Sin 

If we read Éé}¼»A øÁænøI  as Éé}¼»A øÁæRøI 

the meaning changes from “In the Name of Alláh” to “In the Sin of Alláh”! 
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3.  æÁÎê»òC - Pain 

     æÁÎê¼ä§ - Knower 

In Súrah Áli Imrán, (3:121) Alláh says:  

(èÁæÎê»òA) èÁæÎê¼ä§ è©æÎêÀäm åÉé}¼»A äË 

Alláh is the Hearer, the Knower. 
It would be a grave error to use Pain instead of Knower in this Áyah. 
 

4.  æÌó»æÌå³ - To Say 

     æÌó¼ó· - To Eat 

Both these words are used in different Áyát in Súrah al Baqarah. The 
first one is used in 2:60:  
 

êÉé}¼»A ø¶ækéøi æÅê¿ AæÌåIäjæqAäË AæÌó¼ó· 

Eat and drink of Alláh’s provision 
The second one is used in 2:136: 

êÉé}¼»BøI BìÄä¿}A EæÌó»æÌå³ 

Say (O Muslims), “We believe in Alláh” 
 
By pronouncing the words incorrectly, the meaning of the first verse 
becomes “Say and drink of Alláh’s provision”, while the second verse 
would be, “Eat (O Muslims), “We believe in Alláh”. 
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5.  ïÁåu - Deaf 

     ïÁåm - Poison 

In Súrah al Baqarah, 2:18, Alláh says: 

èÏæÀå§ èÁô¸åI ïÁåu 

(They are) Deaf, dumb, blind   

By using ïÁåm the meaning changes to, “(They are) Poison, dumb, blind. 

 
6. Using the Harakát (Fatha, Kasra, etc.) incorrectly can give the words 
different meanings. 

for example: äoæ×øI - Evil 

 äoæ×äI - Conflict 

¢ æÁåÈänå°æÃòA !ÉøI AæËäjäq Bä¿ äoæ×øJò» äË  

 And evil was the price for which they sold their souls  
(al Baqarah, 2:102) 

 
It would change the meaning completely if read as, “and conflict  was 
the price for which they sold their souls”. 
 
Therefore, we see that the Holy Qur'án should always be recited 
unhurriedly and with the correct Makhraj. 
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TAJWÍD NOTES1 

The rules for the letter ¾ (Lám) 

When you see the words Éé}¼»òA (Alláh) and ìÁåÈé}¼»òA (O’ Alláh) in the Holy 

Qur’án you have to apply these rules. In some cases the ¾ has to be 

recited with a full mouth giving a heavier “L” sound. In the rest of the 

cases, ¾ has to be recited with an empty mouth giving a flatter “L” 

sound.  
 
When to recite the Lám with a full mouth (heavier sound) 
 
1.  When, before the Lám, there is a letter with a Fatha or Dhamma. For 

example, åÉé}¼»òA äÌåÇ (He is Alláh)  

                    or  êÉé}¼»A åjæ¿òA (The Command of Alláh) 

 
2.  When, before the Lám, there is a letter with a Sukún following a letter 

with Dhamma. 

    For example, äÉé}¼»A AæÌå´ìMA øÆòA (To fear Alláh)  

 
When to recite the Lám with an empty mouth (flat sound) 
 
1.  When, before the Lám, there is a letter with a Kasra.  

For example, êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI (In the name of Alláh) or ìÁåÈé}¼»òA ø½å³ (Say, O’  

Alláh) 

2. In all the words that have ÷¾ (Lám Shaddah),  

      except  Éé}¼»òA (Alláh) and ìÁåÈé}¼»òA (O’ Alláh). 

      For example, ÷ø½äu (Bless) or æ©ê÷¼äI (Convey, inform) 

3.  When, before the Lám, there is Tanwín. (See lesson for Nún Qutni).  

     For example, åÉé}¼»A õB¿æÌä³ (People of Alláh)  is read as  åÉé}¼»A øÅä¿æÌä³   
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Exercise 
 
Practise reciting the following words and try to memorise the meanings 
as well! And write next to the word whether the Lám is recited with a full 
mouth or an empty mouth. 
 

êÉé}¼»A BøI Ó{°ò ò̧¯ - Therefore Alláh is Enough (for us) 

 

AæÌå§æfäÍ åÉé}¼»AäË  - And Alláh Calls (you) 

 

êÉé}¼»A ó¾æÌåmäi - The Messenger of Alláh 

 

êÉé}¼»A øÆægêBøI - With the Permission of Alláh 

 

åÉé}¼»A úÜ êA äÉ}»êA òà - There is no god but Alláh 

 

êÉé}¼ê» - For Alláh 
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TAJWÍD NOTES 2 

The rule of ô¾òA (Alif-Lám)- The Definite Article. 

The word ô¾òA  means “the” - it makes the word (noun) before which it is 

placed definite. e.g. not any house but the house. 

 èOæÎäI  - a house                      åOæÎäJô»òA - the house 

It is important to notice that when ô¾òA is added to the word then the word 

changes the Tanwín on its last Harf (letter) into a Harakah, short vowel. 

e.g. When èOæÎäI is changed to åOæÎäJô»òA :-the èP changes to åP 

 

ÒìÍøjäÀä´ô»A ê²æËåjåZô»òA - Moon letters: The rule of  åiBäÈô£êôÜòA 

If the word (noun) to which the ô¾òA is added begins with a Moon letter 

then the ô¾ is pronounced. 

ÒìÍøjäÀä´ô»A ê²æËåjåZô»òA - The moon letters are:  

 Ê   Ð  Ë  Â  º  ¶  ²  ®  ª  d  `  X  L  A 

There are 14 moon letters - ½ of the Arabic alphabet. 
 

ÒìÎênæÀìr»òA ê²æËåjåZô»òA -The Sun Letters: The rule of åÂBä«æeêôÜòA 

If the word (noun) to which the ô¾òA is added begins with a Sun letter then 

the ô¾ is not pronounced. 

ÒìÎênæÀìr»òA ê²æËåjåZô»òA - The sun letters are: 

 Æ  ¾  ¦  ¢  ~  x  t  p  k  i  g  e  T  P 

There are 14 sun letters - ½ of the Arabic alphabet. 

In the Qur’án the sun letter following the ô¾ usually has a Shaddah but 

this does not exist in Du`á books although the rule still applies.
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Exercise 
 
Draw a sun or a moon around each letter depending on weather the 

letter is ÒìÎênæÀìr»òA ê²æËåjåZô»òA (sun letter) or  ÒìÍøjäÀä´ô»A ê²æËåjåZô»òA (moon letter): 

~  x  t  p  k  i  g  e  d  `  X  T 

 P  L  A 

Ê  Ð  Ë  Æ  Â  ¾  º  ¶  ²  ®  ª  ¦  ¢ 
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TAJWÍD NOTES 3 
 
Silent Letters and Nún Qutni 

 
Silent Letters 

The Hurúf (letters)  Ð Ë A without any Harakát are known as the silent 

letters. 
These Hurúf , although written in the Qur’án, are to be ignored, and not 
pronounced. 

A common example, which we have already come across is the A written 

after a Harf which has a Harakah of Fatha Tanwín. 
 
 
Nún Qutni 

Nún Qutni is the small Æ which is sometimes found between two words. 

The Nún Qutni always appears with a Kasra sign. 
 

The Nún Qutni is usually found under an alif (A) without any Harakah 

(Hamzá al-wa#l), the Æ is pronounced and the A is not. 

 
If the Nún Qutni appears at the end of a sentence, then the person 
reciting has two choices: 

1.  If the recitation is continued without a stop then the Æ is pronounced 

and the A is not. 

 
2.  If the recitation is stopped, to take a breath then the next sentence is 

started with the A (with a Fatha) and the Æ is ignored. 
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Exercise 
 
Practise reciting the following words, circling the Harf which is silent, and 
try to memorise the meanings as well! 
 

åÑÌ}¼äu -@alát (Namáz). 

øÁæmBøI - In the name. 

Ô{jäÍ - He saw. 

AæÌå°æ§AäË - And forgive. 

æjåvæÃAäË - and help. 

 
Practise reciting the following words, stopping in between the words and 
then again without stopping.  
 

æÐêhú»AøÆ 
Ü
  èjæÍêfä³ 

 

äÅæÍêhú»AøÆ 
Ü
  åLBäMæjå¿ 

 

æÐêhú»A AøÆ 
Ü 
 èÁæÎê¼ä§ 

 

äÅæÍêhú»A AøÆ 
Ü
  Bçyäjä§ 
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TAJWÍD NOTES 4 

Hamza (Õ), ^á Marbú>ah (Ñ ) and the Secondary Mudd (  ) 

Hamza (Õ ) 

The Hamza has two kinds of sounds: 

1.  When the Hamza (Õ ) is pronounced as an ‘a’ sound no matter where 

it is or on what it sits  ( Ð Ë A ).  

 

2.  When the Hamza is written as _  it will only be said with an ‘a’ sound if 

there is no other Harf before it.  

_ - is only there to help us to recite better.      

   -  is the Alif in the definite article  ô¾A  

 

^á Marbú>ah  (Ñ) 

 
This is a special ^á 
 
1.  It only appears at the end of a word 
 
2.  The word it appears on is always a noun. 
 
3.  The word that it appears on is a feminine word. 
 

4.  It is said like the normal Tá (P), except when you stop after that 

word, then it is said as a Há sound(Ê) 
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The Secondary Mudd  
 
The original Mudd is when the sound of the Harf is elongated to two 
times its original sound. 
 
This occurs when: 
1)  a Harf with a fatha is followed by an Alif. 
2)  a Harf with a kasra is followed by a Yá. 
3)  a Harf with a dhamma is followed by a Waw. 
 
When the original Mudd is followed by a Hamza in the same word, then 
the sound is elongated more than two times. 
 
This secondary Mudd is written as a thick Mudd (    ) 
 
It is stretched to five Harakát (original sound x5) but if you stop then it is 
stretched to six Harakát (original  sound x6). 
 
When the original Mudd is followed by a Hamza in the next word, then 
the sound is elongated more than two times. 
 
This secondary Mudd is written as a thin Mudd (   ) 
 
It is stretched to five Harakát (original sound x5) but if you stop after the 
first word then it goes back to being an original Mudd and is stretched to 
two Harakát (original sound x2). 
 
When the original Mudd is followed by a Harf with a sukún, then the 
sound is elongated more than two times. 
 
This secondary Mudd is of two types: 
 
1.  The secondary Mudd is not written, or indicated in any way. It is 

stretched to two - six Harakát (original sound  x 2 - 6), depending on 
the style of the recitation. A good example of this rule is in Súrah al-
Má`ún.  

 
2.  This secondary Mudd is written as a thin Mudd (   ) and is elongated 

by 6 Harakát (original sound x6). If the secondary Mudd is followed 
by a Harf with Tashdíd (in-built Sukún). This secondary Mudd is a 
thick Mudd (   ) and is elongated by 6 Harakát (original sound x6). 
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TAJWíD NOTES 5 
 
Waqf  (pl. Wuqúf) - Punctuation Marks 
 
When you reach a Waqf and you want to stop or pause there are several 
laws to follow: 
 
1) If the Harf before the Waqf has the following Harakah: 
     - Fatha 
     - Kasra 
     - Dhamma 
     - Kasra Tanwín 
     - Dhamma Tanwín 
    then the Harakah will be read as if it were a Sukún. 
 
2) If the Harf before the Waqf has a Fatha Tanwín then the    
    Harakah will be read as if it were just a Fatha. 
 

3)  If the harf before the Waqf is either a Ê or Ñ then it will be read as if it 

were a Ê with a Sukún. 

 
The Wuqúf are written as a circle with or without a harf on top of it or just 
a small harf without a circle. 
 
The Wuqúf with a circle (O) are: 
 
O                      Stop, end of an Áyah 
ª   ¢    Â    ¶   

O   O   O   O     Stop 
X    Ü                  

O     O               Stop or continue     
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The Wuqúf without a circle ( O  ) are: 
 
Â                       Must stop 

¢  ±³                 Better to stop 

X                       Can stop or continue 

Ü                       Must not stop 

¶ k Ï¼u ½u x   Better not to stop 

É°³ Ë ÉN¸m p        Stop without breaking breath 

             Stop at either but not at both  
 
If there are two signs follow the one on top. 
 
Class Exercise 
 
Open the Holy Qur'án and practice the different rules of Wuqúf you 
learned above. 
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TAJWíD NOTES 6 
 
Rules of Sukún - Qalqala 
 
Qalqala means stress, and the rule of Qalqala is to put stress on the 
Hurúf with Sukún. 
 
The Hurúf  which follow the Qalqala rule are: 

¶   ¢   e   X   L 

(Remember as “QU^UBJAD”) 
 
When any of the above five Hurúf  have a Sukún on them, their sound is 
stressed, so that it sounds like an echo. 
 
Note: care should be taken that the echoing sound does not go to the 
extent of forming a Fatha sound. 
 
A good example of the Qalqala rule is Súrah Ikhlá#: 
 
Read Súrah Ikhlá# below and circle all the places where the Qalqala rule 
comes into effect. 

øÁæÎêYìj»A øÅ{ÀæYìj»A êÉé}¼»A øÁænøI 
In the Name of Alláh, the Beneficent the Merciful. 

èfäYòA åÉé}¼»A äÌåÇ ô½å³ 
Say, “He, Alláh is ONE” 

åfäÀìv»A åÉé}¼»òA 
Alláh is the Needless 

æfò»æÌåÍ æÁò» äË åfê¼äÍ æÁò» 
He does not have children, nor has He a parent 

èfäYòA AçÌå°ó· åÉú» æÅó¸äÍ æÁò» äË 
And there is no-one like Him 
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Exercise 
 
Practise reciting the following words and try to memorise the meanings 
as well! 
 

æ fäYòA - Oneness. 

äÆæÌå¨äÀôñäÍ - They are content. 

òµò¼äa -  He created 

ôCäjæ³êA -  Read
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TAJWíD NOTES 7 
 
Rules of the Nún Sound 
 
There are different rules on the way the Nún sound should be 
pronounced which depends on which Hurúf  follows it. 
 
Idh-hár 

If the following 6 Hurúf  are after the æÆ or a harf with a Tanwín (Nún  

sound) then the Nún  sound is pronounced clearly (without a nasal 
sound). 

Ê   ®   ª   d   `   A 

 
Examples are:        

èÁæÎê ä̧Y èlæÍølä§    ùÁô¼ê§ æÅê¿    èÁæÎê»òA èLAähä§    äÅä¿}A æÅä¿ 

 
Qalb 

If the harf L  is after the æÆ or a harf with a Tanwín (Nún  sound) then the 

Nún  sound is pronounced as if it were a Â (Mím sound). The Mím sound 

is hummed (Ghunna), from the nose. 

In most Qur’áns a small Â is written above and between the æÆ or the harf 

with a Tanwín (Nún  sound) and the harf L but if this Â does not appear 

the rule still applies. 
 

Examples are:        øiæËåfív»A PAähøI ÂèÁæÎê¼ä§       òºøiæÌåI ÂæÆòA  

 
Idghám 
 
Idghám means joining of one harf to another harf. 
 
There are six Hurúf  of Idghám: 

Ð  i   Â  ¾   Ë   Æ 
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(Remember as “YARMALÚN”) 
 

If any of these 6 Hurúf  are after the æÆ or a harf with a Tanwín (Nún  

sound) then the Nún  sound is not pronounced and the Harf following the 
Nún  sound is pronounced with a Tashdíd. 

With the Hurúf  ¾ i there is no pronunciation of the Nún  sound at all. 

With the Hurúf  Æ Â the Hurúf  are hummed with a trace of the Nún  

sound. 

With the Hurúf  Ð Ë the Hurúf  are said from the nose with a trace of the 

Nún  sound. 
 
In most Qur’áns the Tashdíd is written but the rule still applies even if it 
is not. 
 

Examples are:    äÅæÎê´ìNåÀæ¼÷ê» çäÔfåÇ    ù¾AìË æÅê¿   ëhê×ä¿æÌìÍ ö½æÍäË    åÕFärìÍ æÅä¿ 

 
Ikhfá 

If the remaining 15 Hurúf  are after the æÆ or a harf with a Tanwín (Nún  

sound) then the Nún  sound is  pronounced from the nose, sounding 
between Idghám and Idh-hár. 

º  ¶  ²  ¦  ¢  ~  x  t  p  k  g  e  X  T  

P] 

Examples are:    

ëÕæÌåm æÅê¿   ù¾BäJêU æÅê¿    BçUBìVäQ çÕBä¿   ìjøJô»A AÌó»BäÄäM æÅò» 
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Exercise 
 
Practise reciting the following words and try to memorise the meanings 
as well! Write beside each word which group it falls into (Idh-hár, Qalb, 
Idghám, Ikhfá.) 
  

BäÃæjåvæÃóA - Help us  

ó¾æÌå´ìÍ æÆòA - That he said 

êÉé}¼»ABøI æÅê¿
æÕ
ÌåÍäË -  And they believe in Alláh 

èfæÎêÀäY ïÏêÄä« - Generous and Kind 

æÁåNæÄó· - You were 

äfæÄê§ - Near / with 

èÁæÎê»A èLAähä§ -  painful punishment 

êÉé}¼»A ó¾æÌåmìi èfìÀäZå¿ - Mu<ammad is the messenger of Alláh  

BärìÃ æÆêAäË -  And if We wanted 

BçÀæÎêYìi AçiæÌå°ä« - The Forgiving, the Merciful   

BäÄäRä¨äI æÅä¿ -   whom We sent 

Ó{ÈæÄäÍ - forbidden 

èjæÍêfä³ ëÕ æÏäq - Power over things 

êÊêfæ¨äI æÅä¿ -  after  

ùÅæÎøJí¿ ùÂBä¿êA -  The obvious leader 

ä−ò¼äI æÅä¿äË -  And who spoke 

ò½æÍølæÄäM - Sent down  
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TAJWíD NOTES 8 
 

Rules For Mím With Sukún 
 
1. Idghám 

When Mím Sukún ( æÂ) is followed by another Mím (Â) then there will be 

Idghám, i.e. The to Míms will be joined. 
 

Examples are:  äÆæÌó¼ämæjí¿ æÁó ø̧ÈæÎò»êA    æÅì¿ æÂòA    äÆæÌåÈNæräÍ Bì¿ æÁåÈò»äË 

 
2.  Ikhfá 

When Mím with Sukún ( æÂ) is followed by the harf Bá (L) with any 

Harakát, then the Mím with Sukún ( æÂ) is said with Ghunna - a light sound 

from the nose (hummed). It is also stretched to two Harakát. This is 
called Iqhfá (e-Shafawí). 

Examples are:  äÅæÎêÄê¿æÛåÀøI æÁå¿ Bä¿äË   èÒìÄêU !ÉøI æÂòA   êÉé}¼»BøI æÁêväNæ¨äÍ  

 
3.  Idh-hár 

If however the Mím Sukún ( æÂ) is followed by any of the other 26 Hurúf  

(besides Mím and Bá) there will be no Ghunna. Instead there will be Idh-
hár. 

Examples are:  äÆæÌåÀò¼æ¨äM æÁåNæÄó·   æÁó ú̧» ô½å³òA æÁò»òA 

 
Class Exercise 
 
Open the Holy Qur'án and practice the different rules of Wuqúf you 
learned above. 
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TAJWíD NOTES 9 
 

Rules For the Harf Rá (i) 

 
The harf can be said in one of two ways: 
1) As a light sound. 
2) As a heavy sound. 
 
Light sound Rá . 

 
The harf Rá  is said as a light sound, with an open (empty) mouth in the 
following cases: 
 
1.  When the harf Rá has a Kasra.  

For example: ö¾BäUøi   BçZæÍøi 

2.  When the harf Rá  has a Tashdíd with a kasra. 

     For example: ëfêmBäY éøjäq æÅê¿ 

3.  When there is Yá Sukún before Rá Mawqúf (a Rá on which one is 
going to stop). 

     For example: èjæÎøJäa   èjæÍêfä³   èjæÎê¨äI 

 
Heavy sound Rá . 
 
The harf Rá is said as a heavy sound, with a full mouth in the following 
cases: 
 
1.  When the harf Rá has a Fatha or a Dhamma. 

For example:  BäÀìIåi   ò¹íIäi 

2.  When the Harf Rá  has a Tashdeed with a Fatha or a Dhamma. 

     For example: éääòjøJô»A äoæÎò» 

3.  When the harf Rá has a Sukún and follows a harf with Fatha or 
Dhamma. 

     For example: äÆæÌå³äkøjåÍ    äÅæÎê¼ämæjå¿   ætæjä§ 
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Exercise 
 
Practise reciting the following words and try to memorise the meanings 
as well! Then write next to each word whether it is a light or heavy Rá. 
 

ö¾æÌåmäi - Messenger 

æLøjæ¬ä¿ - West 

èÁæÍøjò· - Kind 

èÁæÎêYäi - Merciful 

èoæUøi - Dirt 

æjøJæuêA - Be patient 

æÏê»æjê°æ«êA - Forgive me 

äÆæÌä§æjê¯ - (Name)  

åÅ{ÀæYìj»òA - The kind 

ëÒä¨æÍøjäq - Laws of religion 

 


